Q17. Which of the Companions had the greatest eemaan ?

It was Aboo Bakr radi Allaahu ‘anhu, whose eemaan was equivalent to the eemaan of the whole Muslim nation.

Q18. Who mistakenly thinks that the eemaan of this Companion was the same as the most sinful of the people?

It is the same people as those who say eemaan is just tasdeeq (believing) and that occurs in the heart and does not vary in level – it is the statement of the Murjiah.

And this is a tremendous mistake which they have fallen into.

Even if we were to leave aside the error of the Murjiah in that they have not included action of the limbs here, then in addition, eemaan in the hearts is not of one level; it increases and decreases, it becomes strong and it becomes weak, it can become complete and it can become little in amount. So it is not of a single level.

Q19. What is al irjaa ?

It is the root of the name murjiah and it means ta’kheer (to put something back). So they put back actions from the definition of eemaan. 

So they all say that ‘eemaan is merely tasdeeq (to believe) in the heart and the people of eemaan are all the same with regards to the basis of eemaan – they do not have different levels.’

And although all the Murjiah have this belief, this misguided group can be subdivided into four different groups according to their different sayings about eemaan. 

Q20. What do the Jahmiyyah say about eemaan ?

This group, which represents the first of the four subdivisions of the murjiah, says:

Eemaan is just ma’rifah (awareness that Allaah exists) in the heart!

So, according to these people, if a person is aware that Allaah exists, then he is a believer.

Q21.  Was Iblees a person of eemaan ?

In the opinion of the Jahmiyyah, Iblees (Shaytaan) was indeed a believer since he has awareness of Allaah.

Allaah tells us that Shaytaan said to Him:

O my Lord, because You misled me..

Q22. Why do some people say that Fir’awn and the disbelievers are in fact people of eemaan ?

The Jahmiyyah hold this foolish belief because Fir’awn and the rest of the kuffaar have awareness of Allaah in their hearts. However these disbelievers denied Allaah outwardly out of pride and obstinacy.

In fact there is no one on the face of the Earth who does not have any awareness of his Lord at all; those who are kuffaar choose to reject Allaah outwardly out of pride and obstinacy only.

Therefore the Jahmiyyah would say that all of mankind are in fact believers since they all have awareness in their hearts of Allaah.

And this is the foulest of the sayings.

Q23. What do the Ashaa’irah say about eemaan ?

This is the second group of the murjiah and they say:

Eemaan is tasdeeq bil qalb (believing/affirming in the heart), and having awareness of Allaah alone is not enough.

This is also an incorrect statement because the kuffaar also have affirmation in their hearts.

Those people do not hold you to be a liar (O Muhammad) but rather the wrongdoers wilfully deny the signs of Allaah.
 

And they (Fir’awn and his people) denied the signs wrongfully and arrogantly, but in their own souls they were convinced of them.

So see what was the end of those who caused corruption.
 

Q24. Why might the kuffaar refuse to openly acknowledge that Islaam is the truth?

The kuffaar affirm within their hearts the truth of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, knowing that he was the Messenger of Allaah. 

However they refused to acknowledge this outwardly, doing so out of pride and obstinacy, and to protect their nobility (as they claimed) and their position amongst the people. Or they may have done this out of bigotry towards their false religions.

Q25. Why did Aboo Taalib refuse to accept Islaam whilst on his death bed?

Aboo Taalib stated upon his deathbed that he was “upon the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib” despite the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam requesting him to say laa ilaaha ill Allaah.

However he was also encouraged by a group of mushriks who were present with him to remain upon the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib and so bigoted adherence to his religion of kufr took hold of Aboo Taalib and he died upon kufr.

Aboo Taalib himself said in his lines of poetry:

And I certainly know that the religion of Muhammad is from the best of the religions of mankind

And if it were not for fear of blame or for fear of abuse you would have certainly found me openly following that.

This is an example of someone who affirmed the truth of Islaam in his heart but did not manifest it outwardly out of fear of blame and abuse from his people and out of bigoted adherence to his old religion. 

Yet this kaafir would be deemed to be a person of eemaan by the Ashaa’irah because he affirmed the truth of Islaam in his heart!

Q26. Did the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam seek forgiveness for Aboo Taalib after the latter had died?

Yes, but then he was told by Allaah:

It is not right for the Prophet and for the believers that they should seek forgiveness for the mushriks even if they be close relatives, after it becomes clear to them that they (the mushriks) are from the people of the blazing fire.
 

Q27. What is the statement of the murjiah ul fuqahaa about eemaan?

This is the third group of the murjiah and they say:

Eemaan is just affirmation of the heart and attesting to this upon the tongue.

Q28. Into which category of murjiah do the Hanafees fall?

They fall into this third category of murjiah, and they say:

Eemaan is speech upon the tongue and belief of the heart.

As can be seen from this definition, they do not place actions in the definition of eemaan.

Q29. What is the statement of the karramiyyah about eemaan?

This is the fourth group of the murjiah and they say:

Eemaan is just attesting upon the tongue.

