And I will mention to you some matters which Allaah has mentioned in His Book, responding to the speech which the mushriks of our time use against us.

So we say - the response to the people of falsehood is from two angles: the mujmal (general answer) and the mufassal (specific answer).

As for the mujmal, then this is a tremendous matter, something of great benefit to the one who understands it – and this is His Statement, the Most High:

It is He who has revealed to you the Book. In it are aayaat which are muhkamaat – and these are the Umm )foundation) of the Book. And other (aayaat) are mutashaabihaat.

So as for those in whose heart is a zaygh (deviation), then they follow that which is mutashaabihah from it, seeking al fitnah and seeking at ta’weel.

And none knows its ta’weel except Allaah…
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207) What is the meaning of muhkamaat? (F)

Those aayaat which are clear and plain in their meanings, not requiring anything else to explain them further.

208) What is the meaning of umm, in particular with regards to this aayah? (F)

The umm of something is the origin which it relates back to.

So this aayah informs us that the aayaat which are muhkamaat are the origin which are returned back to.

209) What is the meaning of mutashaabihah? (F)

It is that matter which requires something else in order to make clear its meaning – so for this reason it is referred back to the muhkam.

210) What claim is made by the people of deviation who misuse the aayaat which are mutashaabihaat for their own purposes? (F)

These people say: We are using proofs from the Qur’aan!

And in reality they are taking those aayaat whose meaning is not clear without referring to other texts, or those aayaat which may carry several different meanings, and then they use these aayaat as proofs for whatever it is they desire.

211) What is the general response to the doubts of the mushriks? (U)

It is: 

that those people who seek after the mutashaabihah are in fact the ones in whose hearts is a zaygh (deviation) - as is authentically reported from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam with regards to this aayah (Soorah 3 aayah 7).
212) What is the first of the two meanings of at ta’weel mentioned by Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah? (F)

The first meaning is: at tafseer (explanation), and this was well known amongst the earliest scholars, such as ibn Jareer at Tabaree.

213) Who knows the correct explanation of the Qur’aan? (F) 

None knows it except Allaah and the People of Knowledge who are duly qualified (to give the tafseer of the Qur’aan).

214) What is the second of the two meanings of at ta’weel mentioned by Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah? (F)

 It is: the true reality which a matter will eventually result in, and that which it will proceed to in the future.

An example would be the true reality of what there will be in Paradise from grapes, date palms, fruits etc – no one knows their true realities except Allaah because these are from the Knowledge of the Hidden and the Unseen.

215) If this second meaning of ta’weel is the one intended, then how does it affect recitation of the aayah from soorah aale ‘Imraan (3:7)? (F)


If the meaning of ta’weel intended is that of the true reality of the mutashaabihaat, then in the aayah quoted, it is obligatory to stop after the word Allaah.

..and none knows its ta’weel except Allaah. 

And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge, they say ‘We believe in it, all of it is from our Lord.’
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For none can have this knowledge of the hidden and unseen except Allaah.

And if the meaning of ta’weel is that of tafseer, then it permissible to attach the people who are firmly grounded in knowledge to Allaah i.e.

..and none knows its ta’weel except Allaah and those who are firmly grounded in knowledge.

They say ‘We believe in it, all of it is from our Lord.’
