QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 204

1)     How does the shaykh hafidhahullaah define wilaayah?

It is al qurb (closeness) and al mahabbah (love) – so the awliyaa are the people drawn close to and loved by Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

2) What aayah does the shaykh quote to show the two characteristics which all the awliyaa have?

The awliyaa (obedient and beloved servants of Allaah), there is no fear upon them nor will they grieve.

They were those who had eemaan and taqwaa (dutifulness to Allaah).

Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 62

3) What then are these two characteristics?
a) Eemaan (correct faith) and b) Taqwaa (dutifulness to Allaah)

4)  What is the first category of people with regards to wilaayah and bughd?

The people fall into three categories with regard to being loved or being hated by Allaah.

The first category is those who are purely awliyaa (beloved ones) of Allaah.

This includes the angels, the prophets, the siddiqoon (the true and sincere followers of the prophets) and the shuhadaa (the martyrs) and the righteous believers.
5) What is the second category of people?

The second category is those who are the enemies of Allaah, total enemies of Allaah.

So this includes the mushrik (the one who associates partners in worship with Allaah), the kaafir (the disbeliever) and the munaafiq (hypocrite) who has fallen into the greater hypocrisy – the type of hypocrisy that takes a person out of the fold of Islaam.

See Soorah al Mumtahinah (60) aayah 1, and soorah al Mujaadilah (58) aayah 22 and soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 51.

6) Who falls under the third category?

The third category is those who have wilaayah from one aspect, and ‘adaawah (enmity) from another aspect.

So this is the sinful Muslim who has with him wilaayah in accordance with his degree of obedience to Allaah. However this person also has with him ‘adaawah in accordance with his degree of sinfulness.
7) Is every Muslim a walee of Allaah?

Yes, every Muslim is a walee of Allaah but this is in accordance with the person’s level of eemaan.

8) What does the shaykh say about the person who claims wilaayah or has it claimed for him, but does not have the two essential qualities necessary for wilaayah?

If this person does not have eemaan or taqwaa, then he is only a dajjaal (trickster) and kadh-dhaab (liar).
9) What was the name of the book written by Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah in this regard?

The book is called ‘Al furqaan bayna awliyaa–i- Rahmaan wa awliyaa-i-shaytaan’ - (the Criterion between the beloved servants of ar Rahmaan (the Most Merciful) and the allies of Satan).

10) Whom does it seem that the Imaam rahimahullaah is refuting in this point?

It would seem that he is refuting the Soofees, who make ghuloo (go beyond the due limits) with regards to the awliyaa.
11) What does this group say about the awliyaa?

In the misguided opinion of the Soofees, the awliyaa are better than the Prophets.

As one of the Soofees said:

Maqaamu nubuwwati fee manzilin

Fuwayq ar rasooli wa doonal walee.

The position of Prophethood is in a level

Slightly above Messengership but below the walee.

And this evil statement is kufr.
12) What is the correct order of precedence for the following three types of person: awliyaa, anbiyaa, rusul?

It is in order of excellence 1) ar rusul (the Messengers) then 2) al anbiyaa (the Prophets) then 3) al awliyaa (the beloved servants of Allaah).
13) Why do some people say that the awliyaa are better than the Prophets?

They say this foolish statement because they claim that the walee takes directly from Allaah directly, whereas the prophet takes via an intermediary (Jibreel).

14) Is the imaam rahimahullaah correct when he makes the statement – a single Prophet is superior to all of the Awliyaa?

Yes, there is no doubt about the truth of it. All of the awliyaa from the beginning of the Creation up until the last of them will not equal a single Prophet.
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15) What is a karaamah?

A karaamah (miracle) is an event which is extraordinary.

16) What is a karaamah called when it occurs at the hand of a prophet?

It is called a mu’jizah. This has the meaning of something which renders someone else aajiz (incapable).

An example would be that of the Quraan, the like of which the jinn and mankind are incapable of bringing.

17) How do we explain such an occurrence when it occurs at the hand of a righteous person, and not a prophet?

This would be a karaamah, a miracle given as a favour to that person which He causes to occur at that person’s hand. This karaamah would not be from that person himself.

18) Why is the example of Maryam ‘alaiyhassalaam relevant in this regard?

Whenever Zakariyyah entered upon her in her mihraab (private prayer room), he found with her provision.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 37

So her provision came to her whilst she was worshipping Allaah, without her going out from the private room.

19) Why might something miraculous occur at the hands of a soothsayer or a magician, and not a righteous person?

This would be a phenomenon brought about by devils, which occurs at the hand of this evil person as a test and a trial.

20) How then do we judge the miraculous actions of a person?

We look at the person’s actions.

So if his deeds conform to Islaam, then that which happens at his hands is a karaamah.

And if not, then it is just a case of a devil serving him.

21) How may some jinn and mankind take benefit from each other?

The jinn may take benefit from the human by the person’s humbly submitting to him and by his obeying the jinn.

The human may take benefit from the jinn by the jinn serving him and bringing him that which he wants.

22) How do the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah distinguish between karaamaat and khawaariq shaytaaniyyah?

To distinguish between miracles on one hand and events brought about by devils on the other, they look for the eemaan and the righteous actions in that person.

23) What do the Mu’tazilah and their like say about the karaamaat?

They deny the karaamaat – to the extent that the most extreme of these sects deny the mu’jizaat (miracles of the Prophets).

These misguided people claim: This type of occurrence is not affirmed by the intellect!

This shows that these people give precedence to the intellects.

24) Who has gone to the opposite extreme to the Mu’tazilah and what do they say?

The grave worshippers and the Soofees.

They go beyond the due limits in affirming the karaamaat - to the extent that they affirm these miraculous occurrences for the allies of Satan.

So they affirm miracles for people who do not pray and who do not fast, so long as something extraordinary happens at that person’s hand.

In reality, these occurrences are khawaariq shaytaaniyyah.

And some of them go to the extent that they take the righteous servant as an object of worship besides Allaah.

25) What is the relevance of the book ‘Tabaqaat ul awliyaa’ in this regard?

This book contains astonishing matters and baseless reports which illustrate the misguidance of the people who make ghuloo in affirming the karaamaat.

26) How does a person reach a level of righteousness such that he does not have to perform acts of worship for Allaah?

It is impossible to reach this level, for a person never exits from the servitude and worship of Allaah.

27) What is the relevance of the aayaat from soorah an Nisaa (4: 172 – 3) in this regard?

The Maseeh (‘Eesaa) did not proudly refuse to be a slave to Allaah – nor did the angels drawn close.

And whoever disdains to worship Him, and is too proud, then Allaah will resurrect them, all of them to him.

And as for those who truly believe and perform righteous deeds, then he will give them fully the reward of their deeds, and He will increase them from His Favour.

And as for those who disdain and are too proud, then He will punish them with a painful punishment; and there will be no ally or helper found for them besides Allaah.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayaat 172 to 173

So this shows that even ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam was a slave of Allaah – so how about those lesser in status than this noble Prophet?
