1)Give some examples of questions that the shaykh says we should avoid asking about qadr and qadaa. 

The shaykh says we should avoid questions such as: How? Why? And how can a person be taken to account for something which Allaah predecreed for him to do? 

2) Rather than asking questions about qadr, the shaykh says that it is obligatory upon us to do what? 

Be obedient to Allaah and strenuously avoid disobedience to Him. Upon us is to act, rather than to debate about matters of qadr and qadaa which we are not qualified to do. 

3) What is the evidence that our final destination in the hereafter (whether it be Paradise or the Hellfire) is already pre determined? 

The shaykh quotes the hadeeth (Bukhaari number 6605 and Muslim number 2647) in which the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) told the Companions that every person had their destination, whether it be Paradise or the Fire, already written for him or her. 

4) How did the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) respond when his Companions asked about relying on what had been predetermined for them in the Hereafter and abandoning actions? 

He (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) told them to ‘act, for every person would have that for which they were created made easy for them’. (in the same hadeeth as mentioned above). 

5) How does the shaykh respond to those people who use qadr to justify their disobedience of Allaah? 

He replies that this is not a valid excuse and the one who uses this excuse does not apply it upon himself – does he sit in his house waiting for provision to come to him, saying that if Allaah has predecreed provision for him, it would come to him? Or does he go out to seek his provision?  In addition, the one who uses this argument would not for example accept the excuse of qadr if someone used it after stealing from him – ‘I only stole from you because it was in my qadr to do so’! 

6) Why does the shaykh mention that Allaah has created the animals upon seeking their own provision and not leaving off seeking provision? 

The shaykh brings this point to show the misunderstanding that people eg the soofess, have of reliance on Allaah and distorting the correct understanding of qadr. 
Even the animals have been created upon seeking provision and acting to put into place the means to acquire that provision, so how about the human being who has intellect and understanding? The one who waits for the rizq to come to him in his house, thinking that this will automatically happen if Allaah has predecreed this rizq for him is behaving in a way that even the animals don’t do!
7) What is the proof that everyone will have made easy for them that for which they were created? 

Surah al Layl (92) aayaat 5 to 10 

8)What are the three stages that the embryo goes through before the angel comes to blow the soul into it? 

a) drop of fluid (nutfah) b) clot (‘alaqah) c) piece of flesh (mudghah) 

9) What are the four matters with which the angel is commanded when he comes to blow the soul into the fetus? 

To write the fetus’ a) provision b) lifespan c) actions d) outcome, whether they will be wretched or happy 

10) What is the point that the Shaykh takes regarding repentance from the ayah in surah al anfaal (surah 8 ayah 38) Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease (from disbelief) their past will be forgiven. 

That repentance (tawbah) wipes away everything that came before it. 

11) The Shaykh makes the point that from the kindness of Allaah is that the person who lives upon goodness.. 


…will be given a good conclusion and conversely, the one who lives upon evil will be given an evil conclusion. 

12) How does the Shaykh respond to the person who delays repentance and says that he intends to repent at some point before he dies? 

The shaykh asks do any of us know for certain a) when we will die b) whether there will be an opportunity to repent if the death if sudden and instantaneous c) whether the repentance will be accepted – because repentance has certain preconditions. 

13) Who is the miserable wretched person and who is the happy person? 

The wretched one is the one who is wretched by virtue of the actions which Allaah has predecreed for him to perform. Likewise the happy one is the person who is happy by virtue of the actions which Allaah has predecreed for him to perform. 

14) Rather than trying to delve into the issue of qadr and qadaa, what does the shaykh advise us with? 

a) have eemaan in qadr and qadaa b) perform righteous actions c) avoid evil actions 

15) What proof does the shaykh quote from the Quraan to show that the Prophet (sal Allahu alaiyhi wa sallam) did not have knowledge of the ghayb (unseen)? 

Surah Al a’raaf (7) ayah 188. 

16) Name some of the consequences that may occur if we delve into the topic of qadr too deeply. 

a) frustration and disappointment b) arrogance c) doubts d) deprivation of actions, due to wasting time looking into this topic. 

17) The shaykh mentions three things that Allaah has entrusted us (kallafnaa) with regarding the topic of qadr. One of them is to have belief (‘it’qaad) in qadr. What are the other two things? 

a) performing righteous actions b) leaving evil actions 

18) What does the shaykh explain waswasah (whisperings) as meaning? 

Wavering and doubting. 

19) Why did the shaykh mention that Allaah has concealed the knowledge of qadr from his Creation? 

Because there is no benefit for the Creation in these things. (laysa lahum feehaa maslaha). 

20) What did the Prophet (sal Allahu alaiyhi wa sallam) say when he heard some of the Companions asking each other about the issue of qadr? 


He became angry and said: 
Were you commanded with this? Or were you created for this? 

21) Are there any actions that Allaah does without hikmah? Is this hikmah always apparent to us? Why does the shaykh mention this point? 

Allaah does all His Actions with Hikmah. We believe that Allaah does not do any actions uselessly and in vain – so He is not to be asked about what He does because the hikmah is sometimes apparent to us, sometimes not.
