QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 44

1) What is the Quraanic proof that the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was sent to all of mankind?

Amongst the proofs are the following:

And We have not sent you (O Muhammad) except as a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind.

Soorah Saba (34) aayah 28

Say (O Muhammad): ‘O Mankind! Indeed I am the Messenger of Allaah to you all.’

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 158

2) What is the ruling upon the person who claims that the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was sent to just the Arabs? What people make this false claim?

This is the false claim of the some of the Christians (amongst others), who claim that he sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was just sent to the Arabs, thereby denying that he was sent to anyone else apart from the Arabs.

So this is kufr (disbelief) in Allaah, and accusing Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam of lying when Allaah said:

And We have not sent you (O Muhammad) except as a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind.
Soorah Saba (34) aayah 28
3) What is the proof from the authentic ahaadeeth that the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was sent to all of mankind?

Each prophet (before me) used to be sent specifically to his own people, and I was sent to all of mankind.

Reported by Al Bukhaari (335, 438) and Muslim with a slightly different wording.

4) What is the proof from the actions of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam that he was sent to all of mankind?

He sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam used to write to the kings of the earth calling them to Islaam; this proves that he sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was sent to all the people of the Earth.

And he sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam was commanded to make jihaad until the people entered Islaam, again proving the generality of his message to all people.

5) What three points of aqeedah does shaykh al Fawzaan mention that it is obligatory to hold with regards to the Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam?

a) That he is the Servant of Allaah and His Messenger 

b) That he is the Seal of the Prophets, with there being no Prophet after him.

c) That his message was general to all of the Mankind and Jinn.

6) Was the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam sent to the Jinn as well? If so, what is the proof for this?

Yes, it is general to the Jinn, as well as mankind. Amongst the proofs for this is the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

And (remember) when We sent towards you (O Muhammad) a small group (of between three and ten) of the Jinn, listening attentively to the Quraan, when they stood in the presence of it, they said: Listen in silence!

So when it was completed, they returned to their people as warners.

They said: O our people! Indeed we have heard a book revealed after Moosaa, confirming what came before it, guiding to the Truth and to a Straight Path.

O our people! Respond to Allaah’s Caller and believe in him….

Soorah al Ahqaaf (46) aayaat 29 to 31

See also soorah al Jinn (72) aayaat 1-2.
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7) What is the ‘chain of transmission’ by which the Quraan came to us?

Allaah spoke with the Quraan.

Jibreel alaiyhissalaam took it from Allaah.

The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam took it from Jibreel.

And the Ummah of Muhammad took it from him sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.

Note that Jibreel alaiyhissalaam did not take the Quraan from al Lawh ul Mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet).

8) What was the role of Muhammad sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and Jibreel alaiyhissalaam in the transmission of the Quraan?

They were conveyors of the Quraan from Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

They did not originate the Quraan.

9) Upon what statements about the origin of the Quraan does the shaykh pass the verdict of kufr (disbelief)?

The shaykh hafidhahullaah passes the verdict of kufr upon the person who claims that Jibreel alaiyhissalaam took the Quraan from the al Lawh ul Mahfoodh.

He also passes this verdict upon the person who claims that Allaah created the Quraan in something and then Jibreel took the Quraan from that something.

The shaykh hafidhahullaah says that this is the kufr which would take a person out of the religion of Islaam, and that this is the statement about the Quraan that is mentioned by the Jahmiyyah and the Mu’tazilah.

Rather the Quraan is the Speech of Allaah, in its actual letters as well as its meanings; Allaah spoke with it in a manner that He wished, and we describe Allaah with the Attribute of Speaking.
10) Which category of Allaah’s Attributes does the Quraan fall into?

It comes under the category of the Attributes which are fi’liyyah (related to Allaah’s Actions).

11) What knowledge do we have of the kayfiyyah (the exact nature) of Allaah’s Speech?

As for how Allaah spoke with the Quraan, then we say: Allaahu a’lam bihaa (Allaah knows best about it).

And this is true for the other Attributes of Allaah as well; we have eemaan in them, but we do not know their kayfiyyah (the details of how they are).

NB: The meaning of these Attributes is known to us, but the kayfiyyah is unknown.
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12) What challenge does Allaah issue in Soorah Al Baqarah to those who do not accept that the Quraan originated from Him?

And if you are in doubt concerning that which We have sent down upon Our Slave, then bring a chapter the like of it  - and call your witnesses (supporters) besides Allaah, if you are telling the Truth.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 23

13)  Could the Arabs respond to this challenge which Allaah set them?

No, they could not respond to this or the other challenges in the Quraan to bring something like the Speech of Allaah.

This was despite their being Arabs themselves, well versed in pure classical Arabic, and of course, eager to oppose the message of Muhammad sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam and to discredit the Quraan.
