The first – great joy at the bounty of Allaah and His Mercy, just as He, the Most High said:

Say: In the Bounty of Allaah and in His Mercy then let them rejoice in that! That is better than (the wealth) they amass.

Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 58
And you will also have taken the (second) benefit – that of al khawf ul ‘adheem (the tremendous fear).

154) What is the Bounty and the Mercy of Allaah referred to here? (F)
The Bounty refers to al Islaam and the Mercy refers to the Qur’aan.

155) What is al farah (rejoicing)? (F)
It is ash shukr (showing gratitude) and al i’tiraaf (acknowledgement) of favour upon you.

156) Why is the farah (rejoicing) at the Bounty of Allaah legislated in the sharee’ah? (F)

It is legislated because it is in fact showing gratitude to Allaah the Perfect and Most High for the blessing of at tawheed and the awareness of ash shirk.

157) What kind of al farah is forbidden? (F)

It is the rejoicing in the dunyaa (the life of this world) - just as He, the Most High stated:

And they rejoice in the life of this world, and what is the life of this world compared to the Hereafter except mere passing enjoyment?

Soorah ar Ra’d (13) aayah 26

158) What is the tremendous fear mentioned here? (F)

It is the fear that you may fall into that which many of the people have fallen from those matters which oppose this fundamental principle of at tawheed – that you may fall into shirk. And this may occur without your realising it!

159) What advice does the shaykh give to deal with this fear? (F)

He advises that a person should not feel safe and secure for himself from this fitnah (of shirk) nor should he be deceived by his actions or understanding.

Rather he should say laa hawla wa laa quwatta ilaa billaah (there is no change and no power except with Allaah’s aid). The person should also ask Allaah for ath thabaat (firmness and constancy upon the Truth).

160) Why is the example of Ibraaheem alaiyhissalaam quoted here) (F)

This noble Prophet was given knowledge and certainty by Allaah the like of which was not given to anyone other him except the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. Yet Ibraaheem said to Allaah:

Keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols. O my Lord, they have indeed led astray many from mankind.

Soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayaat 35 to 36

So Ibraaheem did not feel safe and secure for himself from this fitnah despite his knowledge and certainty. And he was the one who smashed the idols with his own hand and was thrown into the fire as a result of this – yet he still feared this fitnah of shirk.

