And as for the specific answer: then indeed the enemies of Allaah have many counter-arguments to the religion of the Messengers, by which they turn the people away from it.

From them is their statement:

“We do not associate any partners with Allaah – rather we bear witness that none creates or provides sustenance or brings benefit or harm except Allaah alone, having no partner – and that Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam does not possess the ability to bring benefit to himself or harm– let alone ‘Abdul Qaadir or other than him!

However.... I am a sinner, and the righteous people have a lofty status with Allaah, so it is through them that I ask of Allaah.”

So answer them with what preceded and it is: 

“That those against whom the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam fought were people who affirmed what you have just mentioned, and they affirmed that their idols did not have the ability to control anything – and that they (the mushriks) only wanted (to use) their lofty position and their intercession.”

And recite to him that which Allaah has mentioned in His Book and make it clear to him.

228) What is the first doubt which the mushriks try to bring? (F)

It is that the mushriks will try to claim that they affirm the shahaadatain and that all the Ruboobeeyyah belongs to Allaah alone - the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam having no share in this, let alone anyone lesser than him.

Along with this, the mushriks will claim that they are only seeking the intercession of the righteous people on account of the virtue that these righteous one possess.

229) What is the response to this first doubt? (F)

It is that the mushriks of old did not claim that their idols had the ability to create or provide sustenance or bring benefit or harm. Rather they took these idols only as intermediaries between them and Allaah.

230) What proof does the shaykh bring to prove this response? (F) 
And they worship besides Allaah that which will neither harm them nor benefit them, and they say:

These are our intercessors with Allaah!

Say (to them): Do you inform Allaah of that which He does not know in the heavens and the earth? Glorified (free and far removed) and Exalted is He above what they yushrikoon (associate as partners with Him.)

Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 18

So Allaah named this action of theirs as shirk, despite their claim that these righteous ones were only intercessors and did not in themselves have the power to bring about harm or benefit etc.

231) How should we respond to the statement ‘I am a sinner’? (F)

Why then do you not seek forgiveness from Allaah, since Allaah has commanded you with istighfaar (seeking forgiveness) and has promised you that he will accept your sincere repentance and forgive you your sins?
And Allaah did not say ‘If you have sinned, then go to the grave of such and such walee or such and such righteous servant and make him an intermediary between you and Me.”

232) How can the righteousness and lofty status of the awliyaa benefit us? (F)

It cannot, since their righteousness and lofty station is for them, and our actions are for us. This is to the extent that the closest ones to us, such as our fathers cannot benefit us, even if they were the most righteous of the people.

The Day when no person shall have the ability to (do anything) for anyone else, and the command that Day will be with Allaah.

Soorah al Infitaar (82) aayah 19

233) Who is the ‘Abdul Qaadir mentioned in this first doubt? (U)


He was ‘Abdul Qaadir ibn Moosaa al Jeelaanee rahimahullaah  - though there is some difference of opinion as to the name of his father. He was born in the year 471 AH and died in 561 AH. He was Hanbali in madh-hab and this madh-hab is that of Tawheed. 
