QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 27

1) What is the effect of Allaah using the letter kaaf in surah ash Shoora (42) aayah 11  where He says ‘laysa KA mithlihi shay’ ?

The kaaf here is used to emphasise the negation – that there is TRULY nothing like unto Him.

It is like Allaah’s usage of the letter ‘ba’ in soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 70 ‘wa kafaa BIllaahi ‘aleema’  - ‘and Sufficient is Allaah as All Knower’ – instead of ‘wa kafaa Allaahu ‘aleema’. This letter ba is used for emphasis.

2) The aayah quoted by the Imaam, surah ash Shoora (42) aayah 11 is a refutation of which two deviant groups?
The first part of the aayah is a refutation of the mushabihhah, those people who seek to make resemblance between Allaah and the Creation. Allaah says:

There is nothing like unto Him….

The second part of the aayah is a refutation of the mu’attilah, those people who negate the Attributes of Allaah.

Allaah, the most Exalted, affirms for Himself the Attributes of Hearing and Seeing when He says:

…. And He is the All Hearing, the All Seeing.

So this tremendous aayah proves that affirming the Names and Attributes for Allaah does not necessitate that you make resemblance between Him and the Creation. The Hearing and the Seeing of the Creation does not resemble the Hearing and the Seeing of Allaah.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 28

3) The shaykh, hafidhahullaah, makes the point that Allaah’s creating the Creation is a proof for which two of His Attributes?

It is a proof for His Knowledge and His Power (qudrah).

See soorah Faatir (35) aayah 44.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 29

4) What are some of the examples the shaykh brings to show that Allaah has given everything its due measure?

If one looks at the example of the human body, its senses, its limbs, its physique, etc – even to the extent that the person is balanced due to his limbs being given the correct proportions – as well as all the other things in existence, which have likewise been given everything in the correct measure, then this shows that Allaah has given everything its (correct) measure.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 30

5) Allaah has given everything a lifespan. This is a proof for what?

This is a proof for the perfection of Allaah’s ruboobeyah (Lordship) and the perfect nature of His Power. Whatever He wishes, occurs; and whatever He does not wish to happen will not occur.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINTS 31 and 32

6) Allaah knows what actions the servant would perform even before He had created them. What example of this does the shaykh mention?

Shaykh al Fawzaan mentions that Allaah knew whether such and such a person would be a person of obedience to Him or whether he would be a person of disobedience to Him.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 33

7) What did Allaah command Mankind and Jinn with after He created them?

He commanded them with worship of Him.

And I did not created the Jinn and Mankind except to worship Me.

Soorah adh Dhaariyah (51) aayah 56

8) Is the recompense that Allaah gives to a servant based upon Allaah’s knowledge or the servant’s actions?

The recompense is in accordance with the servant’s actions.

Allaah has knowledge of who will obey Him and who will disobey Him, but He does not punish the servant based on that knowledge alone - unless that person commits a sin.

So the recompense is based on the servant’s actions, and therefore Allaah commanded the servant with certain actions and forbade him from other actions. 

Whoever obeys His Commands and stays away from those things He has prohibited will obtain reward.

And likewise the person who opposes His Commands and performs the forbidden things will receive punishment.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 34 AND 35

9) Do the servants have a mashiyah (a will) of their own? If so, then what is the relationship between that and the mashiyah of Allaah?

The servants do indeed have a will of their own, but it is subject to the Will of Allaah, and not independent of it.

The evidence for this is the statement of Allaah, the Most Exalted:

But you do not will except as Allaah wills. Indeed Allaah is the All Knowing, the One Fully Wise.

Soorah Al Insaan (76) aayah 30

And you do not will except as Allaah wills, the Lord of all the Creation.

Soorah At Takweer (81) aayah 29

So the mashiyah of the servants is one of their attributes; and the mashiyah of Allaah is one of His Attributes.

10) What two groups is the imaam At Tahaawee (rahimahullaah) refuting in this point about the mashiyah? What do these two groups say?

It is a refutation of the Qadariyyah and of the Jabariyyah.

The Qadariyyah mistakenly reject the mashiyah of Allaah with regards to the servants’ actions, and they hold that the servant has absolute free will – that the servants act independently of Allaah in their actions and in their will.

The Jabariyyah mistakenly say that the servant has no mashiyah – that only Allaah has mashiyah – and that the servant just moves (ie acts) without any choice or will in the matter.

11)What is the relationship between these two groups that go astray in the issue of mashiyah?

The Jabariyyah have gone to excess in affirming the mashiyah of Allaah.

The Qadariyyah have gone to excess in affirming the mashyah of the servant.

