QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 152

1) Point 152 discusses prayer relating to what two circumstances?

a) Prayer behind the people of the Qiblah, whether they be righteous or wicked.

b) Prayer over whoever dies from the people of the Qiblah, whether they be righteous or wicked.

So the ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah observe prayer in both these circumstances.

2) What are some of the consequences of abandoning the prayer behind the leaders of the Muslims?
From the consequences of this are breaking of the ranks of the Muslims, splitting their unity and the spilling of blood. So this must be prevented.

3) What is the madhab of ahl us Sunnah wal jamaa’ah with regards to making jihaad behind a sinful wicked ruler of the Muslims?

The madhab of ahl us Sunnah wal jamaa’ah is to pray the Friday congregational prayers, and the congregational prayers other than this and to make jihaad in the path of Allaah along with every Muslim ruler whether he be righteous or sinful – so long as the ruler does not leave Islaam.

4) When do we not pray the funeral prayer over a sinful Muslim?

The madhab of ahl us Sunnah wal jamaa’ah is to pray the funeral prayer over every Muslim, even if they be a faasiq (sinful person) – as long as the person has not left Islaam.

So if the person believed or said or did something which took him out of Islaam, then the funeral prayer is not prayed over him.

5) Who can pass the ruling of ar riddah (apostasy) upon a Muslim? And how would they do this?

The right to pass such a ruling belongs only to ahl ul ‘ilm wal baseerah (the people of knowledge and insight).

They do this by returning to the principles of ahl us Sunnah wal jamaa’ah.

So passing the ruling of ar riddah is not done by each and every person even if that person’s intention when he passed the ruling was a good intention.
QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 153

6) Why do we not testify that a particular person is destined for Paradise or for the Fire?

We do not testify that a person will go to Paradise regardless of the degree of righteousness and taqwaa  that the person has attained because we do not know the ghayb (the matters of the unseen).

Nor do we testify that a particular person from the Muslims will go the Fire regardless of the degree of disobedience to Allaah that the person has fallen into because we do not know the conclusion he will have nor what he will die upon.

There is however an exception to this as mentioned in the next answer.

7) What is the exception to this  - ie when do we testify that a particular person will go to Paradise or that he/she will go to the Fire?

We testify that a particular person will go the Fire or to Paradise when the Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam testified this for that person.

8) Who are the ‘asharat ul mubashireen? What is the proof for this?

Please note the spelling mistake in the original question which said ‘asharal mubashireen.

They are:

Abu Bakr

‘Umar

‘Uthmaan

‘Ali

Sa’d ibn Abee Waqqaas

Sa’eed ibn Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl

‘Abdur Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf

az Zubayr ibn al ‘Awaam

Abu ‘Ubaydah ‘Aamir ibn al Jaraah

Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillaah radi Allaahu anhum.
The proof is the hadeeth of Sa’eed ibn Zayd himself who mentioned the 9 of the ten promised Paradise by the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam but only when the people implored him by Allaah to disclose the name of the final person did he mention himself as being the final one of the ten.

Hadeeth found in Tirmidhee (3757) and declared saheeh by Shaykh al Albaanee rahimahumullaah.

9) In the hadeeth of the man for whom the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) affirmed Paradise, what was the man’s distinguishing good deed which he used to do?

Although he did not perform a great deal of worship, his praiseworthy characteristic which ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr radi Allaahu anhumaa discovered was that he did not find in his heart any ill feeling towards any Muslim.

Hadeeth found in Musnad of Imaam Ahmad (3/122) and in other collections as well.

10) Do we say that every disbeliever we come across will go to the Fire? If not, why not?

No, we do not say this about every disbeliever because it may be that such a person will repent in the future and die upon the repentance and have a good conclusion to his life.

However we also fear for this disbeliever.

This is with regards to a particular individual from the disbelievers.

11) What do we believe about the destination in the Hereafter of the disbelievers in general?

In general we say that the Muslims will go to Paradise and the disbelievers will go the Fire.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 154 and 155
12) What is the basic principle that underlies our dealings with other Muslims?

It is that we take the Muslims to be people of ‘adaalah (trustworthiness).

So we do not have bad thoughts about the Muslim, nor do we spy on him, nor do we follow him up.

13) Upon what do we pass judgements on other Muslims?

We judge and interact with the Muslims based on what is apparent from them.

So if a Muslim manifests something disliked then we judge him according to that.

And if he does not manifest anything which is disliked, then we do not hold bad thoughts about him.

14) To what extent has Allaah given us the responsibility of enquiring into the hidden aspects of a Muslim’s life before we decide how we should interact with him?

Allaah has not given us this responsibility. As mentioned we deal with what is apparent from such a person.

15) What is the statement of ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu anhumaa that is relevant in this regard?

He radi Allaahu anhumaa addressed the Ka’bah by saying to it:

How honourable you are and how great is your inviolability!

And (yet) the believer is more inviolable than you with Allaah.
