QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 67

1) What should our approach be to that knowledge which Allaah has blocked us from knowing or understanding?

It should be that we have eemaan (true faith) in it and we entrust it back to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

As for those who have eemaan, then they know that it is the Truth from their lord.

But as for those who disbelieve, then they say: What does Allaah mean by this example?

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 26

2) What is the proof that Allaah has prevented us from knowing certain aspects of the religion?

Amongst the proofs is the aayah from soorah aale ‘Imraan:

He (Allaah) it is who has revealed to you the Book – from it are aayaat muhkamaat (verses whose meaning is clear and apparent), these are the Foundation of the Book.

And others are mutashaabihaat (verses whose meaning is not clear to some until they are understood in the light of other clear verses).

So as for those in whose hearts is a deviation, then they seek after those which are not entirely clear, seeking trials and tribulations and seeking to interpret it in accordance with their desires.
And none knows its hidden meanings other than Allaah.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 7
3) What is the correct approach of the people who are firmly grounded in knowledge to these aspects of the religion?

They say:

We believe in it, all of it is from our Lord.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 8

So these raasikhoon fil ‘ilm (people firmly grounded in knowledge) submit and surrender and they do not let their lack of knowledge of its true meaning prevent them from having eemaan in it.

An alternative explanation of this aayah is that the raasikhoon fil ‘ilm refer the mutashaabihaat aayaat back to the muhkamaat aayaat so that the latter can give the correct explanation and make clear the meaning of the former.
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4) Who does the shaykh mention as being an example of people who waver in their deen?

He cites the example of the munaafiqoon (hypocrites):

Whenever the (lightning) flashes for them, they walk in it.

And when darkness covers them they stand still.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 20

Sometimes, these people are with the Muslims, at other times they are with the hypocrites. Sometimes they testify to the truth of al Islaam, at other times they deny it.

5) What does the shaykh say about the sin of speaking about Allaah without knowledge, and what proof does he bring for this?

He equates this sin with shirk – in fact, he says that is a greater sin than shirk - as per the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

Say (O Muhammad); My Lord has only forbidden al fawaahish (lewdness and indecency), whether committed openly or secretly and al ithm (sins) and unjust oppression and that you associate partners with Allaah for which He did not send down any authority – and that you say about Allaah that of which you have no knowledge.

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 33

So, as the people of tafseer have mentioned, this sins become progressively worse as the list goes on – and Allaah mentioned speaking about Allaah without knowledge as the worst of this list.
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6) About whom does it seem that the imaam rahimahullaah is making this point?

He will be a person suffering from whisperings, lost, doubting, neither being a true believer upon Eemaan nor an outright rejecter and denier.

It would seem that the imaam is talking about the people of taraddud (hesitation and indecisiveness) and nifaaq (hypocrisy), since they are always full of doubts and indecision, always wavering.
They are always swaying between this and that, belonging neither to these nor to those.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 143
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7) What is the daar us salaam referred to in this point?

It is al jannah (Paradise).
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8) When exactly will the believers see Allaah in the Hereafter?

They will see Him, the Perfect and Most High, in the ‘arasaat (open plains) on the Day of Judgement, before entering Paradise.

They will also see Him after entering Paradise – all of this occurring out of Allaah’s munificence towards His Servants for their believing in Him in this world without seeing Him.
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9) Upon what does the religion of the non Muslims rest?

The religion of the non Muslims rests upon interfering and meddling in that which has come from Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, distorting the speech away from its correct meanings.
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10) What is the mistake that the Mu’attilah make with regards to the Attributes of Allaah?

They exaggerate and go to extremes in making tanzeeh (trying to free Allaah from imperfections) - to the extent that they end up negating Allaah’s Attributes altogether.

11) What is the mistake that the Mushabbihah make with regards to the Attributes of Allaah?

They go to extremes in affirming the Attributes of Allaah until they end up likening Allaah to the Creation.

12) What is the correct approach of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah in this issue?

They are justly balanced between these two extremes mentioned above.

The people of the Sunnah affirm for Allaah that which He and His Messenger affirmed for Allaah – but they do not fall into tashbeeh (likening Allaah to the Creation with regards to some of His Attributes), nor tamtheel (likening Allaah to His Creation in all His Attributes), nor ta’teel (negating the Attributes) nor takyeef (stating exactly how Allaah’s Attributes are).
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13) What is the meaning of the word wahdaaniyyah in the imaam’s statement:

Since our Lord, the Majestic and Most High, has the attributes of wahdaaniyyah…

The meaning of wahdaaniyyah is: Unity and Oneness, and it means that there are no partners for Him, not in His Ruboobeeyyah (Lordship) nor in his Uloohiyyah (Right to be worshipped) nor in His Asmaa wa Sifaat (Names and Attributes).

