

Questions and answers for dars 9th May 2005 

1) What is the proof that none can change that which Allaah has written in the Lawh ul Mahfooz? 
The shaykh brings the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas (radiAllaahu anhumaa) when the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) said (in the meaning):
And know that if the whole of the Creation were to gather together to benefit you with something, they could not benefit you with anything except something which Allaah had already written for you.

And if they were to gather together to harm you with something they could not harm you except with something which Allaah had already written upon you.

The pens have been raised and the scrolls have dried.
Hadeeth reported by Tirmidhee (who graded it hasan saheeh) as well as by Ahmad and al Haakim. Declared saheeh by Sh Albaanee.

2) In explaining point 107, the shaykh tells us that the meaning of eemaan in qadr and qadaa is….what? 
 - That you know that nothing can befall you except for that which Allaah has written for you.

 - And whatever befell you could not have missed you.

 - And whatever missed you was never going to befall you.


3) How does the shaykh advise us to take solace and comfort when a misfortune befalls us? 
That you know that this misfortune was written in the Lawh ul Mahfooz, and it was bound to happen. In this way a person can avoid becoming vexed and angry. And a person should (of course) have eemaan in Allaah.

4) In the hadeeth mentioned by the shaykh, what did the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) tell us to say if a misfortune befalls us? 
Qaddarallaahu wa maa shaa fa’ala – it is just as Allaah decreed and whatever He wished, He did.

5) And what did the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) tell us not to say if a misfortune befalls us? 
”If only I had done such and such, then such and such would have happened.”
And also to avoid using “if only”, since this word opens up the actions of Shaytaan. 

6) What was the statement that the disbelievers made about those who were killed in the Battle of Uhud and how did Allaah refute this statement? 
If they had stayed with us , they would not have died or been killed. 

(Surah aale Imraan 3:156)

Allaah, azza wa jall tells us: 

Even if you had remained in your homes, those for whom death was decreed would certainly have gone forth to the place of the their death.

(Surah aale Imraan 3:154)


7) What is the first level of our belief in qadaa and qadr? 
- that a person has eemaan in and holds as his aqeedah that Allaah knew what would occur and what would not occur with His Eternal Knowledge – that knowledge which has always been an attribute of His and always will be.

He knew all the matters with His all encompassing knowledge before these matters occurred.


8) In explaining point 109, the shaykh mentions that Allaah is free and far removed from….what? 
Acting randomly and without purpose.


9) What benefit does a Muslim take from understanding point 110 of Imaam at Tahaawee’s Aqeedah? 
It gives him ease from many doubts and false ideas.

10) What does the shaykh caution us against doing or not doing with regard to qadr and qadaa?
We should not just rely entirely on qadr and qadaa by sitting back and doing nothing for ourselves – ie abandoning actions.
Rather we are commanded with action, and actively seeking our provision and putting into place the necessary means (to achieve that). The end results of this will of course be in the Hand of Allaah.

And as an extra point:

The pens, as mentioned (in the plural) in the hadeeth of ibn Abbaas which have been raised….

Imaam Ibn Abil Izz (rahimahullaah) mentions that there are 4 pens:

1) the pen which is general to the whole of Creation, which wrote in the Lawh ul Mahfooz everything which was going to happen before the Day of judgement
2) the pen which is particular to all the descendents of Aadam (alaihi as salaam) to write down actions, provisions, lifespans, and whether happy or wretched

3) the pen which writes when the angel is sent to the embryo and writes down that particular person’s actions, provision, lifespan, and whether happy or wretched

4) the pen which is laid down until the person reaches puberty – the pen which is in the hand of the Noble Angels, which write down the actions of the person once he/she becomes Islamically responsible for their own actions

