So when you have come to know that the matter which the mushrikoon in our times call al i’tiqaad is (in fact) the shirk about which the Qur’aan was revealed and for which the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam fought the people – then know that the shirk of the earlier people was less serious than the shirk of the people in our times for two reasons:

The first of the two is that the earlier people did not commit shirk and did not supplicate to the angels and the awliyaa and the idols along with Allaah except in times of ease. As for times of hardship, then they would make their supplication purely and sincerely for Allaah, just as He, the Most High, stated:

And when harm touches you whilst upon the sea, then those whom you call upon disappear – except Him alone!

So when He brings you safely back to land, you turn away (from Him). And mankind is ever ungrateful.

And His Statement:

Say: Tell me, if the punishment of Allaah comes upon you or the Hour comes upon you, would you call upon other than Allaah? (Reply) if you are truthful!

Rather it is Him alone that you would call upon. And He would remove (that difficulty) about which you call upon Him, and you would forget those which you associated as partners (with Him)!

And His Statement, He the Most High:

And when some harm touches man, he calls upon His Lord (alone) turning to Him in repentance.

Up to His Statement:

So take pleasure in your kufr for a while; you are indeed from the dwellers of the Fire!

And His Statement:

And when a wave covers them like shades, they call upon Allaah, making their deen sincerely for Him (and not associating anything in worship with Him, nor calling upon other than Him or seeking deliverance from other than Him).

277) Which people of our times resemble the mushrikoon of early times in their shirk? (F)

Those mushrikoon resemble the people of our times who claim to be Muslim whilst worshipping the graves and following the deviated paths of the Soofees and their like.

278) What is the only difference between these people and the mushrikoon of early times? (F) 

The only difference is in name, in that these people of modern times call their shirk “al i’tiqaad”.

279) When do these people of our times call upon other than Allaah? (F) 

They call upon other than Allaah in times of difficulty and times of ease.

280) When did the mushrikoon of early times call upon other than Allaah? (F)

They did this only in times of ease. In times of difficulty, they would call upon Allaah alone, as is shown by these aayaat that the imaam quotes.
281) What is the completion of the aayah from Soorah az Zumar that the imaam rahimahullaah quotes? 
And when some harm touches man, he calls upon His Lord (alone) turning to Him in repentance. 

But when He bestows a favour upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried before, and he sets up rivals to Allaah in order to mislead (others) from His Path. 

So take pleasure in your kufr for a while; you are indeed from the dwellers of the Fire!
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