So when you have come to know all of this and you have come to know that the path to Allaah the Most High will inevitably have enemies lying in wait upon it - people of eloquence and knowledge and proofs - then it is obligatory for you to learn from the religion of Allaah that which will become a weapon for you with which you fight these shayaateen, those whose leader and spokesman said to your Lord – the Mighty and Majestic:

I will surely sit in wait for them on Your Straight Path.

Then I will come to them from in front of them and behind them, from their right and from their left; and You will not find most of them to be shaakireen (thankful to You by being dutiful to You).

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayaat 16 to 17

183) What are the two methods that a person must employ if he wishes to make isti’daad (getting oneself prepared) against these shayaateen? (U)

a) He must equip himself with the proofs, both those found in the sharee’ah as well as those appealing to the intellect, by which their arguments and falsehood can be driven away.

b) He must become well acquainted with the falsehood that these shayaateen will use, so that he can refute them with it.

184) What is the statement of Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah about using proofs to justify falsehood? (U)

“Indeed there is no person who brings a proof by which he tries to justify falsehood, except that it becomes a proof against him and not a proof in his favour.”

185) What do these shayaateen say when the person of sunnah brings proofs from the Qur’aan and Sunnah? And how does the shaykh respond? (F)

They say that such proofs are just speculative and do not bring about any yaqeen (certainty), unlike their proofs based on logic, and argumentation.

The shaykh points out that the opposite is true – the evidences from the Book and the Sunnah are the ones which bring about certainty, and their arguments merely cause doubt and confusion. 

This in fact was affirmed by the leaders of these misguided people when they were close to death or when they decided to repent from the ‘ilm ul kalaam (theological rhetoric) they had been upon.

