QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 164

1) Love is an action of which part of the body?

It is an action of the heart.

2) What is the first type of love?

It is natural love, the type that a person feels for his family, his wife, his children and friends, and includes love of eating and drinking and other than these from ‘natural actions’.

This type of love does not enter into the affair of worship.

3) What is the second type of love?

The second type of love is love which is a matter of the religion. It can be divided into two subdivisions.

4) With regard to this second type of love – what is the first subdivision of this category of love?

The first subdivision of this type of love is:

Love of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.

5) Why is the believers’ love of Allaah greater than the idol worshippers’ love of their idols?

Allaah, the Exalted states:

And of mankind are some who take (for worship) rivals besides Allaah, loving them just as Allaah is loved.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 165

This refers to the people of shirk.

But those who are believers are stronger in their love of Allaah.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 165

The believers’ love of Allaah is greater than the love of the idol worshippers’ love of their idols because the love of Allaah is not cut off in this world nor in the Hereafter.

As for the love of the false objects of worship (i.e. those things other than Allaah) then this will be terminated in the Hereafter - and will instead become enmity between the objects of worship and those who worshipped them.

6) What point does the shaykh illustrate by quoting soorah al Ahqaaf (46) aayah 6?

And when the people are raised up, they (the false objects of worship) will be enemies to them and they will reject their worship of them.

Soorah al Ahqaaf (46) aayah 6

This shows that there will be enmity between the false objects of worship and those who worshipped them.

7) With regard to the second type of love - what is the second subdivision?

The second type of love related to matters of the religion is: love for the sake of Allaah and love on account of Allaah. This is that you love that which Allaah loves, from the actions, and the people, and that you love the people of eemaan and taqwaa.

8) Who are at the forefront of those beings who fall under this second subdivision? Why do we love these beings?

At the forefront are the angels, the prophets and messengers, and the awliyaa’ of Allaah, and the righteous people, and all of the believers.

9) What is the praiseworthy description that the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallaam gave to loving for the sake of Allaah and hating for the sake of Allaah?
He called it: The firmest aspect of eemaan to hold onto (awthaqu ‘uraal eemaan).

Hadeeth reported by At Tabaraanee. Although it has a very weak chain of narration, it has supports from other Companions, raising it to the level of hasan.

He sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam mentioned in another hadeeth that a man who loves another man, not loving him except for the sake of Allaah is one of the three qualities of person who will taste the halaawatul eemaan (the sweetness of eemaan).

Hadeeth reported by Bukhaari (no 16) and Muslim (no 43).

10) What is the statement of ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa that is relevant in this regard?
He radi Allaahu anhu said:

‘Most of the brotherly associations between the people have come to be based on the affairs of this dunyaa, and this does not bring any benefit to its people.’

11) Which noble Prophet is a good example for us in loving and hating for the sake of Allaah? What is the proof for this?

This was the way of Ibraaheem alaiyhissalaam about whom Allaah, the Exalted said:

Indeed there was an an excellent example for you in Ibraaheem and those with him when they said to their people:

‘Indeed we are free from you and whatever you worship besides Allaah.

We have rejected you and there has arisen between us and you enmity and hatred for ever – until you believe in Allaah alone..’

Soorah al Mumtahinah (60) aayah 4

12) What reward in the Hereafter does the shaykh quote for two people who love each other only for the sake of Allaah?

These people will be from the seven types of people whom Allaah shades with His shade on the day when there is no shade except His shade.

The Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam described them as:

Two men who loved each other for the sake of Allaah, they came together upon it, and they separated upon it.

Hadeeth reported by Bukhaari (no 660) and Muslim.

The shade of Allaah in this hadeeth refers to the shade of Allaah’s Throne, as mentioned by Shaykh Al Albaanee who quotes the version of the hadeeth mentioned by Al Haafidh ibn Hajr in Fath ul Baaree.
Ibn Hajr mentions that it is a hadeeth of Salmaan and is 'hasan', being reported by Sa'eed ibn Mansoor in his 'Sunan' that the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There are seven whom Allaah will shade in the shade of His Throne……..

13) Why does the shakyh quote the aayah from soorah al Anfaal in this regard?

 O you who believe! If you fear and are dutiful to Allaah, then He will make for you a furqaan (criterion).

Soorah al Anfaal (8) aayah 29 

He quotes the aayah after mentioning that loving for Allaah’s sake and hating for His Sake is a criterion between the Truth and Falsehood. So the aayah tells us that the person of eemaan has with him a criterion with which he can distinguish between this and that i.e. between Truth and Falsehood.

14) Which of Allaah’s creation should be loved with a love that is not accompanied by any hatred?

This applies to the angels, the messengers and the pure believers, such as the Companions.

O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in eemaan and do not place in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed.

Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 10

Similarly it applies to as salaf us saalih (the Pious Predecessors) and the ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah – due to their purity and that which they were upon in terms of their aqeedah and that which they were upon in terms of the Truth, and due to their obedience to Allaah and His Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.

15) Which of Allaah’s creation should be hated with a hatred that is not accompanied by any love?

This applies to the kuffaar (disbelievers), the enemy of Allaah.

O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies as close friends.

Soorah al Mumtahinah (60) aayah 1 

You will not find a people who truly believe in Allaah and the Last Day loving those who have enmity towards Allaah and His Messenger – even if they be their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their tribe.

Those ones - Allaah has written true faith in their (the believers’) hearts and has aided them with a spirit from them, and He will enter them into gardens beneath which river flow.

Soorah al Mujaadilah (58) aayah 22

The spirit referred to here is the strength of eemaan.

16)  Which of Allaah’s creation might be both loved and hated? Why is this?

This refers to the disobedient believer, who is loved from one aspect, but hated from another. 

You love him due to that which he has from goodness and obedience, and you hate him due to that which he has from sins and disobedience. This is how the Muslim should distinguish.
