However upon you is to understand two aayaat from the Book of Allaah:

The first of them is that which has preceded from His statement:

Make no excuse; you have indeed committed kufr after you had had eemaan.

So when you have certainty that some of the Companions who fought the Romans alongside the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam committed kufr  on account of a word which they said playing around and in jest, 

then it will have been made clear to you that the person who speaks (a statement) of kufr or acts upon it out of fear of a loss in wealth or status or the circle (of friendship) of someone – is worse than the person who makes the statement in jest.

And the second aayah is His statement, He the Most High:

Whoever disbelieves in Allaah after his eemaan – except for the one who is coerced and his heart is at peace with eemaan.

So Allaah did not excuse anyone from these except for the person who was coerced whilst his heart was at peace with eemaan.

As for other than this, then he has committed kufr after his eemaan, regardless of whether he did it out of fear or circle (of friendship) or out of jealousy for his homeland or his people or his clan or his wealth or whether he did it in jest or purposes other than that – unless he was coerced.

And the aayah proves this from two angles:

The first is from His Statement:

except for the one who is coerced...

So Allaah did not make an exception for anyone other than the one who is coerced; and it is known that a person is not coerced in other than action or speech.

And as for the ‘aqeedah of the heart, then no one is coerced in that.

And the second is His Statement, He the Most High:

That is because they preferred the life of this world over the Hereafter..

So He stated explicitly that this kufr and punishment was not on account of the creed and belief or ignorance or hatred of the deen or love of kufr.

Rather it was only on account of his having a portion of this worldly life and his preferring it over the deen.

And Allaah, the Perfect and Most High knows best and all praise is for Allaah, the Lord of all the Creation and may Allaah extol Muhammad and his true followers and his companions.

355) Did the Muslims referred to in the aayah from Soorah at Tawbah (9:96) actually commit kufr ? (U and F)

Yes, they committed kufr and apostatised from Islaam on account of their mocking the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and his Companions by making statements about them such as, “We have not seen the like of these reciters of ours greedier in their bellies and more dishonest upon their tongues.” 

And their excuse that these were words said in jest was not an excuse accepted by Allaah, as shown in the aayah from Soorah at Tawbah.

356) Were these people worse than the Muslims who make statements of kufr in order to protect their worldly interests? (F)

No, rather those who make statements of kufr in order to protect their wealth, or their status or their standing (in the eyes of the people) are worse than those who make similar statements out of jest. This is because such people have purchased the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter.

357) Have both of these groups committed kufr ? (U)
Yes, both of these groups of people have committed kufr because anyone who manifests Islaam whilst concealing kufr is a munaafiq (hypocrite) regardless of how he does this.

358) Why does the Imaam quote the second aayah here (Soorah an Nahl: 106)? (U)

This aayah shows that no one is excused for kufr after having eemaan except for the person who is coerced. So the person who chooses to commit kufr for whatever purpose – whether it be out of joking around or defending his homeland or whatever is like this – then such a person is a kaafir.

359) Who is excepted from the ruling derived from this aayah? (U)

The only exception to this is for the person who is coerced into kufr whilst inwardly, his heart is at peace with eemaan.

360) Can a person be coerced into changing what is in his heart? (U)

No, this is something impossible, for that which a person believes in his heart is something hidden such that no one else can know it. Coercion only relates to those statements and actions which are manifest and visible.

361) Shaykh al Fawzaan mentions that the person who makes a statement of kufr must fall into one of five categories. What are these? (F)

a) That the person truly holds kufr as his creed and belief in his heart. And this person is without doubt a kaafir.

b) That the person does not truly hold kufr as his creed and belief in his heart, and that he is not coerced into making this statement of kufr.

However he makes this statement due to his greed for the dunyaa or seeking to agree with the people or for other worldly reasons. And this person is also a kaafir, as shown by the aayah from Soorah an Nahl (16:106).

c) That the person performs an act of kufr or shirk in order to conform with his people, but he does not love that kufr nor does he hold it as his creed and belief in the heart.

Rather he only does it out of fervent love for his land, his wealth or his clan.

d) That the person does it out of jest and play, just as occurred with the group mentioned by the Imaam. And this person is a kaafir, as shown by the aayah quoted.

e) That the person does it out of coercion and not out of choice, whilst his heart is at peace with eemaan. And this person has a concession made for him, due to his being coerced into doing this.

The first four of these categories all necessitate that the person is a kaafir. The fifth of the categories is, as mentioned, is excused for the action of kufr he has committed.

362) Whom does this section of the book refute? (F) 

This refutes the one who states that, “The ruling of kufr is not to passed upon a person even if he utters a statement of kufr or does an action of kufr until that which is in his heart is known.”

And this is a false and futile statement which opposes the texts, and which is in fact a saying of the misguided murjiah.
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