QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 167

1) Did the Companions pray behind Muslim rulers who fell into major sins?

Yes, they prayed behind the Muslim rulers even if the rulers performed some of the major sins – such as al Hajjaaj.

2) Which two deviant sects does the shaykh mention who oppose Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah in the issue of performing acts of worship behind the sinful and righteous rulers?

The shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions a) the Khawaarij and 2) the Mu’tazilah.

3) Does every Muslim have to perform the hajj every year?

No, it is not obligatory upon the individual Muslim to perform this rite every year. He or she must do it at least once in their lifetime. Anything more than once is considered something extra for that person.

4) What are some of the responsibilities related to the Hajj mentioned by the shaykh which the imaam of the Muslims performs?

He leads the pilgrims, announces the day of ‘Arafah, stands with them at ‘Arafah, and proceeds to Muzdalifah – so they follow him to the place for the rites of Hajj.

It makes no difference whether the ruler himself does this, or whether it is his deputy instead.

5) What is meant by the term ‘jihaad’?

It means: fighting against the kuffaar (disbelievers), the bughaat (rebels) from the Muslims, and fighting against the Khawaarij.

6) Why does the shaykh quote the aayah from soorah al Hujaraat (soorah 49 aayah 9)?

And if two parties from amongst the believers fall into fighting, then make peace between them both.

But if one of them commits baghy (aggression) against the other then fight against the one which commits aggression until it complies with the Command of Allaah.

The shaykh mentions this verse to show that the bughaat are not fought against because they are considered disbelievers, for indeed in this soorah, the rebels are still referred to as believers.

Rather these people are fought against on account of their aggression.

7) For what reason is fighting against the kuffaar (disbelievers) legislated?

It is legislated in order to spread tawheed, and to suppress shirk.

8) What is the first type of jihaad against the disbelievers?

The first type is qitaal difaa’ (defensive jihaad, the fighting in order to repel the enemy).

This type of jihaad occurs when the Muslims are in a state of weakness. When the enemy attacks the Muslims’ towns then it becomes obligatory to fight them. 

9) What is the second type of jihaad against the disbelievers? What is the difference between this and the first type with respect to the state of the Muslims themselves?

The second type is qitaal talab - offensive jihaad. The difference between this and the defensive jihaad is that this second type occurs when the Muslims are in a position of strength. So the Muslims fight the enemy in the enemy’s lands, calling them to Allaah – and either the enemy accepts this call or else they are fought, the purpose behind this being the raising high of the word of Allaah.

As Allaah, the most High, states:

And fight them until there is no fitnah and the whole of the religion is for Allaah.

Soorah Al Baqarah (2) aayah 39

As ibn Abbaas, Hasan Al Basree and others from the salaf have explained, the ‘fitna’ in this aayah means ‘shirk’.

10) What was the first stage of legislation that jihaad passed through? What was the ruling upon the Muslim who fought jihaad at this time and why?

Imaam ibn ul Qayyim rahimahullaah mentions these stages, the first being: When the jihaad was prohibited.
This occurred when the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and Muslims were in Makkah. They were commanded by Allaah to restrain their hands from fighting, and were ordered to establish the prayer and pay the zakaah.

Have you not seen those who were told to hold back their hands and establish the prayer and give Zakaah…

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 77

Jihaad was prohibited by Allaah at this stage because the Muslims had neither a state nor strength and capability to fight. Fighting the disbelievers at this time would have resulted in harm being inflicted upon the Muslims and the da’wah, and in the disbelievers gaining the upper hand over the Muslims.

11) What was the second stage of legislation that jihaad passed through?

The second stage was: when the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam migrated to Medina and the state of Islaam was established.
At this time, the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was permitted by Allaah to fight but not made commanded to.
Permission to fight is given to those (believers) who are fighting them because they (the believers) were wronged. And indeed Allaah is able to give them victory.

Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly simply because they say “Our lord is Allaah alone “.

For had it not been that Allaah holds back one people by means of another, then monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques – in which the name of Allaah is mentioned much – would surely have been pulled down.

Soorah al Hajj (22) aayaat 39 to 40.

12) Why does Allaah legislate certain matters in a step by step manner?

Some matters, as is the case with jihaad mentioned in the previous two answers, are legislated in stages because people may find them onerous and hard were they to be legislated in their entirety all at once.

So the gradual nature of their legislation makes it easier upon the souls to accept them.

13) What was the third stage of legislation that jihaad went through?

The third stage was: when the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was commanded to fight against those who fought, and to withhold from fighting against those who did not fight.

As Allaah, the most High, states:

And fight in Allaah’s cause against those who fight you and do not transgress; indeed Allaah does not love those who transgress.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 190

And this is called qitaal ul daf’ (defensive fighting).

(The fourth stage of jihaad when the Muslims became strong, possessing force, and Islaam had a state – at this time, they were commanded to fight; see 9:5 and also 8:39).

14) Against whom did Abu Bakr radi Allaahu ‘anhu fight after the death of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam? Then against whom did he begin to fight?

He fought against the Muslims who had apostatised from Islaam.

Then he radi Allaahu anhu began to fight jihaad against the disbelievers, such as the Persians and the Byzantines.

15) Which lands does the shaykh mention that ‘Umar ibn Al Khattaab radi Allaahu ‘anhu conquered?

He conquered the lands of Kisraa and Qaysar.

16) Is it permissible to go on a military expedition without the permission of the imaam of the Muslims?

As a rule, we follow the imaam (leader) of the Muslims, so that if he commands us to fight, then we fight. And we do not fight without obtaining his permission to do so.

O you who believe! Why is it that when it is said to you, ‘Go out to fight in Allaah’s cause!’ that you cling to the earth?

Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 38

If the ruler orders the people to go out and fight, then it is obligatory upon everyone who is able to bear arms to act on this command. 

17) What is the important condition mentioned that must be fulfilled for us to make the jihaad and hajj along with a sinful Muslim ruler?

It is not a condition that the ruler who establishes the pilgrimage and the jihaad be free of sin. So we are commanded to perform these acts of worship along with the sinful leader of the Muslims provided that his sin is not one that would take him out of the religion of Islaam.

