QUESTIONS AL AQEEDAT UT TAHAAWIYAH DARS 6TH JUNE 2005

1) What is the ruling upon the Muslim who performs major sins other than shirk?

That this person is a Muslim, deficient in Islaam and deficient in Eemaan and a faasiq – but despite all that, the person is still a Muslim. 

The ruling of kufr (disbelief) is not passed on them on the basis of sins other than shirk.
2) How does this differ from the position of the Khawaarij in terms of the Muslim who commits major sins?

This misguided sect passes the verdict of kufr upon the person who commits a major sin, and therefore holds that the person has left the millah (religion of Islaam). This person will therefore remain eternally in the Fire, according to them.
3) Similarly, how does it differ from the position of the Mu’tazilah?

This misguided sect eject the major sinner from Islaam, but they do not say that he has entered into kufr.
Rather, they say that he is upon a manzilah bayna manzilatayn – a level between two levels. 

Neither is he a Muslim nor is he a kaafir, according to them.

4) How are the positions of the Khawaarij and the Mu’tazilah different from each other with regards to the one who commits major sins? And in what aspect are they similar to each other?

The two sects differ from each other in the matter of the ruling upon the major sinner in this life. 
The Khawaarij say that this person is a kaafir, outside the fold of Islaam.

The Mu’tazilah say that this person is neither a kaafir nor a Muslim.

The two sects are similar in that they both say: the person who dies upon major sin will be in the Fire forever.
5) What is the aqeedah of the Murji’ah with regards to the Muslim who commits sins?

The commission of major sins does not damage a person’s eemaan, according to the Murji’ah – so long as that person makes tasdeeq (believes in his heart) in Allaah azza wa jall, then he is a believer (mu’min).
6) What does the shaykh mention are the two important matters which the Murjiah emphasise? And what is the third important matter which the Murji’ah consider incorrectly to be of lesser importance?

Tasdeeq (that which is held as belief in the heart) and I’tiqaad (that which is held as creed).
The third matter which they consider (mistakenly) to be of lesser importance is A’maal (actions) which do not increase nor decrease eemaan, according to this sect.

(cont)
7) The Khawaarij and the Mu’tazilah concentrate on the Islaamic texts relating to what?

They take hold of the texts relating to wa’eed (threat) – and they leave the texts relating to wa’d (promise).
8) In contrast the Murji’ah concentrate on the Islaamic texts relating to what?

The Mu’tazilah take hold of the texts relating to wa’d (promise) – and they leave the texts relating to wa’eed (threat).
9) What point is the shaykh making by quoting the two portions of Surah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 7?

‘And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say “We believe in it, the whole of it is from our Lord.’
Those who are raasikhoon (firmly grounded in knowledge) believe and take all of the Quraan, both the verses which are muhkam (whose meaning is clear) and mutashaabih (whose meaning is less clear).

The ahl us sunnah take the texts relating to both wa’d and wa’eed and they make concordance (jama’oo) between the two.
They do not take from one aspect and leave another aspect – something which the people of deviation fall into.

Compare this with the answers to questions 7) and 8) above.
‘So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation, they follow that which is not completely clear thereof.’
These misguided people take the mutashaabih and leave the muhkam, those aayaat which would explain and make clear the mutashaabih.

10) The shaykh strikes a note of caution with regard to Imaam at Tahaawee’s statement ‘muslimeen mu’mineen’. What does the shaykh say?

Saying that ‘…the people of our Qiblah are people of Islaam and people of Eemaan’ is not taken absolutely and unrestrictedly.
These people may be deficient in their Islaam and their Eemaan, and under threat from Allaah, the Mighty and Majetic.
11) What is the ruling upon the person who rejects only some of what the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) came with?

He is a disbeliever in everything which the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) came with.
12) What point does the shaykh make by quoting the hadeeth of the fly?

When a fly falls into the drink of one of you, then let him submerge it, then let him take it out – because in one of its wings there is poison, and the other contains a remedy.
Hadeeth of Abu Hurairah, reported in Bukhari (3320, 5782).

The information in this hadeeth has been confirmed by modern science and is an example of that which the Muslims should realise – namely that modern scientific knowledge does not contradict the authentic ahaadeeth – alhamdulillaah.
So people should not use modern scientific knowledge as the yardstick to judge whether they will accept a hadeeth or not.
13) Why do some misguided people quote the statement of the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam):

 “You are more knowledgeable in the matter of your dunyaa”?

These misguided people have evil statements about the Sunnah when the Sunnah contradicts their own personal tastes and inclinations. 

They say that any particular matter (where they do not like what the Sunnah says) is a ‘matter of the dunyaa’ and therefore the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) has said that we are more knowledgeable than him in that. So they do not follow him in that.
And in reality by their doing this, they are deeming the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) to be ignorant.

14) What note of caution does the shaykh strike with regard to the Imaam’s statement ‘mu’tarifeen musaddiqeen’?

Acknowledging and believing in the heart is not sufficient except according to the madhab of the murji’ah. Rather it is obligatory to act upon that which the Prophet (sal Allaah alaiyhi wa sallam) came with and to have sincerity to Allaah in this.
