‘QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 84 (continued)

1) Which of the types of shafaa’ah will benefit the disbeliever?

No shafaa’ah will benefit the disbeliever.

So the intercession of the shaafi’een (those who intercede) will not benefit them.

Soorah al Muddathir (74) aayah 48

2) The Qur’aan mentions two types of shafaa’ah. What are they?

a) The shafaa’ah which is rejected, where the necessary prerequisites are not met.

b) The shafaa’ah which is affirmed, where the necessary prerequisites are actualised.

3) Why does the shaykh mention the example of Aboo Taalib, the uncle of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

Aboo Taalib died as a kaafir but his is the only example where the intercession for a disbeliever will be accepted.

For the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam will intercede for his uncle, but it will not be an intercession for his uncle to taken out of the Fire; it will only be for his punishment to be lightened, on account of his giving assistance and shelter and defence to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

4) The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam shares the right of some of the types of shafaa’ah with other created beings. Who are they?

The Prophets, the Angels, the saaliheen (righteous people) and the afraat (the young children who have died before their parents died) who did not reach puberty.

5) What is  the shafaa’ah for the people of the mawqif, and is this shafaa’ah specific to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam alone?

This is the intercession for the people on the Day of Judgement when the standing on the mawqif (standing place) becomes prolonged, the torment becomes severe and the sun comes close to the heads of the people. 

The people will want someone to intercede for them for the judgement between them to be completed and for them to be taken away from that standing place, whether it be to Paradise or to the Fire.

This intercession is specific to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

6) What is the order of the Prophets who will be approached on that day to make shafaa’ah for the people?

Aadam, then Nooh, then Moosaa, then ‘Eesaa, then Muhammad ‘alaiyhim us salaatu wa salaam.

7) What will be said to the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam after he fallen prostrate in front of Allaah, praising Him and calling upon Him on that day?

Raise your head, and ask, and you will be be given it, and intercede and your intercession will be accepted.

8) Will the shafaa’ah of the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam be accepted immediately after that?

No, he sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam will prostrate and call upon Allaah, praising Him and seeking intercession by means of His Names and His Attributes. 

After that he sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam will intercede for the judgement of the Creation to be completed and then Allaah will accept his intercession.

9) What will occur after that?

After this intercession is accepted, then Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala will come to complete the judgement between His Slaves.

But no! When the earth is ground to powder.

And your Lord will come with angels in rows.

Soorah al Fajr (89) aayaat 21 to 22

10) What is the maqaam mahmood that the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam will be given, as mentioned in soorah al Israa (17:79)?

And spend some of the night in tahajjud (night prayer) as an additional prayer for you (O Muhammad) - it may be that your Lord will raise you to a maqaam mahmood.

Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 79

This praiseworthy position is the right of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to intercede for the judgement to occur between the Creation.

11) What is the second type of shafaa’ah mentioned by the shaykh?

It is the intercession made by the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam (and no one else) for the people of Paradise to actually enter Paradise.

12) Who will be the first person to enter Paradise?

It will be the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam and he is also the one who will open the door of Paradise.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam said:

I will come to door of Paradise on yawm ul Qiyaamah, then I will ask for it to be opened, so the guardian will say:

Who are you?

Then I will say:

Muhammad.

So he will say:

(It is) for you, I was commanded that I should not open (it) for anyone before you.

Hadeeth of Anas ibn Maalik radi Allaahu ‘anhu reported by Muslim (197).

13) Which will be the first ummah (nation) to enter Paradise?

It will be the Muslims, the ummah of Muhammad sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam.
14) What is the third type of shafaa’ah mentioned by the shaykh?
It is the intercession made by the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam (and no one else) for the people of Paradise that Allaah raise their station and level in Paradise.

15) What is the fourth type of shafaa’ah mentioned by the shaykh?
It is the intercession made by the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam (and other than him as well) for the mu’minoon who have fallen into major sins and who deserve to enter the Fire, that they be saved from entering the Fire.

It is also an intercession for those mu’minoon who have entered the Fire that they exit from it.

16) Which sects disagree with the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah about this fourth type of shafaa’ah and what do they say?

The Jahmiyyah and Khawaarij and those who resemble them disagree with the people of sunnah on this issue.

These misguided sects mistakenly say: the one who enters the Fire will never exit from it.

17) What is the fifth type of shafaa’ah mentioned by the shaykh?

It is the intercession made by the Prophet sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam (and no one else) for his uncle Aboo Taalib who died upon shirk, the deen of ‘Abdul Muttalib the mushrik.

He sall Allaahu ’alaiyhi wa sallam will intercede for his uncle’s punishment to be lightened – for his uncle will never leave the Fire – and as a result, Aboo Taalib will be in a shallow pit of fire.

Despite this, Aboo Taalib will not see that anyone is being more severely punished than him.
