And this (type of) tawheed is the meaning of your statement “laa ilaaha ill Allaah”.

For an ilaah  - according to the view of the Mushriks – was one who was called upon for the sake of these matters – regardless of whether he was an angel, or a prophet or a walee or a tree or a grave or a jinn.

124) What is the meaning of the statement ‘laa ilaaha ill Allaah’? (U)

It means there is no true ma’bood (object of worship) except Allaah.

125) And what meaning did the Mushrikoon at the time of the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam take from his statement ‘laa ilaaha ill Allaah’? (U)

Indeed they had the correct understanding of the kalimah ‘laa ilaaha ill Allaah’– they knew full well that it meant none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah. And so they refused to affirm it.

126) How does Allaah tell us that the Mushriks responded when the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam when he called them to ‘laa ilaaha ill Allaah’? (U)

Has he made the aalihah (objects of worship) into one ilaah (object of worship)?? Indeed this is a strange thing!
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127) What significance is there in the fact that the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam called the Mushriks of his time to laa ilaaha ill Allaah? (F)
Obviously he sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam would not call them to affirm something which they had already affirmed. For these people, as has preceded, affirmed that Allaah was the Sole Creator, Sustainer and Giver of Life to the Dead – all attributes of Ruboobeyyah.

So the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam calling them to laa ilaaha ill Allaah and fighting them over it shows us that this kalimah is a statement of Uloohiyah, and not Ruboobeyyah – for why would he sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam call them to and fight them over something which they already acknowledged and affirmed?
128) What did the Mushriks understand by the word ilaah? (F)

They understood (correctly) that this word meant the One who is called upon to fulfill a need or provide relief from a distress. They also understood that ilaah did not mean One who Creates, provides Sustenance etc.
