..and sometimes he may say it thinking that it is drawing him close to Allaah, just as the mushriks used to believe – 

especially if Allaah has inspired you (to understand) what He narrated about the qawm of Moosaa who, despite their righteousness and their knowledge, came to him (Moosaa) saying:

Make an ilaah (object of worship) for us just as they have aalihah (objects of worship)!

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 138

- so then your fear will greatly increase and your eagerness upon that which will save you from this.

166) Who are the qawm of Moosaa alaiyhissalaam? (F)

They are Banoo Israaeel, those who believed in Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam, and departed from Egypt with him when Allaah commanded him to take them out, fleeing from Fir’awn (Pharaoh).

167) Why did the qawm of Moosaa make this strange statement as mentioned in Soorah al A’raaf? (F) 

They came across a people who were devoted to their own idols, and so the qawm of Moosaa wanted to blindly imitate them in that.

168) How did Moosaa respond to their request? (F and U)

He rebuked them for this statement, and informed them that the actions of these idol worshipping people were in fact shirk with Allaah, azza wa jall.

Indeed you are an ignorant people! Verily these people will be destroyed for that which they engaged in, and all that they are doing will be null and void.

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayaat 138 to 139

169) What does shaykh al Fawzaan draw our attention to here? (F)

We see how this matter was something hidden from the qawm of Moosaa – i.e. they did not understand the seriousness of what they were saying - which shows the serious nature of being ignorant of tawheed and not having knowledge of the reality of shirk; and that this can cause a person to make a statement which would necessitate kufr and leaving the fold of Islaam, without him even knowing this!
170) How can a person rid himself from these misunderstandings and their like, those which the qawm of Moosaa fell into? (F)

This can only be achieved through beneficial knowledge by which you come to know tawheed from shirk, and by which you are put on your guard against speech or action which would plunge you into shirk without your even knowing it!

171) This story of Moosaa and his qawm illustrates the falsehood and futility of which two statements heard from some people in our time? (F)

Firstly, the foolish person who says: The one who makes a statement of kufr does not actually commit kufr unless and until he truly believes in his heart that which he is saying or doing.

Secondly, the foolish person who says: Indeed the ignorant person is excused unrestrictedly, without exception (for statements or actions of kufr), even if he has the ability to ask questions and learn.

