Allaah sent him to his people when they made ghuloo (exaggerated the status of) the righteous people

37) What is the chapter heading in Kitaab ut Tawheed that deals with this issue? (U)

Shaykh ul Islaam Muhammad ibn Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah gives it the chapter heading: ‘the basis of the disbelief of Bani Adam and their leaving their deen was -  ghuloo (exaggerating the status) of the righteous people’.

38) What does ghuloo mean in the Arabic language? (F)

It means to overstep the boundary.

39) What does ghuloo mean in the context of the sentence “Allaah sent him to his people when they made ghuloo of the righteous people”?(F)

This refers to the people’s belief that these righteous people could bring about benefit or harm without the involvement of Allaah.

40) Shaykh al Uthaymeen mentions that ghuloo can be divided into four categories. What are the examples he quotes of ghuloo in each of the four categories:

a) ghuloo in aqeedah

An example is the ghuloo of the ahl ul Kalaam (people of theological rhetoric) who overstep the correct boundaries in the topic of Allaah’s attributes – to the extent that it led some of them into tamtheel  (making resemblance between Allaah and the Creation) and others into ta’teel  (negating some or all of the Attributes of Allaah).

b) ghuloo in actions of worship

An example is the ghuloo of the Khawaarij  who hold the Muslim who commits a major sin to have left Islaam altogether.

Similarly the Mu’tazilah who say that the Muslim who commits a major sin is on a station between the two stations – ie between the station of eemaan and the station of kufr.

This is excessiveness harshness, which is the opposite of the laxity and excessive ease of the Murjiah.

The Murjiah say incorrectly that the performance of a sin does not damage a person’s eemaan. So all of these three groups have made ghuloo.

c) ghuloo in mu’aamalaat (interactions with other people)

An example is the ghuloo of the person who is overly harsh in deeming everything to be haraam (forbidden).

In direct contrast to this is the person who is too lax, and deems everything to be halaal (permissible), sometimes going to the extent that he says that even says usury and fraud are halaal!

So both of these are making ghuloo.

d) ghuloo in ‘aadaat (customs and practices)

An example of this would be the one who clings onto customs and habits of old, and does not turn to that which is better than these.

41) What is the balanced and just approach, the approach of the People of the Sunnah, in each of these four examples?(U)

a) As regards the Names and Attributes of Allaah, the madhab of Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah is to affirm that which Allaah has affirmed for Himself or that which His Messenger (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) affirmed for Him from the Names and Attributes.

And this is to be done without tahreef (distortion), ta’teel (negation), takyeef (asking how the Name or Attribute is) nor tamtheel (likening Allaah to the Creation).

b) As regards the major sinner, the belief of Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah is that the Muslim who commits a major sin (less than shirk and without deeming that sin to be something permissible) is still a Muslim, although deficient in his eemaan. And his eemaan is deficient in accordance with the sin he commits.

c) As regards the approach to mu’aamalaat, the approach of Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah is to deem transactions which are based upon justice-i.e. those which conform to what occurs in the texts of the Book and the Sunnah- to be permissible. 
d) As regards the approach to ‘aadaat, the approach of Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah is that if the old customs and the new customs are equal or similar in the benefits that they bring, then remaining upon the original customs is better than adopting customs newly introduced from outside.

42) What is the definition of a saalih (righteous person)? (U)

A saalih is a person who establishes the right of Allaah as well as establishing the right of the servants of Allaah.

