‘QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 84

1) Why is eemaan in the shafaa’ah (intercession) considered to be from the most important aspects of Islaamic aqeedah?

This is because some of the people have gone astray in their affirming it, with some going beyond the due limits in affirming it and some others denying it and some people being justly balanced in this issue.

2) Who is the first group the shaykh mentions who have gone astray in the issue of the shafaa’ah? What do they say?

Some people have gone beyond the due limits in affirming the intercession, to the extent that they seek it from the dead and from the graves and from the idols, trees and stones.

And they worship besides Allaah that which can neither harm them nor benefit them and they say: These are our shufa’aaunaa (intercessors) with Allaah!

Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 18

And those who take awliyaa besides Him (say):

We worship them only so that they may bring us close to Allaah!

Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 3

3) Who are the second group mentioned by the shaykh who have gone astray in the issue of shafaa’ah?

This group have gone beyond the due limits in denying the shafaa’ah, such as the Mu’tazilah and the Khawaarij.

So they deny that the shafaa’ah will occur for the Muslims who have committed major sins – and in doing so, these misguided groups oppose that which has been reported in a mutawaatir form in the Book and the Sunnah with regards to the shafaa’ah.

4) Who is the third group mentioned by the shaykh?

It is the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah who are justly balanced in this issue between the two extremes, so they affirm the shafaa’ah in the manner that Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam have mentioned it.

So the ahl us sunnah have eemaan in the shafaa’ah without falling into ifraat (going to excess in affirming it) or tafreet (falling short in affirming it).

5) What is the linguistic meaning of shafaa’ah?

It is taken from the word shaf’ which means ‘even’ i.e. the opposite of ‘odd’, a number greater than 1 e.g. 2 or 4 or 6.

6) What is the sharee’ah meaning of shafaa’ah?

It means: mediation in answering a need, a mediation between the person who has the need and the person who can answer the need.

7) Broadly speaking, what are the two types of shafaa’ah?

They are:

a. intercession with Allaah

b. intercession with the creation

8) With regard to the second type of shafaa’ah, what is the first subtype?

The first subtype of intercession is the shafaa’ah hasanah - interceding with someone from the creation in matters which are good, those matters which are beneficial and permissible.

And whoever intercedes with a shafaa’ah hasanah will have a portion of its reward.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 85

9) Why and when is there reward in this type of shafaa’ah?

There is reward in this type of shafaa’ah because it contains benefit for the Muslims in answering their needs, and bringing about that which they were seeking.

The reward however will only occur as long as there is no transgression or oppression against anyone involved in this shafaa’ah.

10) What is the second subtype of shafaa’ah?

It is the shafaa’ah sayyi’ah – the evil intercession, which is the intercession for matters which are haraam (forbidden).

An example of this would be interceding for the overturning of legal punishments when they have become obligatory upon someone.

11) What is the second type of shafaa’ah and why is it different from the first type?

It is the intercession with Allaah, and it is different from the intercession with the creation.

This second type involves Allaah – the Majestic and Most High - giving honour to some of His servants, who supplicate to him on behalf of one of the Muslims who has committed a major sin and therefore deserves punishment. 

12) What does the one who makes shafaa’ah in this circumstance ask for on behalf of the one being interceded for?

The one who intercedes asks that Allaah forgive the sinner and that He does not punish him, because the sinner was a believer, a person of tawheed.

Or the one who intercedes may ask that the person who enters the Hellfire (on account of a sin he committed) be taken out and the punishment be lifted from him.

13) ) What are the two conditions which must be fulfilled before this second type of shafaa’ah can occur?

a) Allaah must give His permission for the shafaa’ah to occur

b) The person for whom intercession is sought must be a person of Tawheed.

14)  What proof does the shaykh quote for the first condition?

Who is there who can intercede with Him except with His permission?

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 255

15) What proof does the shaykh quote for the second condition?
And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased.

Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 28

16) What aayah does the shaykh quote which demonstrates both of these conditions?

Except after Allaah has given permission for whomsoever He wills and with whom He is pleased.

Soorah an Najm (53) aayah 26

