QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 139

1) What is the difference between a mutawaatir hadeeth and an aahaad hadeeth in terms of deriving knowledge and usage in matters of aqeedah?

Mutawaatir meaning reported a large number of people at each level of the chain of narration, such that it would be impossible for all these people to come together and decide to forge a lie collectively. 

Aahaad meaning that which has not reached the level of the mutawaatir.

The truth is that there is no difference between the aahaad narrations and the mutawaatir narrations when it comes to taking knowledge and using the narration in matters of aqeedah.

This is contrary to what some of the deviant groups say: that the aahaad narrations are not to be used when deriving knowledge and seeking proofs in matters of aqeedah.

The position of the people of the Sunnah is: everything which has been authentically established from the Messenger of Allaah (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) is to be taken and accepted.

Amongst the proofs is the statement of Allaah, the Exalted:

And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, then take it…

Soorah Al Hashr (59) aayah 7
2) What is the condition to be satisfied before a hadeeth is acted upon?

It should be authentically established from the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) – and if it is, then it is acted upon.

3) What is the proof that the shaykh quotes to illustrate that the Messenger of Allaah (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) acted on narrations brought by one person only?

The proof quoted by the shaykh is the narration in which Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar (radi Allaahu anhumaa) informed the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) that he had seen the crescent moon, so the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) acted upon this by commanding the people to fast.

This is found in the collection of Abu Daawood and authenticated by Shaykh Al Albaanee.

NB The narration brought by Sh Al Fawzaan (hafidhahullaah) about the Bedouin informing the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) that he had seen the moon and the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) asking him to confirm the shahaadah – then this narration is daeef, as pointed out by Sh Al Albaanee (rahimahullaah).

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 140

4) What is the error that Imaam At Tahaawee makes in point 140?

The imaam says:

Eemaan is one entity, and its people regarding it are the same.

This is a mistake, because eemaan is not one entity, and its people are not all the same. Rather eemaan varies in levels of excellence, and it increases and it decreases – except in the opinion of the misguided sect called the murjiah. Even at tasdeeq (attesting with the heart) is not equal amongst different people.
5) How great was the eemaan of Abu Bakr (radi Allaahu anhu)?
The eemaan of Abu Bakr was equivalent to the eemaan of the entire Muslim Ummah.

6) Allaah mentions three levels of people in surah Faatir (35) aayah 32, and they vary according to their actions. Who are they and how do they vary?

Then We gave the Book for inheritance to such of Our slaves as We chose.

Then of them are some who wrong their own selves,

and of them are some who follow a middle course,

and of them are some who are by Allaah’s leave, foremost in good deeds.

Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 32

Those who wrong their own selves – this is the person who is disobedient to Allaah, but his disobedience does not involve shirk. This person is wronging his own soul because he is putting it in great danger.

Those who follow a middle course – this is the person who performs the obligatory actions, and avoids the forbidden ones.

And those who are by Allaah’s leave foremost in good deeds – this is the person who performs the obligatory actions as well as the recommended ones, and he leaves the forbidden ones and also the disliked ones. He even leaves the some of the permissible actions out of caution.

This aayah therefore is a proof that eemaan is of varying levels.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 141

7) Why is the statement of Imaam At Tahaawee (rahimahullaah) in point 141 not correct?
The imaam says:

And variation in excellence between them is through fear and dutifulness and by opposing desires and by adhering to what has most right.

This is not sufficient, because its meaning is : to take actions out of what is called eemaan.
So this statement of the eemaan made by Imaam At Tahaawee implies that if a person attests in his heart and says it upon his tongue, then he is a mu’min, complete in his eemaan, and the people do not vary in degrees of excellence in this matter.
This is incorrect because eemaan varies not only in accordance with those things that the imaam mentioned in this statement, but also due to righteous actions.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 142

8) Which of the mu’minoon (believers) are to be consider awliyaa of Allaah?

Every believer is a wali (beloved servant of Allaah).

9) Upon what does Allaah love or hate a person?

Allaah loves and hates in accordance with people’s deeds.

10) What are the two characteristics that distinguish a wali of Allaah from other humans?

The two qualities are: taqwaa (fear and dutifulness to Allaah) and eemaan.
The evidence for this is: 

Indeed the awliyaa (beloved servants of Allaah) – no fear will be upon them, nor will they grieve.

They are those who have eemaan and they have taqwaa.

Soorah Yunus (10) aayaat 62 to 63
11) Do the believers differ in their wilaayah? If so, then what does the wilaayah vary according to?

Yes, they vary in their levels of their wilayah (degree of love).

The wilayah is in accordance with the obedience of that believer to Allaah – the greater the obedience to Allaah, the greater the wilayah with Allaah.
