QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 163

1) What tremendous principle from the principles of ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah does this point refer to?

‘And we follow the sunnah and the jamaa’ah and we avoid separation and disagreement and splitting’. 

This point refers to the principle of following the Sunnah of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam. 
2) In the hadeeth quoted by the shaykh what did the Messenger of Allaah sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam counsel us with when we see great differing?

The well known hadeeth of al ‘Irbaad ibn Saariyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu in which the Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:
For the one who lives long amongst you will see great disagreeing, so adhere to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Rightly Guided Khulafaa after me, cling onto it and bite onto it with your molar teeth.

And beware of newly introduced matters, for every newly introduced matter is a bid’ah (innovation) and every innovation is a misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Fire.

Hadeeth reported in Abu Daawud and Tirmidhee and declared saheeh by Shaykh Al Albaanee.

3) How does the shaykh define bid’ah (innovation)?

An innovation is that which is newly introduced into the religion which was not originally from it.

The shaykh hafidhahullaah  goes on to add that:

Every act of worship or deed by which the servant seeks to come closer to Allaah but for which there is no proof from the Book or the Sunnah is an innovation.
4) Does it make any difference whether a Muslim perform an innovated act with a good intention or a bad intention?

No, it makes no difference whether the person’s intention behind performing the innovation is good (ie seeking nearness to Allaah) or not. The innovation will still only serve to take that person further away from Allaah, and not nearer to Him. The person will not be rewarded for it, and in fact, as the shaykh mentions, the person will be punished.

The Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Whoever does an action which is not in accordance with this affair of ours will have it rejected.

Hadeeth reported by Muslim (no 1718)

5) Which specific innovation does the shaykh go on to discuss in this point?

The celebration of the birthday of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.
6) When did this innovation first appear?

After the time of the time of the first three generations, those generations whose goodness was borne witness to by the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.
7) Who first tried to bring this innovation into the religion?

The Faatimid Shee’ah.

8) What religious justification did the people try to make for performing this innovation?

That celebrating his sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam birthday was an aspect of loving him.

9) How does shaykh al Fawzaan refute their false justification?

By pointing out that following the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam is a sign of loving him. The shaykh quotes the lines of poetry:

You disobey the One who is worshipped whilst you claim that you love him

This, upon my life, when the two matters are compared is something repulsive

If your love were true, you would have obeyed him

Indeed the one who loves obeys the one whom he loves.

10) Innovating in the religion is a sign of what?

Just as following the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam is a sign of loving him, then innovating in his religion is a sign of karaahah (dislike) towards him.

11) Why does the shaykh warn us against actions or statements that are shaadh and which do not conform to the statements and actions of the muslimoon?

This is because bringing such shaadh (strange and irregular) actions or statements will split the unity of the Muslims and introduces enmity.

12) When might the scholars of the Muslim Ummah have a consensus upon something incorrect?

They will never have a consensus upon something incorrect since the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam told us:

Indeed Allaah the Most High will not unite my Ummah upon misguidance.

Hadeeth reported by Tirmidhee (no 2172), declared saheeh by Shaykh al Albaanee.

13) What is a shaadh hadeeth?

It is a hadeeth which is reported in one way, with a chain of narration which is authentic, but which contains a contradiction to something which is more authentic than it.

14) How does the shaykh define shudhoodh?

Shudhoodh (separation) is to contradict what the jamaa’ah (united body of the Muslims) is upon.
15) What are the opposites of a) khilaaf b) furqah c) shudhoodh?

a) Khilaaf (disagreement) is the opposite of ittifaaq (agreement)

b) Furqah (splitting) is the opposite of ijtimaa’ (being united)

c) Shudhoodh (sepration) is the opposite of ittilaaf (being in harmony together).
