QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 47

1) With regards to soorah at Takweer (81) aayaat 19 to 20, then who is the honourable messenger to whom the Quraan is ascribed? And why is the Quraan not ascribed to Allaah in these aayaat?

Indeed it (The Qur’aan) is the word of an honourable messenger. Owner of power, (high in rank) with the Lord of the Throne.

Soorah at Takweer (81) aayaat 19 to 20

These two aayaat refer to the angel Jibreel alaiyhissalaam. He is the honourable messenger who has a high rank with Allaah.

The Quraan is ascribed to Jibreel here with regards to his conveying the Quraan.

But the One who speaks with the Quraan is Allaah, the Lord of Jibreel, for it is not possible for the Quraan to be the Speech of Jibreel and also the Speech of Allaah – for speech can only emanate from one being and not from more than one.

2) With regards to soorah al Haaqah (69) aayaat 40 to 41, then who is the honourable messenger to whom the Quraan is ascribed in these two aayaat?

Indeed it is the word of an honourable messenger. It is not the word of a poet; little is it that you believe!

Soorah al Haaqah (69) aayaat 40 to 41

The honourable messenger referred to here is Muhammad sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam. The ascription of the Quraan to the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam here is also by way of conveying the Quraan, and not originating it.

3) With what terminology does the shaykh hafidhahullaah describe the ascription of the Quraan to a) Allaah and b) to other than Allaah?

He describes the ascription of the Quraan to Allaah as being idaafah ibtidaa (an ascription of originating) – meaning that the Quraan originated from Allaah.

The shaykh describes the ascription of the Quraan to Jibreel or to the Prophet alaiyhimus salaatu was salaam as being idaafah tableegh (an ascription of conveying).

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 48

4) What do the Mu’tazilah and the Jahmiyyah say about the Quraan being the Speech of Allaah?

They say that the Quraan is the speech of Allaah but the linking of Allaah to the Quraan in this way is just majaaz (metaphorical) i.e. a person cannot say that the Quraan is literally the Speech of Allaah.

They say this because they (incorrectly) believe that Allaah created the Quraan, so the ascribing of the Quraan to Allaah is like the ascribing of a created matter to its Creator.

5) The shaykh refutes the false saying of these two groups. He mentions that when something is ascribed to Allaah, this ascribing can be of two different types. What is the first type?

The first type is idaafat ul ma’aanee (the ascription related to abstract nouns or meanings). An example is ascribing the Quraan to Allaah by saying it is ‘the Speech of Allaah’.

This comprises a sifat (an Attribute) being ascribed to the mawsoof (One who possesses that Attribute), and therefore includes matters such as the Speech of Allaah, Allaah’s Hearing, His Sight, etc.

The attributes which are ascribed in this way are not able to exist independently of the mawsoof (one who possesses them).

6) What is the second type of ascription?

It is idaafat ul a’yaan (the ascription related to material objects), such as the House of Allaah (i.e. the Ka’bah).

So this comprises something created being ascribed to its Creator.

The benefit attained from this ascription to Allaah is that the object being ascribed (e.g. the Ka’bah in the example mentioned) is honoured and ennobled by being linked to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 49

7) Which groups believe that the Quraan is created??

The Jahmiyyah and the Mu’tazilah.

8) Why do these groups hold this belief?

They hold this mistaken belief because they believe that Allaah does not literally speak – due to their foolish methodology of negating all of Allaah’s Attributes.

They fall into this out of fear that by affirming Allaah’s Attributes, they will be committing tashbeeh (resembling Allaah to the Creator).

These groups do not distinguish between the Attributes of the Creator on one hand, and the Attributes of the Creation on the other. 

So these groups flee from tashbeeh (resembling Allaah to His Creation) only to fall into the blameworthy ta’teel (negation of Allaah’s Attributes) – which in fact is even worse! A good example of out of the frying pan, into the Fire…

9) What simple principle does the shaykh bring to destroy their arguments?

He hafidhahullaah says:

If only they (i.e. these two groups) affirmed that which Allaah affirmed for Himself, and were aware that there is a difference between the Attributes of the Creator and the Attributes of the Creation, they would surely have precisely arrived at the Truth, and felt at ease, and left the people at ease. However they were upon misguidance.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 50

10) What is the ruling passed upon the person who thinks that when he hears the Quraan, he is only hearing the speech of a human?

This person has committed kufr (disbelief).

11) Why is this ruling passed upon such a person?

Such a person has rejected the speech of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. So if there is no speech of Allaah which He revealed upon His Servants, then how can the hujjah (proof) be established against them?

If there is not be found anywhere in existence the Speech of Allaah – not in the Tawraah, nor in the Injeel, nor in the Quraan – then this implies that the proof from Allaah has not been established upon Mankind – and this is from the worst forms of disbelief and the most severe misguidance.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 51

12) Who is the person mentioned in the Quraan itself who made the grave error of saying that the Quraan was the speech of a human?

It was al Waleed ibn al Mugheerah al Makhzoomi. He was from the senior figures amongst the kuffaar of Makkah, and one of their most powerful people.

He was known as ‘The Flower of Makkah’ due to his high standing amongst them.

13) How did he come to deny that the Quraan was the Speech of Allaah?

When he heard the Quraan, al Waleed was amazed by it and knew that it could not be the speech of a mere human. He therefore praised it, acknowledging that it was not like the poetry or sorcery that he was familiar with.

However his people scolded and reprimanded him for saying this, since his statement would mean acknowledging the messengership of Muhammad sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.

So al Waleed turned back on his opinion and said:

This is nothing but the word of a human being.

Soorah al Muddathir (74) aayah 25

And so Allaah revealed the aayaat in Soorah al Muddathir (aayaat 18 to 25).

14) What fate did Allaah promise this man?

He, the Most High, stated:

I will cast him into Hellfire.

Soorah al Muddathir (74) aayah 26

