The ignorant disbelievers knew that the intent of the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam by this statement was to single out Allaah the Most High with ta’alluq (devotion) to Him, and disbelieving in whatever was worshipped besides Allaah – and freeing oneself from that. For when he said to them: Say laa ilaaha ill Allaah – they said:

Has he made all the objects of worship into one ilaah (object of worship)?? Indeed this is a strange thing!

Soorah Saad (38) aayah 5

138) Why did the Mushriks refuse to acknowledge the statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah? (F)

They refused to do this because it would have necessitated them leaving the worship of the idols, and they wished to persist upon this type of worship.

139) Why did the mushriks not dare to say laa ilaaha ill Allaah whilst at the same time remaining upon the worship of idols? (F)

The mushriks were people who held contempt for contradiction. As mentioned, they realized that saying the shahaadah would necessitate them leaving idol worship. So they would not dare do actions (worshipping other than Allaah) that would be contradicting their statements (the shahaadah).

140) What then is the difference between those mushriks and the Muslims of our times who commit shirk? (F)

The people of our time who affiliate themselves with Islaam but fall into shirk do not seem to reject this inherent contradiction – so they say laa ilaaha ill Allaah but they then contradict this by worshipping other than Allaah.

141) Which comes first – knowing the meaning of the kalimah or acting on its requirements – and why? (F)

It is obligatory to have knowledge of the meaning first, since it is impossible to act on its requirements of laa ilaaha ill Allaah in the correct manner whilst being ignorant of its meaning. See how Allaah begins with knowledge before action in the aayah:

So know that there is none truly worthy of worship except Allaah, and seek forgiveness for your sin….
Soorah Muhammad (47) aayah 19
