QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 180

1)  Are there any circumstances when Allaah might burden His Servants beyond what they are capable of?

Yes, Allaah may do this as a punishment for these people. The shaykh brings the example of the Banoo Israaeel who were overburdened in this way as a punishment for their obstinacy:

(As a punishment) for the wrong doing of the Jews, We made forbidden for them certain good foods which had been permissible for them – and because of their deterring many (people) from Allaah’s religion. And (because of) their taking usury.

Soorah An Nisaa (4) aayaat 160 -161 

And so we have the duaa (supplication) as mentioned at the end of Soorah al Baqarah:

O our Lord! And do not place upon us a burden like that which you placed upon those who came before us…

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 286

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 181

2) What correction does shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah make to the statement of the Imaam rahimahullaah here?

Imaam At Tahaawee’s statement:

And they are only capable of doing the duties which have been placed upon them.
Shaykh al Fawzaan corrects this by mentioning that the servants of Allaah are capable of doing more than the duties which have been placed upon them.

However Allaah wishes to make things easy for the servants, and so He removed difficulty from them. He legislated for the servants the easy religion, and he forbade them from increasing upon al i’tidaal (that which is moderate and justly balanced).
3)  What hadeeth does the shaykh quote to explain this?

The occasion when the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was visited by three men who, out of a desire to come closer to Allaah, were planning to increase in their fasting or praying or abstaining from marriage.

The Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam corrected them by saying:

As for me, then I pray and I sleep - and I marry women – and I fast and I abstain from fasting.

So whoever turns away from my Sunnah, then he is not from me.

Hadeeth reported by Al Bukhaari (5063) and Muslim.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 182

4) How does shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah explain the meaning of ‘laa hawla wa laa quwwata illaa billaah’?

Imaam At Tahaawee’s statement:

And this is the explanation of ‘laa hawla wa laa quwwata illaa billaah’ (there is no change and no power except with Allaah’s aid).

We say: there is no heelah (manoeuvring) for anyone, and no harakah (movement) for anyone and no tahawwul (moving) away from disobedience of Allaah – except with the ma’oonah (aid) of Allaah.

And there is no power for anyone to establish obedience to Allaah, and to remain firm upon it – except by Allaah’s tawfeeq (granting successful attainment of that).

The shaykh hafidhahullaah explains that

la hawla means:
 ‘there is no changing from one condition to another condition’

illaa billaah means:
 ‘except with Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and with His Aid.’
So a person has no power unless Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, grants him power from His Power.

This statement laa hawla wa laa quwwata illaa billaah is one of submission and freeing oneself from claiming the ability to change and from having power.
A person should not become deluded into thinking that he has the power to change things nor that he has power. 

Rather he should turn back to Allaah, seeking His aid, and Allaah will help him upon obedience (to Him) and moves the person away from sin to obedience and from disbelief to Islaam. 

5)  When we work hard and earn money, what role do we play in this and how does this differ from Allaah’s involvement in this?

The working hard and the effort is from the person himself. However the tawfeeq (granting of success) and the blessing being placed in it – this is from Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic alone.
QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 183

6)  What aayah does the shaykh quote to show that nothing occurs in the Creation except with the Knowledge and Predecree of Allaah?

He hafidhahullaah quotes the aayah from soorah at Takweer:

And you will not will except and unless Allaah wills – the Lord of the whole of the Creation.
Soorah at Takweer (81) aayah 29

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 184

7)  What aayah does the shaykh quote to show that the Will of Allaah overcomes all other wills? How is this aayah a proof for this?

He hafidhahullaah quotes the same aayah from Soorah at Takweer:

And you will not will except and unless Allaah wills…
Soorah at Takweer (81) aayah 29

So Allaah affirmed a will for the servant, but it comes under and is subservient to the will of Allaah. So the servant is not able to will something unless Allaah wills it.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 185

8) What is our role in doing an action to seek some benefit and what is the involvement of Allaah in this?

Our role is to carry out the means to achieving that benefit, and the tawfeeq (actual granting of success) is with Allaah. 

For all actions will bring about no benefit unless Allaah has predecreed that the person will derive no benefit from them.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 186

9) Why does the shaykh say that Allaah is never unjust to His Servants?

This is because Allaah places all matters in their correct places. So He places favour and He grants success to those who are deserving of that, and He deprives of success and He deprives of obedience to Him those who are deserving of that.

So Allaah is not a dhaalim (unjust one) - He does not punish the righteous obedient person and He does not reward the disobedient one for his disobedience.

10) What are the three aspects of Allaah’s perfection that the shaykh mentions?

Allaah is perfect in:

a) His dhaat (His Self)

b) His Names and Attributes

c) His Actions and His Creating

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 187

11) Why is Allaah not to be questioned about what He does?

This is because everything which He does is done for a wisdom and it occurs in its correct place. No deficiency occurs in His actions.

12) Why are the servants of Allaah to be questioned about what they do?

This is because they sometimes do things which are wrong, and they sometimes place matters in other than their correct places. So the servant can fall into oppression, envy and pride – and he has with him those matters which necessitate that he does things which are wrong in his affair and his activities.

