QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 6

1) what is the meaning of the name of Allaah, ‘al Awwal’? What is the proof that this is actually one of His Names?

Al Awwal means ‘the first’. The shaykh quotes two pieces of evidence:

a) He is Al Awwal (the First) and al Aakhir (the Last)

 surah al Hadeed (57) ayah 3 

b) Part of the dua made by the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam)  - “You are al Awwal, there is not a single thing before You, and you are al Aakhir, there is not a single thing after You.

Reported by Muslim no: 2713.

2) The Imaam at Tahaawee mentions that Allaah is Qadeem. What note of caution does shaykh al Fawzaan strike with regards to using this description?

The word “Qadeem’ (Ancient) is not from the Names of Allaah. Al Qadeem does not exclude the possibility that something existed before that thing which is Qadeem.

Rather the Name ‘Al Awwal’ (the First) is from His Names

Al Awwal does necessitate that there was nothing before it.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 7
3) What is the difference between the two words in point 7 of Imaam At Tahaawee’s text ‘yafnaa’ and ‘yabeed’?

They both have the same meaning – ‘to perish’. So Allaah does not perish – unlike the Creation.

Yafnaa comes from the same root as faan as in the aayah:

Whatsoever is on it (the earth) faan (will perish).

And the Face of your Lord full of Majesty and Honour will remain.

Surah Ar Rahmaan (55) ayah 26 and 27

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 8
4) Who are the Qadariyyah? What mistaken ideas do they have?

They are a sect who reject Qadr. 
They say that the servant creates his actions himself, and that Allaah does not create the actions of the servant.

This opinion of theirs is actually ascribing deficiency to Allaah.

The Qadariyyah say that events occur in the Creation of Allaah which Allaah does not wish to happen - glorified is Allaah above what they say. 

5) Why did Allaah create those things which some people might call ‘evil’ things?

Allaah created these so called ‘evil’ things for a great wisdom – to test and try the people, so that the despicable may be distinguished from the good. For, in regards to the creation of Allaah there is no ‘evil’. Allaah created this for a great wisdom and not just for no purpose.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 9
6) Can Allaah be known?

Yes, Allaah can be known but He cannot be fully encompassed – see surah TaaHaa (20) aayah 110 for a proof of this.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 10
7) In point 10 of the aqeedah – the anaam do not resemble Him – what is the meaning of anaam?

Anaam means: the Creation. 

8) What is the methodology of the people of the sunnah in the situation where the Creation share a name or an attribute with Allaah, the Exalted?

Allaah, the Exalted, is free and far removed from resembling His Creation. 

So even if both He and His Creation share a name or attribute, then the sharing is only in meaning – the true reality and the exact nature of that name or attribute will be different.

See Soorah as Shooraa (42) aayah 11 and soorah al Ikhlaas (112) aayah 4.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 11
8) What is the meaning of as sinah in aayaat ul kursi (2:255)?

Allaah! There is none who has the right to be worshipped except Him, the Ever Living, the Self Subsisting upon whom everything depends. Neither as sinah nor sleep overtakes Him.

As Sinah  means: a light form of sleep.

9) Allaah negates sleep from Himself. What is the consequence on the other hand if the Creation do not sleep?

The Creation suffer bad health if they do not sleep, and this highlights the difference between the Creator and the Creation.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 12

10) What is the meaning of Al Qayyoom?

The Self Subsisting upon whom everything else depends. So He is not in need of anything else, and everything is in need of Him.

See Soorah Al Faatir (35) aayah 41.

