And from the evidence for that also is what Allaah has narrated about Banoo Israaeel who, despite their Islaam and their knowledge and their righteousness, said to Moosaa:

Make for us an ilaah (object of worship) as they have aaliha (objects of worship)!

And the statement of some of the Companions:

Make a Dhaat Anwaat for us!

So the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam swore that this was exactly the same as the statement of Banoo Israaeel, 

Make for us an ilaah..!

However the mushrikoon have a doubt which they try to confirm with this story and it is that they say:

Indeed Banoo Israaeel did not commit kufr by this and likewise, those who said to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, “Make a Dhaat Anwaat for us!” They did not commit kufr.

So the response is that you say:

Indeed Banoo Israaeel did not act (upon this statement of theirs) and likewise those who asked the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam – they (too) did not act. And there is no differing (amongst the people of knowledge) that had Banoo Israaeel acted upon this (statement of theirs), they would have committed kufr.

And likewise there is no differing that those whom the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam forbade – had they not obeyed him and had they taken a Dhaat Anwaat after his forbiddance, they would have committed kufr – and this  is what is desired.

309) What point is the Imaam ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah seeking to prove by quoting these two narrations? (F)

He is proving the point, as he was doing in the preceding paragraphs of his book, that whoever commits one of the nawaaqid ul Islaam (those matters that nullify a person’s Islaam) has committed kufr – even if the person bears witness that laa ilaaha ill Allaah, and he offers prayers and fasts, etc.

So Banoo Israaeel and the Companions of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam both had eemaan in their prophet and had even made jihaad with them, but their statements to their prophet would still have necessitated kufr had they then acted on them.

310) What futile doubt do the mushrikoon try to bring about these two stories? (F) 

They claim that: Banoo Israaeel and the Companions did not commit kufr by this statement of theirs.

311) What is the response to this false doubt of theirs? (F) 

It is that both of these two groups did not carry out that which they said, and had they done so, they would have committed kufr.

However when they were forbidden from acting upon the request of theirs, and when it was explained to both of them that acting on their request would in fact be kufr, they avoided it completely.

� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 138


� The Imaam is referring to the hadeeth of Aboo Waaqid al Laythee who said:





We went out with the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to Hunayn, and we had only recently left kufr.


The mushriks had a lote tree to which they were devoted and upon which they would hang their weapons – the tree being called Dhaat Anwaat.


So we passed by a lote tree and so we said:


O Messenger of Allaah, make for us a Dhaat Anwaat just as they have a Dhaat Anwaat.


So the Messenger of Allaah said:





Allaahu akbar – indeed these are the sunan (paths)! By Him in whose Hand is my soul, that which you said is just like what Banoo Israaeel said to Moosaa:





‘Make for us an ilaah (object of worship) just like they have objects of worship!


He said: Indeed you are a people who are ignorant.’


Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 138





You will certainly follow the paths of those who came before you.





Reported by at Tirmidhee who graded it as saheeh.
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