QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 34 AND 35 (continued)

1) What is the position of the people of Sunnah with regards to the issue of mashiyah (the will)?

They affirm the two wills - the will of Allaah and the will of the servants – and they link the will of the servant to the will of Allaah. Thus they affirm that the will of the servant is not independent of the will of Allaah.

2) How are the two aayaat quoted by the shaykh a proof for this position?

But you do not will except as Allaah wills. Indeed Allaah is the All Knowing, the One Fully Wise.

Soorah Al Insaan (76) aayah 30

And you do not will except as Allaah wills, the Lord of all the Creation.

Soorah At Takweer (81) aayah 29

And you do not will… – this affirms the will of the servants.

…except as Allaah wills  - this affirms the will of Allaah.

These aayaat also confirm that the will of the servant is not independent. Rather it is linked to Allaah’s will since it was created by Allaah; Allaah created the servant and He also created the servant’s will.

3) What is the significance of the word ‘thumma’ in the hadeeth quoted by the shaykh regarding the people who said:
‘Maa shaa Allaah wa shaa Muhammad.’
It is as Allaah wills and Muhammad (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) wills.

When the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) heard of a people making this statement, he rejected this by saying:

Say: ‘maa shaa Allaah thumma shaa Muhammad.’

It is as Allaah wills then as Muhammad (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) wills.

Wa  - used in the original statement of the people, and it means ‘and’.

Thumma – used in the correct version, and it means ‘then’.

There is a great significance to the use of this word. By using the word ‘thumma’ (then), the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) showed that his will was subservient to and consequent upon the will of Allaah.

The two wills were not equal partners to each other – which would have been implied by using the word ‘and’ instead of ‘then’.

Compare the two versions again:

It is as Allaah wills and Muhammad (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) wills.

It is as Allaah wills then as Muhammad (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) wills.
QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 36

4) What are the reasons that Allaah might choose to guide a particular person?

Allaah guides the person whom He knows is suitable for guidance, who would be eager to seek guidance and who would devote himself to it.

5) What are the reasons that Allaah might choose to misguide a particular person?

Allaah misguided whom He wills due to that person’s turning away from seeking guidance and goodness – so Allaah’s misguiding that person is a punishment for that person’s turning away and his lack of desire for goodness.

Refer to Soorah al Layl (92) aayaat 5 – 10

6) What is the difference between Allaah’s role and the servant’s role in terms of that servant being guided to the Truth?

The sabab (reason or basis) for the guidance comes from the servant – he chooses whether or not to seek guidance and goodness.

But the qudrah (ability and power) to guide comes from Allaah alone.

7) What is the meaning of fadlan in the statement of the Imaam At Tahaawee (rahimahullaah):

He guides whom He wishes, and He protects and He defends, fadlan…

This means ‘as a favour’.

Allaah guides the person as a favour to him and out of kindness to the person who wishes goodness and guidance.

8) What is the response to those who say that Allaah wrongs a person if He misguides him?

As for Allaah misguiding a person, then it is a just recompense for that person’s turning away from the Truth and his not devoting himself to goodness and obedience.

And Allaah never commits dhulm (oppression) against anyone.

And Allaah did not wrong them, but they used to wrong themselves.

Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 33

Allaah made oppression, disbelief and sinfulness the reasons for lack of guidance -

And Allaah does not guide the oppressive people

Soorah Al Baqarah (2) aayah 258

And Allaah does not guide the disbelieving people.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 264

And Allaah does not guide the sinful people.

Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 108

· and all of these actions such as oppression, disbelief and sin are from the actions of the servants themselves, and not Allaah.

Allaah rewards the people based on what they do, and He will never cause a righteous action of a person to be lost.

And you will not be recompensed except for what you used to do.

Soorah as Saaffaat (37) aayah 39

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 37

9) What does the name al Hakeem mean?

It means: the One who places the things in their correct place.

So Allaah places bounty upon the people of obedience to Him and He places punishment upon the people of disbelief and sinfulness.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 38

10) What are the three types of Highness that we affirm for Allaah?

We affirm that Allaah is high and exalted in terms of:

a) His Dhaat  - His Essence which is above His Creation

b) His Qadr – His Status

c) His Qahr – His Supremacy over having any opposites or rivals

11) What is the difference in meaning between al addaad and al andaad in the statement of Imaam At Tahaawee (rahimahullaah)?

Al addaad conveys the meaning of: opponents to Allaah.

So no one and nothing from the Creation can oppose Allaah, and when He wishes a matter, then none can object and prevent His Command.

Al andaad conveys the meaning of: beings comparable to Him, beings similar or equivalent to Him.