Q30. Which group of kuffaar do these people mistakenly hold to be believers? Why?

They would therefore hold that the munaafiqoon (hypocrites) were believers since the hypocrites testify that laa ilaaha ill Allaah Muhammad rasool ullaah (even though they do not truly believe it in their hearts and may not act upon it with their limbs)

Q31. What is the statement of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah about eemaan ?

The position of truth is different and distinct from what these four groups say and it is that: 

Eemaan is speech upon the tongue, belief of the heart and action of the limbs.

It increases through obedience (to Allaah)  and decreases through disobedience (to Allaah).
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قال الله تعالى ‏‏وما أمروا إلا ليعبدوا الله مخلصين له الدين حنفاء ويقيموا الصلاة ويؤتوا الزكاة وذلك دين القيمة
And Allaah, the Most High, said:

And they were not commanded except to worship Allaah alone, making their religion purely and sincerely for Him (following the religion of tawheed and avoiding shirk), and that they establish the prayer and give the zakaat – and that is the straight and true religion.

Q1. What does this aayah prove?

It proves that eemaan is speech and action and belief, because Allaah called these matters the deen ul qayyimah (the straight and true religion).

So He made 1) the worship of Allaah with ikhlaas (purity and sincerity) for Him, and 2) establishing the prayer and 3) the giving of the zakaat , all of these, to be the religion; and these three matters contain belief, speech and action.

Q2. What is the difference between ad deen and al eemaan ?

Ad deen and al eemaan mean the same thing.
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فجعل عبادة الله تعالى وإخلاص القلب وإقام الصلاة وإيتاء الزكاة كله من الدين ‏
وقال رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم‏:‏ ‏"‏الإيمان بضع وسبعون شعبة أعلاها شهادة أن لا إله إلا الله وأدناها إماطة الأذى عن الطريق
So He made the worship of Allaah, the Most High, and purity and sincerity of the heart and establishment of the prayer and giving the zakaat  - all of it – to be from the religion.

And the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Eemaan is of seventy and odd branches,

the highest of them is the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah 

and the lowest of them is removing that which is harmful from the path.

Q1. How does the hadeeth quoted show that the definition of eemaan given by the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah is the correct definition?

The hadeeth continues:

And al hayaa (sense of shame) is a branch of eemaan.

So the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam made the following matters to be from the branches of eemaan:

a) the statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah (which is speech)

b) removing that which is harmful from the path (which is an action)

c) sense of shame (which is a belief, a matter of the heart)

This therefore is in agreement with the definition of eemaan given by the ahl us sunnah that eemaan is sayings and actions and beliefs.

Q2. Does this hadeeth show that eemaan increases and decreases?

The hadeeth indicates that eemaan has a higher and lower level, so this shows that eemaan increases
 and decreases
.

� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





And two innovating extreme groups have opposed the ahl us sunnah in this (issue of the definition of eemaan):


The first group: The Murjiah – they say:


Eemaan is (just) affirming with the heart – and anything other than that is not from eemaan.





For this reason, they hold the opinion that eemaan does not increase nor decrease, because it is affirming with the heart, and the people are (all) equal in it. So in their opinion, the person who worships Allaah all night and day is just like the person who disobeys Allaah all night and day, as long as his act of disobedience (to Allaah) does not take him out of the religion!


So if we found a man who commits fornication and steals and drinks intoxicants and acts unjustly towards the people – and another man who has taqwaa (fear and dutifulness) of Allaah, far removed from all these (sinful) matters – then both these people would be equal in eemaan and hope in the opinion of the Murjiah! Neither of the two people would be punished because actions do not enter into the meaning of eemaan.





The second group: The Khawaarij and the Mu’tazilah – they said: 


Actions do indeed enter into the meaning of eemaan and they are a condition for its remaining (in a person); so the person who performs his act of disobedience from the major sins goes out from eemaan.





However the Khawaarij say: He is a kaafir (disbeliever)!


And the Mu’tazilah say: He is ‘fee manzilah bayna manzilatayn’ (upon a level between the two levels), so we do not say (he is a) believer and we do not say that he is a disbeliever. Rather we say: He has gone out of eemaan, and he has not entered into kufr, and he has come to be upon a level between the two levels.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p575 -576)





� Soorah al Hijr (15) aayah 39


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 33


� And al Baghawee rahimahullaah adds in his tafseer of this aayah: 


They do not inwardly hold you to be a liar because they know of your truthfulness in that which has come before; rather they just deny My Revelation and reject My Signs just as He said:


And they (Fir’awn and his people) denied the signs wrongfully and arrogantly, but in their own souls they were convinced of them..


Soorah an Naml (27) aayah 14





And at Tabaree rahimahullaah, in his tafseer of this aayah, quotes a narration from Aboo Saalih who said:


Jibreel came to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam one day and he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was sat, grieving. So he said to him:


What is making you sad?


So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said: 


These (people) hold me to be a liar.


So Jibreel said to him:


They do not hold you to be a liar; indeed they know that you are truthful.


“But rather the wrongdoers willfully deny the signs of Allaah.”


