So if he says: “I do not associate anything as a partner with Allaah – never, not in the least! However, iltijaa (having recourse) to the righteous beings is not shirk.”

Then say to him: “If you affirm that Allaah has made shirk forbidden with a forbiddance greater than that for zinaa (fornication), and you affirm that Allaah will not forgive it (shirk) – then what is this matter which Allaah has made forbidden and which He has mentioned that He will not forgive?”
And indeed he will not know.

So then say to him: “How can you declare yourself free from shirk and yet you do not know what it is? 

And how can Allaah make this (shirk) forbidden upon you and then you do not ask about it and you do not know what it is? Do you think that Allaah would make it forbidden and yet he would not explain it to us?”

So if he says: “Shirk is worship of the idols, and we do not worship the idols.”

Then say to him: “What is the meaning of ‘worship of the idols’? Do you think that they (the mushriks of old) really held as their creed and belief that these pieces of wood and stones were able to create and give sustenance and control the affair of the one who called upon them? For this is something that the Qur’aan rejects.” 

And if he says: ‘It is the person who turns to the piece of wood or the stone or the building upon the grave or other than that, making du’aa (supplication) to that or sacrificing for it, saying “It will indeed bring us closer to Allaah, and Allaah will protect us through the blessing in it and will give to us because of its blessing.”

Then say: “You have spoken the Truth! And this is (the same as) your action by the stones and the buildings upon the graves and other than them.”

So he has affirmed that this action of theirs is (actually) worship of the idols – and this (answer) is what is sought (from him).

And it is also said to him: “As for your statement that shirk is ‘worship of the idols’ – do you mean by that that shirk is restricted to that (only)? And that depending upon the righteous beings and making du’aa to them does not come into that?”

For this is refuted by that which Allaah has mentioned in His Book regarding the kufr (disbelief) of the person who devotes himself to the angels or to ‘Eesaa (Jesus) or to the righteous beings.

So he must affirm to you that whoever associates anyone from the righteous beings as a partner with Allaah in worship is a mushrik (person of shirk) as mentioned in the Qur’aan - and this (answer) is what is sought (from him).

And the very essence of the matter is that if he says: “I do not make any shirk (associate anything as a partner) with Allaah.”

Then say to him: “And what is shirk with Allaah? Explain it to me.”

So if he says: “It is the worship of idols.”

Then say: “And what is the meaning of ‘worship of idols’? Explain it to me.”

So if he says: “I do not worship anything other than Allaah.”

Then say: “What is the meaning of ‘worship of Allaah’ – explain it to me?”

So if he explains it (worship of Allaah) according to that (way) which the Qur’aan has explained it, then that is what is sought. And if he does not know what it is, then how can he claim something whilst he does not know what it is?

And if he explains it with other than its (correct) meaning, then you have explained to him the clear aayaat (verses) with regards to the meaning of shirk with Allaah and the worship of idols and that it is exactly the same as that which they do in these times.

And that the worship of Allaah alone with no partner – it is this which they reject from us and about which they scream and shout, just as their brothers screamed and shouted when they said:

Has he made the aalihah (objects of worship) into one ilaah (object of worship)? Indeed this is a strange thing!

271) When the mushrik says that shirk is ‘the worship of idols’, what is the first way that this can be responded to? (U)

It is by asking him what ‘the worship of idols’ means? Does he really think that the idol worshipper believes that the idols can create and give sustenance and control the affairs of the person who calls upon them?

For if he really thinks this, then he has rejected the Qur’aan which tells us that the idol worshippers did not attribute these aspects of tawheed ur ruboobeeyyah to their idols.

272) What is the second way that this false definition can be responded to? (U)

It is by asking him when he says that ‘shirk is the worship of idols’, does he mean that shirk is restricted to worship of idols only? Does he intend that depending upon and supplicating to the righteous beings does not count as shirk? For this false idea is also refuted by the Qur’aan.

He is therefore forced to admit that a person who gives any portion of worship to any of the righteous beings has in fact committed shirk as mentioned in the Qur’aan.

273) When the mushrik claims that he worships none but Allaah, he is asked what he means by the word “worship”. He must by necessity then fall into one of three categories. What are these categories? (U)

i) That he gives the correct explanation of ‘worship’ which the Qur’aan would indicate, and this is what is desired and acceptable. And therefore it will become clear that this mushrik has not actualised the worship of Allaah alone and has in fact associated partners with Allaah!

ii) That he does not know the meaning of “worship”, so it is said to him: “How can you claim to do something, whilst not knowing what it is? Or how can you pass a judgement upon yourself (that you worship none but Allaah) and yet the judgement upon a particular matter follows on from actually being able to conceive that matter?”

iii) That he gives an explanation of ‘the worship of Allaah’ which is not its correct meaning. In this case, the mushrik’s errors are explained to him by giving him the sharee’ah meaning of shirk and worship of idols, and that this shirk is exactly what they do whilst claiming that they are people of tawheed and not people of shirk! 

274) What distinction does Allaah make in the Qur’aan between a) those people who worship the idols and trees and stones and b) those who worship the prophets and righteous beings? (F) 

Allaah makes no distinction between these two groups, for He passes the ruling of kufr and shirk on both of them. 

275) What is the mushrik in fact doing when he makes a distinction between these two groups? (F)

Since Allaah has combined these two groups under one ruling – the ruling of kufr and shirk  - then the mushrik’s attempt to distinguish between the two constitutes an act of opposition to Allaah, the Perfect and Most High. 

276) Why has the mushrik fallen into this error? (F)

It has occurred as a result of his ignorance of the ‘aqeedah of the true and correct tawheed and his ignorance of shirk which opposes it. So the person who does not understand shirk will fall into it, whilst not being aware that he is doing this.
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