Just as they used to call upon Allaah – free and far removed from imperfections is He – night and day. Then from them was one who would call upon the angels on account of their righteousness and nearness to Allaah so that they (the angels) should intercede on his behalf.

Or one who would call upon a righteous man such as al Laat; or a Prophet, such as ‘Eesaa

82) Why does the imaam ibn Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah mention in this point that the mushriks used to call upon Allaah day and night? (F)

These mushriks, as well as affirming tawheed ur ruboobeyah, also used to perform acts of worship, such as making duaa, performing the pilgrimage and giving in charity, worshipping Allaah with various types of worship.

However this was mixed in with shirk in that they would worship Allaah as well as worshipping other than Him.

So all of this was of no benefit to these mushriks since shirk nullified their worship, and worship will not benefit unless it is done with sincerity of worship to Allaah alone.

See soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 36 for proof of this.

83) At the end of soorah al Kahf (the 18th soorah), Allaah tells us that the person who hopes to meet his Lord should do good deeds – but what other important condition is mentioned along with this?

So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord then let him work righteous actions and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord.

Soorah al Kahf (18) aayah 110

So Allaah, the Exalted, did not restrict His statement to just performing righteous actions – rather it is obligatory to stay away from associating any partners with Allaah in worship.

84)  What is the origin of the name of the idol ‘al Laat’ according to shaykh al Uthaymeen? (U)

The shaykh rahimahullaah mentions that the origin of this name was a righteous man who used to grind the saweeq (mixture of wheat and barley) for the people performing hajj, mix some clarified butter into it and then feed them with this. When he died, the people devoted themselves to his grave, and then took him as an object of worship.

85)  What justification did those people who worshipped ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam (Jesus) give to justify their worship of him? (U)

They attempt to justify this by saying that ‘Eesaa alaiyhissalaam was an aayah (sign) from the signs of Allaah.

86) What justification did the worshippers of the awliyaa give for worshipping them? (U)

They say that they worship the awliyaa because of the awliyaa’s closeness to Allaah.

87) The acts of worship which the mushriks used to perform (such as duaa) were the remnants of what? (F)

These acts of worship were the remnants of the religion of the Prophet Ibraaheem alaiyhissalaam, the khaleel of Allaah. So these people were originally upon the religion of Ibraaheem but their religion was altered by ‘Amr ibn Luhayy al Khuzaa’ee who introduced shirk into it. However some remnants of the religion of Ibraaheem remained.
88) Under what circumstances did the mushriks supplicate to Allaah alone, and leave off worshipping the idols?  What is the proof for this? (F)

In times of distress and misfortune.

And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon besides Him vanish from you – except Him (Allaah alone). But when He brings you safely to land, you turn away (from Him). And man is ever ungrateful.

Soorah al Israa (17) aayah 67

And also soorah Luqmaan (31) aayah 32

89) To whom does shaykh al Fawzaan compare these mushriks of the earlier times? Why does he make this comparison(F)

He compares them to those of our modern times who claim Islaam for themselves whilst calling, performing prayers and pilgrimage but who also call upon Hussain, or Badawi or ‘Abdul Qaadir aj Jeelaanee.

For these modern day people do not claim that their false objects of worship are arbaab (those possessing ruboobeyah) – but rather that “these objects of worship will bring us closer to Allaah – and that they are intermediaries and intercessors between us and Allaah!”

90) What type of education is the one that will benefit a person? (F)

That which involves knowledge of the correct tawheed and knowledge of that which opposes this from the affairs of shirk – and that which renders if deficient from the affairs of innovations and newly invented matters.
