However this story benefits us that a Muslim – rather a scholar – may sometimes fall into types of shirk of which he is not aware; and it indicates (the importance of) gaining knowledge and being cautious, and knowledge that the statement of the ignorant people:

We have understood tawheed!

 - is from the greatest forms of ignorance and plots of Shaytaan.

And it benefits us also that if the Muslim, the mujtahid, says a statement of kufr whilst not being aware of this, and he is then informed of this and he repents immediately – then he does not commit kufr.

This is just as Banoo Israaeel did, and those who asked the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

And it benefits us also that even if he does not commit kufr, he is still spoken to with great sternness just as the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did.

312) What is the first of the benefits that Shaykh al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah derives from the narrations of Dhaat Anwaat and that of Banoo Israaeel? (U) 

It is that a person, even if he be a person of ilm (knowledge) may sometimes be unaware of some types of shirk.

So it is therefore obligatory upon a person that he seeks knowledge such that he does not fall into shirk unknowingly.

313) What is al jahl ul murakkab and al jahl ul baseet and which of the two is the more dangerous? (U) 

Al jahl ul murakkab – compounded ignorance - is illustrated by the example of the person who says that “I understand shirk” and yet he does not. So he comprehends something in a way which is different from its true reality.

Al jahl ul baseet  - slight ignorance – is to not fully comprehend a matter, and the person who has this type of jahl, will learn in order to remove the ignorance and will then benefit from his knowledge.

So al jahl ul murakkab is the more dangerous of the two, for the person guilty of this thinks that he has knowledge, but he is in fact ignorant; this person will persist upon that which he is upon, from actions that oppose the Sharee’ah.
314) What is the second of the benefits that Shaykh al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah derives? (U) 

It is that if a Muslim, out of ignorance, says something which would necessitate kufr, then he is fact not harmed by this statement provided that when he is informed of this he repents immediately from it.

However if he persists upon this statement, even after knowing that it is a statement of kufr, then the ruling necessitated by his haal (condition) is passed upon him.

315) What two conditions does Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mention for this benefit to apply? (F)

In order for the Muslim to be excused for the statement of kufr that he makes, then:

i) he must have made that statement out of ignorance, and without the intention (to make a statement of kufr).

ii) that he repents immediately and he leaves that matter when it is explained to him that it is kufr.

316) How is this benefit a refutation of the mushrik who is debating with you? (F)

It refutes his argument that Banoo Israaeel and the Companions of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not commit kufr by their statements. For they did not commit kufr because they made their statement out of ignorance, and they left that statement and repented to Allaah from it when they were informed about the statement they had made.

This is in contrast to these mushriks, such as the one you are debating, who are informed day and night of the danger of what they say, yet they persist in calling upon the graves and the righteous beings, ignoring what is said to them (i.e. to these mushriks) out of pride and stubbornness.
317) What is the third of the benefits that Shaykh al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah derives?(U) 

It is that a person who seeks something which would lead to kufr – even if he does not know about that matter – is dealt with very sternly, as shown by what the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said to his Companions.

� See the hadeeth of Aboo Waaqid al Laythee quoted previously in the footnotes.





