QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 173

1)  Do ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah believe that Paradise and the Hellfire are in existence at the moment? What are the proofs for the correct belief in this matter?

Amongst the proofs are:

a) The statement of Allaah, the Most High about Paradise:

…. (it has been) prepared for the people of taqwaa.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 133

And His Statement about the Hellfire:

…. (it has been) prepared for the people of kufr.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 24

The word u’iddat (prepared) is in the past tense in both of these aayaat, i.e. it has already been done.

b) The narration of when the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was with the Companions, and they heard a crash – meaning the sound of something falling. So he sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam asked them:

Do you know what that was?

He sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam then went on to explain:

This was a rock thrown down into the Hellfire seventy years ago, and it has only now hit its (the Hellfire’s) bottom.

Hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah, reported by Muslim (2844).
This also proves that the Hellfire has already been created.
c) He sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said about the extreme heat and cold:

Indeed they are two breaths from the Hellfire:

A breath in the winter and it is the severest cold that you find.

And a breath in the summer and it is the severest heat that you find.

Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaari (537) and Muslim.

d) He sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam also said:

When the heat becomes severe, then delay the (midday) prayer until it becomes a bit cooler, for indeed the severity of the heat is from the raging of the Hellfire.

Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaari (533, 534 and 538) and Muslim.

e) The dead person in his grave has a door to Paradise opened for him, if he is a believer – and a door to the Hellfire if he is a disbeliever. This again proves that both of these two abodes have already been created.

The people who have gone astray in this matter say that the Paradise and the Hellfire will only be created when the Day of Judgement comes.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 174

2)  Has Allaah decreed people for Paradise and others for the Hellfire? If so, then what will this be in accordance with for each of these two groups?

Yes, Allaah has decreed some people for the Paradise and others for the Hellfire, and this will be in accordance with their deeds.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 175

3)  Can a person attain Paradise through their good deeds alone?

No, rather good deeds are only a means for this.

4)  If not, then what will cause the person to attain Paradise? And should we then not bother performing good deeds?

A person will enter Paradise only through the fadl (Favour) of Allaah. We should continue to perform good deeds since as mentioned they are a means of achieving the Favour of Allaah.

Enter Paradise through (those deeds) that which you used to do.

Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 32

i.e. by means of what you used to do.

5)  What is the basis of a person entering the Hellfire?

The basis of this is kufr (disbelief). As ‘adl (justice from Allaah), He enters the person into the Fire and He is not unjust to him. Rather He enters him into it because of the person’s actions.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 176

6)  What hadeeth does the shaykh hafidhahullaah quote in relation to this point? Why does he mention this hadeeth?

The Imaam’s point:
And every person will act in accordance with what has been decreed for him, and goes towards the destination that he was created for.

The shaykh explains that if a person is a person of sa’aadah (bliss), then he will do the actions of the people of bliss – i.e. good deeds. And if the person is a person of shaqaawah (wretchedness), then he will do the actions of the people of wretchedness.

The shaykh then quotes the hadeeth where the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam responded (when his Companions asked about relying on what had been predetermined for them in the Hereafter and abandoning actions): 

Perform actions, for everyone will have made easy for him that for which he was created.

Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaari (1362) and Muslim.

7)  What point of benefit does the shaykh derive from the aayaat in soorah al Layl (92: 4 – 10)?

Indeed your deeds are diverse.

So as for the person who gives in charity, and has taqwaa – and who believes in al husnaa (Allaah’s reward) – then We will make easy for him al yusraa (the acts which are pleasing to Allaah).

And as for the one who is miserly, and considers himself to be self sufficient - and who denies al husnaa (Allaah’s reward) - then We will make easy for him al ‘usraa (the acts which Allaah hates).

Soorah al Layl (92) aayaat 4 – 10
These aayaat show that the actions are decisive over a person; if they are righteous deeds, then you are one for whom good deeds are made easy.

And if they are evil deeds, then you are one for whom evil deeds are made easy.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 177

8)  What hadeeth does it seem that the imaam has based this point on?

The statement of the Imaam rahimahullaah:
And good and evil are predecreed for the servants.

It seems that the imaam took this from the hadeeth in which the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Eemaan is that you truly believe in Allaah, and in His Angels, and in His Books, and in His Messengers, and in the Final Day, and that you truly believe in Qadr (predecree), the good of it and the bad of it.

Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaari (50) and Muslim.

9)  What is the reason that Allaah created goodness and evil?

He created them for a great wisdom – as a test, so that the people of eemaan and tawheed and compliance to Allaah should be distinguished from the people of disbelief, shirk and apostasy.

And We test you with evil and with good as a fitna (trial) – and to Us you will be returned.

Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 35

Allaah is not going to leave the believers in the condition which they are upon until He distinguishes the khabeeth (foul, abominable one) from the tayyib (the good one).

But Allaah will not make you aware of the hidden and the unseen.
Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 179

10) How do we come to know the person who is obedient to Allaah from the one who is disobedient to Him?

Through the person’s actions.

