So whoever understands this issue which Allaah has made clear in His Book  

- and it is that the mushriks against whom the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam fought used to call upon Allaah and other than Him in times of ease but as for in times of adversity and affliction, then they would not call upon (anyone) except Allaah alone, associating no partners with Him and they would forget their saadatahum (false lords). 

– then it will have been clear to him the distinction between the shirk of the people of our times and the shirk of the earlier people.

However where is the person whose heart has understood this issue with a firm understanding?

And Allaah is the One whose help is sought.

And the second matter is that the earlier people used to call upon people along with Allaah (those people who were called upon) being ones who were close to Allaah – be they prophets or awliyaa or angels.

Or they (the earlier people) would call upon trees or stones, (things which were) obedient to Allaah and not disobedient.

And the people of our times call upon people along with Allaah who are from the most sinful of people. Those people who call upon them are the ones who narrate about the sinfulness (of these false objects of worship), from fornication and stealing and abandoning the prayer and other than that.

282) The imaam has mentioned that there are two main reasons why the shirk of the earlier people was less serious than the shirk of the people of our times. What was the first of the two? (F)

It was that the mushrikoon of old only committed shirk in their worship in times of ease -whereas the mushrikoon of our times do so in times of ease and times of difficulty.

283) What is the second of the two reasons? (F) 

It is that the mushrikoon of previous times called upon beings who had with them salaah (righteousness) and closeness to Allaah – beings such as the angels and the prophets.

Or these mushrikoon would call upon trees and stones which at least did not disobey Allaah.

But the mushrikoon of our times call upon the most sinful of the creation and upon those who are severest in their disbelief and sinfulness.

284) Which examples does the shaykh mention of those false objects of worship who were themselves great sinners? (F)

He mentions the examples of al Badawee, and al Hallaaj and ibn ‘Arabee.

285) Why should a person call upon someone whom he can see with his own eyes to be a great sinner? (F)   

A person might call upon a heretic, (despite witnessing his shameful acts and his abandoning the obligatory duties of Islaam) due to a misguided idea that these repugnant actions are somehow from these heretics’ miraculous acts and from their excellence.

For the person may be under the illusion that these heretics do not have to abide by the religious obligations of Islaam, so they are now allowed to do their repugnant acts.
