Allaah sent him to a people who were given to devotion and worship, who would make the pilgrimage and give charity and who would remember Allaah often.

However they made some creatures from the Creation into intermediaries between themselves and Allaah.

And they (these people) would say:

“We seek nearness (taqarrub) to Allaah through them” and “We seek their intercession (shafaa’ah) with Allaah”.

(This included) the Angels, and ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam and people other than them from the righteous people (saaliheen).

59) Why does the Imaam ibn Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah  make this point about the acts of worship which the mushriks did? (U)

He makes this point to show that despite all these acts of good, their worship was null and void and did not benefit them because they were disbelievers.

So one of the preconditions that a person must fulfill if he wishes to draw close to Allaah is that the person be a Muslim – and these people were mushriks and not Muslims.

60) Did these mushriks consider the Angels, and ‘Eesaa and other righteous people to actually be Allaah? (U)

No, they affirmed that these beings were distinct and separate from Allaah.

61) Was the attempt to seek shafaa’ah and taqarrub through these Created Beings successful? (U)

No, rather it was a futile attempt and only increased in going further away from Allaah. 

Seeking intercession through these righteous beings was and is worship of them. These mushriks, as mentioned in the previous answer, affirmed that the righteous beings were separate from Allaah, and that they could not bring benefit nor harm. 

But they continued to worship them with the claim that the righteous beings were their ‘intercessors’ with Allaah. 

So Allaah would not allow this false and futile ‘intercession’ or ‘seeking nearness’ for them.

So Allaah sent Muhammad sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam to revive for them the religion of their father Ibraaheem alaiyhissalaam and to inform them that this taqarrub and i’tiqaad (belief that they held) is the sole right of Allaah, the Most High.

It does not befit anyone other than Allaah, no angel brought near nor any prophet sent – let alone anything other than these two…

62) Shaykh al Uthaymeen rahimahullaah mentions several tasks which Allaah sent the Messenger of Allaah sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam to perform. What are these? (U)

a) to call the people to the worship of Allaah alone

b) to warn them from shirk

c) to explain to them that worship is the right of Allaah alone

d) to tell them that it is not permissible to direct any aspect of worship to other than Allaah 

63) What proof does Shaykh al Uthaymeen quote to show that Allaah has forbidden Paradise for the one who commits shirk? (U)

Indeed whoever makes shirk with Allaah, then Allaah has forbidden Paradise to him and the Fire will be his abode.

Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 72

64) What aayah of the Quraan does Shaykh al Uthaymeen mention in the context of the statement ‘to revive for them the religion of their father Ibraaheem’? (U)

Then We inspired you: “Follow the religion of Ibraaheem Haneef and he was not from the Mushrikeen”

Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 123

The Haneef is the one who accepts Allaah with his heart, his actions and his intentions, making all of that for Allaah and he rejects everything beside Him.

