When you have come to know that the ignorant ones from amongst the disbelievers knew this then how astonishing is the one who claims Islaam but he does not know the correct meaning of this kalimah - which even the ignorant ones from the disbelievers knew!

Rather he thinks that it is merely uttering its letters without the heart having true belief in any of its meanings.

Even the intelligent astute person from them (the people who claim Islaam) considers its meaning to be: None creates and none gives Sustenance and none controls the affairs except Allaah.

142) What is the correct meaning of the kalimah laa ilaaha ill Allaah? (F)

It is: purifying all the worship such that it is for Allaah alone, and abandoning the worship of other than Him.

143) Why is it incorrect to say that the correct explanation of the kalimah is laa ma’bood ill Allaah (there is nothing worshipped besides Allaah)? (U)

This is an incorrect explanation because there are many things worshipped besides Allaah e.g. stones, trees, idols, etc.

144) Why are the mushriks of old considered more knowledgeable in this topic than the mushriks of our times? (F) 

The mushriks of old knew the true meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah – so they refused to say it, since they did not wish to leave the worship of their false deities.

Those Muslims of our times who fall into shirk do say laa ilaaha ill Allaah. So they do not reject the contradiction inherent in this; they do not reject the bringing together of the two clearly opposing matters – the statement of tawheed and the worship of other than Allaah.

So it can be seen that the ignorant ones from the disbelievers of old are more knowledgeable in this issue than the modern day mushriks who claim Islaam!

145) What does Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah say about how the scholars of kalaam (theological rhetoric) would explain tawheed? (F)

He rahimahullaah mentions that these scholars would interpret laa ilaaha ill Allaah to mean: none has the ability of ikhtiraa’ (creating something from nothing) except Allaah. And this is an error, since it is restricting the meaning of Tawheed to Tawheed ur Ruboobeyyah alone.
