QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 131

1) When would a sin take a person out of Islaam?

If the sin were kufr or shirk that take a person out of Islam, or if the person committing that sin deemed it permissible to commit that sin – then all of these would take the person out of Islaam.

This is true for the Muslim who deems that which Allaah has forbidden to be permissible, and similarly, the Muslim who deems that which Allaah has permitted to be forbidden.

The shaykh mentions the opinion held by some scholars that the Muslim who leaves the prayer, doing so intentionally, has also committed disbelief – although there is a difference of opinion on this particular point among the people of knowledge.

As for the Muslim who commits a sin other than these, then we hold that he is a believer but deficient in his eemaan, under the threat of punishment from Allaah and under Allaah’s will – if He wishes, He will punish him and if He wishes He will forgive him.

This sinful person will be a believer who is deficient in eemaan, a sinner in accordance with his major sin, a believer in accordance with his eemaan.

2) What is the tafseer of the aayah in surah tawbah…
They took their rabbis and their monks to be lords besides Allaah; and Eesaa ibn Maryam…

Surah Tawbah (9) aayah 31

The monks and rabbis made permissible for them that which was forbidden.

The monks and rabbis also made forbidden for them that which was permissible.

The people obeyed the monks and rabbis in this and therefore committed disbelief. 

The shaykh mentions the hadeeth of Adee ibn Haatim (radi Allaahu anhu) (reported in Tirmidhee no 3095 and declared hasan by Sh Al Albaanee) which confirms this.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 132

3) Which misguided sect is the Imaam refuting in point 132 and what does this sect hold as their aqeedah?

This is a refutation of the Murjiah, those who say that as long as the person believes in his heart, then he is a mu’min, complete in eemaan. They say that actions are something slight, and not very important.

So they say that the Muslim who does not pray nor fast nor make pilgrimage when he has the ability nor give the zakaah nor do any action of obedience is a mu’min (believer) simply because of that which is in his heart.
4) Do different sins affect the eemaan of a Muslim to differing degrees?
Yes, there are sins which remove eemaan completely.

And there are also sins which reduce eemaan, but do not remove it entirely – and which therefore put the person who commits them under the threat of Allaah’s punishment.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 133

5) Whom do we testify to be people of Paradise and people of the Fire?

We do not testify that anyone is a person of Paradise or a person of the Fire expect with a proof, ie except where the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) testified that the particular person was destined for Paradise or the Fire.

6) Is there any difference between saying a particular disbeliever is in the Fire and saying the disbelievers are in the Fire?
Yes, there is a difference.
As mentioned above, we only testify that a particular person (whether he be a Muslim or a disbeliever) is destined for Paradise or the Fire if the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) testified this for the person.

But as for the disbelievers in general, then we do testify that they will go to the Fire – without specifying this for a particular disbeliever unless the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam did so.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 134

7) Which sects try to make the sinful Muslim despair of and lose hope of the mercy and forgiveness of Allaah? What is the attitude of the Ahl us Sunnah in contrast to this?

The Khawaarij and the Mu’tazilah do this.

The Ahl us Sunnah in contrast believe that the Muslim who is a sinner is under the threat of Allaah’s punishment and under the will of Allaah. However if the person repents, then Allaah will accept his repentance.

See Soorah Yoosuf (12) aayah 87 

and soorah Hijr (15) aayah 56

and soorah zumar (39) aayah 53.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 135

8) In the aayah from soorah al Anbiyaa what does raghaban and rahaban refer to?

Indeed they used to hasten on to do good deeds and they used to call on Us raghaban and rahaban.

Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 90

PLEASE NOTE THE SPELLING MISTAKES IN THE ORIGINAL QUESTION – IT SHOULD BE RAGHABAN AND RAHABAN, and not raghban and rahban.

Raghaban – this is hope.

Rahaban – this is fear.

9) What are the three matters which the shaykh says that the Muslim must bring together in his/her worship of their Lord?

Love of Allaah.

Fear of Him.

Hope for His Favour.

10) Certain sects worship Allaah with only one of the three matters. Who are the three sects?

Love alone – the Soofees.

Fear alone – the Khawaarij.

Hope alone – the Murji’ah.
11) Why does the shaykh bring the example of the bird with two wings?
The wings of a bird are equally balanced, and if one of them is deficient then the bird falls.

Some of the salaf used to say that it is obligatory for the person to be in a state between hope and fear, balanced between the two – just like the wings of the bird.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 136

12) To whom does the title ‘Ahl ul Qiblah’ refer?

The Muslims.

They are so named because they pray towards the ka’bah.

13) What reason does Allaah give in the Quraan for making Jerusalem be the original direction of prayer?

Allaah the Exalted tells us:

And We did not make the Qiblah which you used to be upon except so that We should know who will follow the Messenger apart from those who will turn back upon his heels.

Surah al Baqarah (2) aayah 143

It is obligatory to follow Allaah’s command, such as when He abrogated turning in prayer towards Jerusalem.

The believer follows the commands, because he is a slave of Allaah.

