بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

Q- I am a man who wants to perform the obligation of Hajj this year, but I have borrowed a sum of money from the bank, and I pay back the sum in monthly installments, which extend until after six months from now.  Is it obligatory for me to make Hajj … knowing that I borrowed this sum before thinking about performing this obligation (of Hajj), and for another purpose.  Please inform us about this, Jazaakallaahu khairan.

A- If you can afford both the expenses of Hajj and paying back the debt in time, it is obligatory for you to make Hajj, based on the generality of the statement of Allah:

و لله على الناس حج البيت من استطاع إليه سبيلا

“And making Hajj to the House (Kaabah) is a duty mankind owes to Allaah – for he who is able to make the journey.” 3:97

But if you cannot afford both the expenses of Hajj and paying back the debt, it is not obligatory for you to make Hajj, because of the (previously mentioned) Aayah and the Ahaadeeth of the Messenger which carry the same meaning.
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Q- Is Hajj obligatory upon one who is in debt?

A- If one owes a debt which engrosses all of his money, it is not obligatory for him to make Hajj, because Allah only obliged Hajj upon he who is able.  Allah ta’aalaa said:

و لله على الناس حج البيت من استطاع إليه سبيلا

“And making Hajj to the House (Kaabah) is a duty mankind owes to Allaah – for he who is able to make the journey.” 3:97

And he who owes a debt that takes up all he has is not able to make Hajj.  Because of this, he must pay his debt, then, when he is able to make Hajj, let him do so.


However, if the debt is less than what he has, so that enough money remains to make Hajj after paying back the debt, (in this case) he should pay his debt, then make Hajj, be it (the Hajj) obligatory or voluntary…
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