QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 76

1) Can it be said that Allaah has hudood (limits/boundaries)?

If what is intended is the boundaries and created limits, then Allaah is free and far removed from these kinds of limits and from being inside part of the Creation.

However if what is intended by the word hudood is limits which are not created, and this is in fact referring to Allaah’s being in a direction of highness and loftiness – then this is indeed established for Allaah, the Majestic and Most High.

For Allaah is not declared free and far removed from being High and Exalted, because this is the Truth about Him. And this would not be from the issue of having boundaries nor from the matter of created limits.

2) What important clarification does shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah bring to the statement of Imaam at Tahaawee rahimahullaah :

(And He is highly exalted above…) having parts and limbs and appendages…

The shaykh makes the point that if what is understood by this statement is a negation of those sifaat udh dhaatiyyah (Attributes related to Allaah’s Self) – such as His Face, Hands, etc, then this is a false understanding. For these Attributes and all the other sifaat udh dhaatiyyah are affirmed for Allaah by the Book and the Sunnah.

If however what is understood is that the Hands, Face etc of Allaah do not resemble the Hands, Face, etc of the Creation, then this is true – for Allaah is free and far removed from this type of resemblance.

3) What defence does shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah make of Imaam at Tahaawee rahimahullaah on this point?
We make the excuse for the Imaam rahimahullaah that he intended the correct meaning when he made the statement:

(And He is highly exalted above…) having parts and limbs and appendages…

For the Imaam was from the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah, and he was from the leaders of the scholars of hadeeth, so it is not possible that he intended an evil meaning by this statement of his.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 77

4)  What important clarification does shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah bring to the statement of Imaam at Tahaawee rahimahullaah :

He is not contained by the six directions contrary to all of the living things.

If what is understood by this statement is the created directions, then this is correct, for Allaah is free and far removed from that. Nothing from His Creation contains Him.

However if the statement of the imaam is taken to be referring to the direction of ‘uluww (Allaah being High above His Creation) then this is not correct – since Allaah is above His Creation, and to reject this ‘uluww is to do something false and futile.
5) What defence does shaykh al Fawzaan make of Imaam at Tahaawee on this point?
He hafidhahullaah mentions that perhaps when the imaam used the phrase ‘six directions’, he actually meant the created directions and not the direction of ‘uluww.

For the imaam was indeed of those people who affirmed the ‘uluww and the istiwaa (Allaah’s rising above His Throne).
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6) What is the meaning of al israa?

It means: a journey at night.

7) What is the meaning of al israa in this context?

It refers to the journey made by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam from al Masjid ul Haraam to al Masjid ul Aqsaa (in Jerusalem) in the space of a single night.

8) Why is al israa considered to be a miracle?

This is because normally that journey would have taken a month or more to perform, and the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam completed it in one night.

9) What is the meaning of al mi’raaj?

Al mi’raaj is a means of rising and ascending.

10) What is the meaning of al mi’raaj in this context?

It refers to the journey of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam from the earth to the heavens.

11) What was the order of events on that night?

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam went on the night journey to the Masjid al Aqsaa, where he prayed with the Prophets.

He then was raised to the sky and passed through all seven levels of heaven.

Allaah showed him that which He showed him from the major signs.

Then he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam descended to the earth, and was taken by Jibreel to the place from where he began his night journey – all of this occurring in one night.

12) What is the ruling upon the person who denies the israa and mi’raaj or who tries to interpret them away from their correct meaning?

The person who denies them is a kaafir (disbeliever) and the one who distorts their meaning is a daal (misguided person).

13) What do we say to the person who claims that it was merely the rooh (soul) of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam which made the night journey, and not his physical body?

We say: Allaah stated:

(Glorified is He) who took His ‘abd (slave) on the Israa (night journey)...
Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 1

So Allaah used the word ‘abd here and this is a term used to describe the soul and the body together.

It cannot be said that the soul alone is an ‘abd.

14) What do we say to the person who claims that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam made the night journey whilst he was asleep, and not in a state of being awake?

We say this too is incorrect.

What ‘ibrah (admonition) could be taken from a dream which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam experienced whilst asleep - for every person sees visions and miraculous things in their dreams?