� Soorah an Naml (27) aayah 14


� And as Sa'dee rahimahullaah adds in his tafseer of this aayah: 


Their denial was not based upon doubt or misgivings. Rather they denied, despite their knowing and their certainty of the correctness (of the signs).


� As reported by al Bukhaaree (1360, 3884, 4675), Muslim and in the Musnad of Ahmad from the hadeeth of al Musayyib ibn Hazn.


� Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 113


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah adds in his tafseer of this aayah:


He says: After they have died upon their shirk with Allaah and worshipping of idols and it becomes clear to them that they are from the people of the Fire – because Allaah has decreed that He will not forgive a person of shirk. So it is not befitting that for them that they ask their Lord to do something which they already know that He will not do.


� Soorah al Bayyinah (98) aayah 5


� Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (9), Muslim (35), Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud, ibn Maajah, at Tirmidhee and an Nasaaee rahimahumullaah  from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah after mentioning the hadeeth “Eemaan is of seventy and odd branches, the highest of them is the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah, and the lowest of them is removing that which is harmful from the path. And al hayaa is a branch of eemaan”.





So this is speech of the tongue and its action and action of the limbs, and al hayaa is an action of the heart…   





And what also proves this likewise is His statement, He the Most High:


And Allaah would never cause your eemaan to be lost.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 143


The scholars of tafseer said (about this statement “your eemaan”): 


Meaning your prayer towards the Bayt ul Maqdis (in Jerusalem).


So Allaah, the Most High, called the prayer “eemaan”, whilst it is an action of the limbs and an action of the heart and speech of the tongue.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p575)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah commenting on the statement of Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah:


“Eemaan is speech and action:


Speech of the heart and the tongue, and action of the heart and the tongue and the limbs.”





So the author (ibn Taymiyyah) made speech and action for the heart, and he made speech and action for the tongue.


As for the speech of the tongue, then this matter is clear; and it is nutq (utterance).


As for its action (i.e. action of the tongue), then it is its harakaat (movements), and these are not nutq (utterance). Rather utterance springs from them if you are not mute.





As for speech of the heart, then it is its acknowledgement and its tasdeeq (belief).


As for its action, then it is an expression of its movements and , such as ikhlaas (purity and sincerity in intention) in the actions; so this is action of the heart.


And likewise for tawakkul (placing reliance upon Allaah) and rajaa (having hope in Allaah) and khawf (having fear of Allaah).


So the action (of the heart) is not merely serenity and peacefulness in the heart. Rather there are movements in the heart (as well).





As for action of the limbs, then this is obvious – (those matters) such as bowing in the prayer, and prostrating in the prayer, and standing in the prayer, and sitting in the prayer.


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p574)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah: 





And the causes for an increase in eemaan are four in number:


The first: Knowledge of Allaah, the Most High, through His Names and His Attributes. So whenever a person increases in his knowledge of Allaah through His Names and His Attributes, his eemaan increases.





The second: Reflecting upon the signs of Allaah, both universal and legislational.


Allaah, the Most High, said:





Do they not look at the camels – how they are created?


And at the sky – how it is raised?


And at the mountains – how they are set up firmly (such that they do not fall)?


And at the Earth  - how it is spread out?


Soorah al Ghaashiyyah (88) aayaat 17 to 20





And He, the Most High, said:


Say (O Muhammad to the mushriks from your people): Behold (all the signs) in the heavens and the earth (proving the reality of that tawheed of Allaah which I am calling you to)!


But neither the signs nor the warners benefit those who do not believe.


Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 101.





So whenever a person increases in knowledge of that which Allaah, the Most High, has laid down in the creation, from the wondrous aspects of the created matters and from the far reaching wise purposes, it increases him in eemaan in Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





And likewise, reflecting upon the legislational signs of Allaah increase the person in eemaan in Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.


This is because if you look at the legislational signs – and they are the rulings with which the messengers came – you will find in them that which will dazzle the intellects from far reaching wise purposes and tremendous secrets by which you will come to know that this sharee’ah was sent down from Allaah, and that it is built upon justice and mercy. So you will, through this, have your eemaan increased.





The third: Abundance of acts of obedience and doing these in the best manner because actions come into eemaan and since they come into it, it follows by necessity from that that it (eemaan) will increase with an abundance of them (acts of obedience).





The fourth: Leaving off acts of disobedience, seeking nearness to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. For indeed the person increases in eemaan in Allaah the Mighty and Majestic through that. 


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p577 to 578)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


And the causes for an decrease in eemaan are four in number:





The first: Turning away from the knowledge of Allaah, the Most High, and His Names and His Attributes.





The second: Turning away from reflecting upon the signs of Allaah, the Universal and the Legislational signs, for this necessitates heedlessness and hardness of the heart.





The third: Paucity of good deeds (i.e. doing very few good deeds)…





The fourth: Performing acts of disobedience, as per His statement, He the Most High:


No! But on their hearts is raan (the covering of sins and evil deeds) which they used to earn.


Soorah al Mutaffifeen (83) aayah 14


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p578)

















