QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 137
1) What is the error in the statement of Imaam at Tahaawee (rahimahullaah) in point 137?

The imaam says: “And the servant does not exit from eemaan except by denying that which entered him into it.”
Shaykh al Fawzaan (hafidhahullaah) points out the objection to the imaam’s statement, by mentioning that restricting kufr to simply rejection (as the imaam did in his statement) is the madhab of the murjiah.

Rather the matters which take the servant out of eemaan are many, and include:

shirk with Allaah, mocking the deen or anything from it – even if the person does not actually reject the deen or the thing he is mocking, etc.
So there are matters which can take a person out of Islaam which do not involve denial (juhood) – contrary to what the imaam (rahimahullaah) says in this point.

2) How many nullifiers of Islaam did Shaykh ul Islaam Muhammad ibn Abdil Wahhaab (rahimahullaah) mention in his book?

His book is called “nawaaqid ul islaam’ – the nullifiers of Islaam.
It mentions the ten most important of these nullifiers.

But there are others besides these ten.

3) Some modern day writers seek to make excuses for the Muslims who fall into those sins that constitute kufr. Why do they do this and what (incorrect) excuse do they make?

Some of the modern day writers make the excuse for these Muslims by saying that these Muslims acknowledge tawheed and they don’t actually deny the religion.
They say: so as long as the Muslim acknowledges tawheed and does not deny, then he remains a Muslim – even if he prostrates to an idol, or sacrifices to other than Allaah – and the sin he commits does not take him out of Islaam. Rather this is just a sin from amongst the sins.
They do this in the false belief that this will give the people more scope and ease in the religion. Rather this error of theirs is a grave error and in fact completely ruins the religion.
QUESTIONS RELATING TO POINT 138

4) What is the error in point 138 that the Imaam at Tahaawee (rahimahullaah) makes in defining eemaan?

The imaam says: “Eemaan (true faith) is: to affirm with the tongue and to believe with the heart.”
This is incorrect and is in fact the definition of the murjiah, who restrict eemaan to affirmation with the tongue and belief in the heart. They do not include actions in the definition of eemaan, whereas the ahl us Sunnah believe that actions do enter into the reality of eemaan.
The correct belief is that actions are not something extra and additional to eemaan.
5) What is the correct definition of eemaan?

The correct definition is:

Eemaan is statement of the tongue, belief in the heart and action with the limbs, it increases with obedience to Allaah and decreases with disobedience to Him.

6) What is the proof that eemaan increases?

Amongst the proofs are the statements of Allaah, the Most High:
The believers are only those who when Allaah is mentioned feel a fear in their hearts and when His verses are recited to them they (the verses) increase their faith; and they put their trust in their Lord.

Soorah al Anfaal (8) aayah 2

And also soorah Al Anfaal (8) aayah 2 and soorah Al Mudhathir (74) aayah 31.
7) What is the proof that eemaan decreases?

Amongst the proofs is the statement of the Messenger of Allaah (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam):
Whoever from amongst you sees a evil then let him correct it with his hand, then if he is not able then with his tongue, then if he is not able then with his heart and that is the weakest of eemaan.
Hadeeth of Abu Saeed al Khudri (radi Allaahu anhu) reported in Muslim (no 49).

And in a narration:

And there is not beyond that even a mustard seed of eemaan.

Hadeeth of Abdullaah ibn Masood (radi Allaahu anhu) reported by Muslim (no. 50)

So this proves that eemaan decreases  - to the extent that it can be the weight of a mustard seed.

8) What is the statement of the following groups with regard to eemaan?

a) The Hanafees
Eemaan is speech with the tongue and belief in the heart.

b) The Karraamiyyah
Eemaan is speech with the tongue only.
c) The Ashaa’irah (the Ash’arees)
Eemaan is belief in the heart only.
d) The Jahmiyyah (the Jahmees)

Eemaan is awareness (ie awareness of Allaah) in the heart.
9) How many divisions of the Murjiah are there?

Four  - as mentioned in the answer to question 8).
10) According to which groups are the following disbelievers actually to be considered mu’minoon (people of eemaan) – and why?
a) Firawn (Pharaoh)
The Jahmiyyah – because Firawn knew that Allaah exists.

b) Iblees
The Jahmiyyah – because Iblees knows that Allaah exists.

c) Abu Lahab and Abu Taalib
The Ash’arees – because these two people were certain in their hearts and they believed in their hearts – but pride and envy prevented them from following the Messenger of Allaah (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam).
d) The Jews
The Ash’arees – because the Jews recognise in their hearts that he was indeed the Messenger of Allaah – but envy and pride prevented them from acting on this.
See soorah Al Baqarah (2) aayah 146.
e) The hypocrites (answer not given in the text)
The Karraamiyyah – because the hypocrites stated their eemaan upon their tongues but did not believe in Islaam in their hearts.

