QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 178

1)  What is al istitaa’ah?

It is the person’s power to perform an action.

2)  What is the first type of al istitaa’ah?

It is the capability related to at takleef (religious duty and responsibility) and commands and prohibitions. So a person who has this capacity has religious duties and responsibilities placed upon him.

And a person who does not have this capability and ability will not have the religious duties placed upon him by Allaah. 

This would include, for example, the insane person or the young child. They would not be bound by the religious duties, nor are they commanded or prohibited.

It can be seen that this type of istitaa’ah comes before the action.
3)  Why is a child of seven years of age ordered to pray if he has the ability – and yet he is still only a child?

The child who attains the age of seven has some degree of capability and is commanded to pray the prayers, from the aspect of tarbiyyah (nurturing a person upon goodness) and tadreeb (training) him to do good deeds.

The prayer for this child is recommended, and is not obligatory – until they reach the age of puberty.
4)  What is the second type of al istitaa’ah?

It is the ability by which the person is actually able to do that action and carry it out.

This type of istitaa’ah comes with the action itself.

5)  How does the example of hajj (pilgrimage) illustrate two types of al istitaa’ah?

And the hajj to the House is obligatory upon the people for Allaah – (for) whoever has the istitaa’ah  to make his way.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 97

This istitaa’ah referred to in the aayah is the first type of istitaa’ah, so the person who has the provision and the transport has this ability – and therefore hajj is obligatory upon him.

This type of istitaa’ah comes before the performance of the commanded action.
As for the istitaa’ah that occurs with the action (i.e. the performance of hajj itself), then sometimes a person may not have this type of istitaa’ah.

An example is the person who has the money and the transport to do hajj (the first type of istitaa’ah), but who also has a long term illness or who has the feebleness of old age.

So this person cannot actually carry out the hajj itself – despite having the first type of istitaa’ah.
6)  How does the example of an ill person who has to pray his obligatory prayer illustrate the difference between the types of al istitaa’ah?
When the prayer time starts, the prayer is obligatory upon the mukallaf (the person who is bound by the Islaamic duties).

So this is the first type of istitaa’ah.


This person actually performs the prayer according to his ability - meaning, the second type of istitaa’ah.

If he is ill, for example, this second type of istitaa’ah might only permit him to pray sitting, or even lying on his side. 

Thus it can be seen that a person who has the first type of istitaa’ah (i.e. every sane adult in the case of the prayer) might vary in the second type of istitaa’ah (the ability to perform the prayer) according to their physical health or other reasons.
7) What two aayaat does the shaykh quote which are often used in discussions about al istitaa’ah?

Then fear and be dutiful to Allaah as much as you are able.

Soorah at Taghaabun (69) aayah 16

Allaah does not place duties upon a soul which are greater than it can bear.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 286
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8) What do the jabariyyah say about whether the actions of the servants are created? Who else agrees with their misguided ideas?

The jabariyyah say that the servant of Allaah is compelled to do his actions, and that he has no say in what he does. So the actions are something created purely by Allaah.

So, according to their false saying, the person who offers his prayers does not do this out of his own choice – instead, he is compelled to do this.

The Jahmiyyah agree with the Jabariyyah in this foolish belief. 

9) In what sense have they gone to extremes?

They have gone to extremes in affirming the qudrah (ability) of Allaah.

10) What does their false saying imply about Allaah, the Exalted?

Their saying implies that Allaah oppresses His Servants and punishes them for things which they did not choose to do.

Allaah would be punishing them for a thing which Someone else did, and He would be rewarding the person for something which he did not actually ‘do’.

Shaykh al Fawzaan says that this position of the jabariyyah is the most repulsive of positions to hold.

11) What do the Mu’tazilah say about whether the actions of the servants are created?

This misguided group has the opposite position to the Jabariyyah, and they (mistakenly) say: the actions are a product of the person, and of his unrestricted wish and will – and that Allaah has nothing to do with these actions. Rather the person himself creates his own action.

12) In what sense have this group gone to extremes?
They have gone to extremes in affirming the qudrah (ability) of the servant.

13) Why are the Mu’tazilah called the majoos of this Ummah?

The Mu’tazilah – through their belief that the person himself creates his actions -  believe that Allaah shares in his ability to create and bring things into existence, and in holding this false position, they are in fact attributing deficiency to Allaah.

The belief of the Majoos is that the Creation has two Creators – a Creator of good and a Creator of evil. So the Mu’tazilah resemble the Majoos because both groups hold that there are creators other than Allaah.

In fact, the Mu’tazilah have gone a step further than the Majoos because the latter only affirm two creators, whereas the former affirm multiple creators (since every single person creates his own actions!).

14) What is the correct position of the ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah in the issue of the creation of the servants’ actions?

The position of the people of Sunnah is justly balanced between the two extremes of the Jabariyyah on one hand and the Mu’tazilah on the other.

The correct position is that the person does his actions through his own wish and will, but that it is Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, who creates the actions.

And Allaah created you and that which you do.

Soorah as Saaffaat (37) aayah 96
Allaah is the Creator of everything; and He is the Disposer of all affairs.

Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 62

Is there a Creator besides Allaah who provides for you from the Heavens and the Earth??

Soorah al Faatir (35) aayah 3

15) What two types of people does the shaykh mention who are excused by Allaah for any evil actions they may commit? Why are they excused?

The shaykh mentions the example of a) the insane person and b) the person who is forced to do something against his will.

These people are excused for the crimes they may commit because Allaah did not give them the ability or the capability. They do not have will or intent.

As for the person who does have will and intent, then this person does actually choose his action himself, and punishment or reward will ensue as a result of his action.

16) Why does the shaykh quote the aayaat 2:62, 3:116, 4:59 and 24:52?

Indeed those who have eemaan…

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 62

Indeed those who disbelieve….

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 116

So Allaah ascribed eemaan to those in the first aayah, and He ascribed kufr to those in the second aayah – meaning, these people actually chose eemaan or kufr for themselves.

Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger…

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 59

And whosoever obeys Allaah and His Messenger…

Soorah an Noor (24) aayah 52

So Allaah ascribed the actions to the servants in these aayaat – i.e. the servants chose and choose these actions themselves. And it is not Allaah who forces them upon these actions. So this is a refutation of the Jabariyyah.
17) What is the significance of the aayah from soorah al Insaan (76:30) in the issue of mankind’s free will?

And you will not will except in accordance with what Allaah wills.

Indeed Allaah was always the All Knowing, the All Wise.

Soorah al Insaan (76) aayah 30 
This aayah affirms a will for Allaah and a will for the servant, and that the will of the servant is subservient to the will of Allaah.

