And all of an nadhr (making oaths) be for Allaah, and all of al istighaathah be for Allaah…..

108) An nadhr is of two types. What are they? (U)

When used in a general sense, an nadhr is a term which refers to ‘the obligatory acts of worship’.

In a specific sense, an nadhr refers to a person committing himself to carry out a particular matter for the sake of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

109) Which of these two types is the Imaam ibn Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah referring to here? (U)?

The meaning implied in the statement of the imaam is the first type – referring to the obligatory acts of worship in Islaam. So all of the acts of worship are for Allaah alone.

110) What is the meaning of al istighaathah? (U)

It means: seeking al ghawth (aid) and deliverance from affliction and destruction.
111) What is the first type of al istighaathah? (U)

It is to seek deliverance from Allaah, and this is from the most virtuous and perfect of actions. 

This type of istighaathah was the practice of the Messengers, and those who followed them.

(Remember) when you made istighaathah of your Lord, and He answered you (saying): I will help you with a thousand from the angels, each following the other in succession.
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112) What is the second type of al istighaathah? (U)

It is to seek deliverance from the dead people or from those who are not present and (therefore) unable to give aid. 

This constitutes shirk, because no person will fall into this except for one who truly believes that the object of worship has some hidden Tasarruf ((the ability to act and dispose of matters in any way he wills), thereby giving that object of worship a portion of ruboobeyyah (Lordship).
113) What is the third type of al istighaathah? (U)
It is to seek deliverance from the living ones from the Creation who have the ability to give aid.

This type of istighaathah is permissible, as shown by the statement of Allaah the Most High in the story of Moosaa alaiyhissalaam:

So the man from his (Moosaa’s) party made istighaathah of him (i.e. of Moosaa) against his enemy, so Moosaa struck him and killed him.
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114) What is the fourth type of al istighaathah? (U)
It is to seek deliverance from a living person who is unable (to help you), without believing that he has some hidden power.

An example of this would be to ask a paralysed person to defend you against an enemy who is attacking.

So this is merely foolishness and mockery of the person whose aid is being sought, and is forbidden.

And another danger of this foolish behaviour is that it may deceive someone else into thinking that this person whose help you are seeking does in fact have some hidden power by which he can save you from a calamity – and that it is for this reason that you are seeking the help of someone who would otherwise seem to be incapable of helping you.
