And they (the mushrikoon) have another doubt, and it is the story of Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam when he was thrown in the fire and Jibreel appeared to him in the air. So he (Jibreel) said to him:

Do you have need of anything?

So Ibraaheem said:

As for you, then no.

So they (the mushrikoon) say:

If seeking istighaathah (deliverance) from Jibreel were shirk, then he would not have suggested it to Ibraaheem!

So the response is that this is from the same category as the previous response. 

For Jibreel suggested to him that he could benefit him with something that he could (actually) do. And this is just as Allaah the Most High stated about him (Jibreel):

Mighty in strength.

And so had Allaah given him permission to take the fire of Ibraaheem and whatever was around it, from the earth and the mountains, and to put them in the east or the west, then he would surely have done it.

And if He had commanded him to place Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam in a place far away from them, he would surely have done it.

And had he commanded him to raise him to the heavens, he would surely have done it.

And this is just like a rich man who has a great deal of wealth and who sees a man in need. So he suggests to him that he give him a loan or that he give him something which will fulfil his need. So the man in need refuses to take this and has patience until Allaah brings provision to him, without his being indebted to anyone in this. 

So how is this istighaathah (an act of) worship and shirk  - if only they understood!

332) What is the mushrik trying to justify by quoting this story of Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam ? (F) 

333) What would Ibraaheem have meant by his saying: “As for you, then no” ? (F)

334) What praiseworthy characteristic of Ibraaheem does this narration show? (F) 

335) What three characteristics did Jibreel have which made it permissible for him to offer to help Ibraaheem? (F)

336) How does this compare to seeking istighaathah from the dead people and from those who are not present with you? (F)

� Soorah an Najm (53) aayah 5





