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لُمْعَةُ ﺍﻹعْتِقَادِ
Q1. What is the full name of Ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah as mentioned by Shaykh al-Fawzaan hafidhahullaah here?

It is: Aboo Muhammad ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Qudaamah, al Hanbalee.

Q2. Which books authored by Ibn Qudaamah on the issue of fiqh are mentioned here?

(In order of increasing size:) 

a) ‘Umdat ul Fiqh.

b) Al Muqni’ - which is larger in size than ‘Umdat ul Fiqh, and is more detailed.

c) Al Kaafee -  which is more extensive than al Muqni’.

d) Al Mughnee -  which is the well known and tremendous work in fiqh, a book which contains a large amount of the fiqh of the salaf and the four madhabs, along with their evidences, and in which the imaam mostly gives preference to one saying which is strongest.

Q3. Which book on usool written by Ibn Qudaamah is mentioned here?

It is the book: Rawdat un Naadhir wa Jannat ul Manaadhir.
Q4. Why do the scholars mention the false doubts and errors in their books on aqeedah?

The scholars mention these in order to repel and refute them and clarify instead what is in fact the correct aqeedah, due to the people being in need of this.

Q5. Which books on aqeedah mentioned by the shaykh have the word sunnah in their title?

The shaykh mentions:

As Sunnah by ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal.

As Sunnah of al Khallaal.

As Sunnah of ibn Abee ‘Aasim.

Q6. Which books on aqeedah mentioned by the shaykh have the word sharee’ah in their title?

The shaykh mentions:

Ash Sharee’ah of Al Aajuree.

Q7. Which books on aqeedah mentioned by the shaykh have the word tawheed in their title?

The shaykh mentions:

At Tawheed of Al Khuzaymah.

At Tawheed of ibn Mandah.

At Tawheed of Shaykh ul Islaam al Mujaddid (the reviver) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab.

Tajreed ut Tawheed of the Imaam and historian al Maqreezee.

Q8. Which books on aqeedah mentioned by the shaykh have the word aqeedah or i’tiqaad in their title?

Usool I’tiqaadi Ahl is Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah of al Laalikaaee.

Al Aqeedah of At Tahaawee – commonly known as Al Aqeedat ut Tahaawiyyah.
Al ‘Aqeedat ul Waasitiyyah of Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah.

Lum’at ul I’tiqaad of ibn Qudaamah.

Q9. What is the meaning of the word al lum’ah?

It is taken from the word al lam’aan, which means something which raidiates light and shines. So this book is al lum’ah in that it is something that shines – in contrast to adh dhulmah (darkness).
Q10. Why is this book entitled lum’ah?

This name lum’ah is appropriate for this book on account of the distinction between it on one hand and the books of darkness on the other – those books which cause the people to have doubts in their creed and belief.

Q11. What is al-i’tiqaad and how is it different from al-eemaan?

This is the verbal noun which is derived from the verb i’taqada and has the meaning of al yaqeen ul jaazim (absolute certainty) which is held as belief in the heart.

It carries the same meaning as al eemaan – there is no difference in meaning between the two terms.

For this reason, Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam said to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam

 ‘Tell me about al eemaan’.

And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam replied:

Al eemaan is that you truly believe in Allaah, and His angels, and His books, and His messengers, and the Day of Judgement, and you truly believe in al qadr (the Divine Predecree), both the good of it and the evil of it.

And these are the fundamentals of al i’tiqaad and are called the pillars of al eemaan.

Q12. What is ar-rashaad and why is it part of this book’s title?

Ar Rashaad (correct guidance) is the opposite of al ghayy (error) and ad dalaal (misguidance).

So this i’tiqaad (that which is contained in this book) guides to the correct path which leads on to Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala - in contrast to the the creeds and beliefs of the people of misguidance which lead to destruction and straying.
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بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّﺣﻤﺎنِ الرَّحِيمِ
Q1. When should we use the basmalah (the statement Bismillaahir Rahmaanir Rahmeen)?

Every matter of importance should be begun with the basmalah. So both oral and written matters should be begun with this.
Q2. Which Prophet who used the basmalah is mentioned in the Qur’aan?

Sulaymaan ‘alaiyhissalaam used the basmalah when writing to Bilqees, the Queen of Saba.

O Chiefs! There has been delivered to me a noble letter.

It is from Sulaymaan, and it reads: bismillaah ir rahmaan ir raheem.

Q3. Where does the basmalah occur in the Quraan as part of an aayah rather than as an independent aayah?

It occurs in this aayah mentioning the letter that Sulaymaan ‘alaiyhissalaam wrote to Bilqees.

The shaykh, Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah holds the opinion that in all other places where the basmalah is mentioned in the Qur’aan, the basmalah occurs as an independent aayah and not actually part of the Soorah itself.
Q4. What meaning is implied by saying ‘bismillaah’ even though it is not actually stated?

That which is left unstated when a person says bismillaah is:

In the name of Allaah, I seek aid and in the name of Allaah, I seek blessing.

Q5. What purpose is served by something having a particular name?

It distinguishes it from other things (which do not have that name).

Q6. Which of the names of Allaah is intended when we say ‘bismillaah’ (‘in the name of Allaah’)?
When one says in the name of Allaah, he intends by this all the names of Allaah.

Q7. In which book can we find the list of all of Allaah’s Names?

Only Allaah knows all the Names of Allaah, so there is no book that we can get hold of in which we can read all of Allaah’s Names.

Q8. Which other beings are allowed to take the name ‘Allaah’ and why?

No other being may take the name ‘Allaah’ except Allaah Himself.

This is because the word Allaah is derived from uloohiyyah (worship) which means ‘uboodiyyah (worship).

So He is the ma’bood (the One who should be worshipped), the ma’looh (the One taken as a deity), the One whom the hearts venerate and love with great reverence and exaltation.

Q9. Which attribute of Allaah is contained in the two Names ar-Rahmaan and ar Raheem?

These two names contain the attribute of ar rahmah (mercy).

Q10. Which of the two, Rahmaan and Raheem, can be applied to other than Allaah?

It is permissible for the name Raheem to be applied to other than Allaah.

An example of this is Allaah’s statement about the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

(he is) compassionate and raheem (merciful) towards the believers.

Q11. What is the difference in meaning between these two Names ar-Rahmaan and ar-Raheem?

Ar Rahmaan is more general than ar Raheem, since ar Rahmaan indicates His all encompassing mercy to all of the created beings. 

And ar Raheem indicates His mercy which is specific to the believers – as is shown by His Statement, the most High:

And He is (and always was) raheem (merciful) to the believers.


� Soorah an Naml (27) aayaat 29 to 30


� So since the name Allaah is derived from a word referring to worship, only the One who is worshipped in Truth can take on this name Allaah.


� Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 128


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 43


� Some of the salaf hold that the difference between ar Rahmaan and ar Raheem is that the former indicates the One who possesses extensive mercy, whereas the latter indicates the One who causes His mercy to reach others. In other words, ar Rahmaan relates to His Dhaat (His Self) whereas ar Raheem relates to His actions. From those who held this view were Imaam ibn ul Qayyim and from the modern day scholars Shaykh al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahumallaah.





