QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 190

1) What attribute of Allaah is mentioned in this point?

His Attribute of owning and having mastery over everything in the Creation.

2) Is there anything that does not come under the sovereignty of Allaah? What is the proof for this?

No, everything in the Creation comes under the sovereignty of Allaah.

Among the proofs are the statements of Allaah, the Most High:

Exalted is He, in whose Hand is al mulk (all sovereignty and ownership) and He has full power over everything. 

Soorah al Mulk (67) aayah 1

For Him alone is the sovereignty of the Heavens and the Earth.

Soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 2

Say: O Allaah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give kingship to whomever You wish and You take kingship away from whomever You wish. And You give honour to whomever You wish and You humiliate whomever You wish. In Your Hand is all good. Indeed You have full power over everything.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 26

And linked to this is that no one is able to impose anything upon nor require anything from nor place anything as a duty upon Allaah.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 191

3) What aayah does the shaykh quote to show that none of us are independent of Allaah?

O mankind! You are the fuqaraa’ (ones in poverty and total need of Allaah); and Allaah is al Ghaniyy (the Independent One free of all needs), al Hameed (the One worthy of all praise).

Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 15

So no one can be independent of and do without Allaah, the Most High – not even the angels brought close, nor those who are lesser than them from the Creation.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 192

4) What is the ruling passed upon the person who considers himself to be independent of Allaah?

Whoever claims this false claim has committed kufr (unbelief) and has left the religion.

5) So what then is obligatory upon the servant in this issue of being dependent upon Allaah?

It is obligatory for the servant to openly show his weakness to Allaah, and he should not become amazed at his own strength, his health or his wealth – since all matters are in the Hand of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 193

6) What type of sifaat (Attributes) are mentioned by the Imaam in this point?

The Attributes mentioned, those of Allaah becoming pleased and His becoming angry, are attributes which are fi’liyyah (relating to Allaah’s actions).

7) What proof does the shaykh quote to show that Allaah becomes pleased?

The first and foremost from the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar and those who follow them upon good – Allaah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him.

Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 100

So Allaah becomes pleased with His servants.

And pleasure from Allaah is greater.

Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 72

Allaah was pleased with the believers when they gave you (o Muhammad) the pledge beneath the tree.

Soorah al Fat-h (48) aayah 18 

8) What proof does the shaykh quote to show that Allaah becomes angry?

Say: Shall I not inform you of something worse than that with regard to the recompense from Allaah? Those He has cursed and with whom He is angry.

Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 60

And whoever kills a believer deliberately, then his due recompense (if Allaah chooses to give it to him) is Hellfire, remaining in it; and Allaah is angry with him and has cursed him and has prepared a tremendous punishment for him.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 93

9) With whom does Allaah become angry?

With those who disobey Him and whom He detests.

10) What is the meaning of the word al maqt?

It means ‘detesting’ and is stronger than simply hating something.

11) Does Allaah’s becoming angry or pleased resemble the Creation’s becoming angry or pleased?

No, for Allaah becomes pleased or angry in a way that befits Him – subhaanahu wa ta’aala – and the Creation become pleased or angry in a way which befits them.

12) What is the proof that the Attributes of Allaah do not resemble the attributes of the creation?

The well known aayah from soorah ash Shooraa:

There is nothing like Him; and He is the All Hearing, the All Seeing.

Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 11

13) The people of misguidance and distortion say that if you affirm attributes for Allaah, it necessitates that you must do….what?

They say that if you affirm the attributes for Allaah, then you must be likening Allaah to His Creation by doing this.

Their faulty reasoning is that the Attributes of Allaah share the same wording as attributes found amongst the Creation so therefore affirming these attributes for both the Creator and the Creation means that you are likening the Creator to the Creation.

And of course these misguided people do not understand (or pretend not to understand) the aayah from soorah ash Shooraa quoted above which shows that there is nothing like Allaah – even if the actual wordings of the attributes are the same.

14) How do the people of misguidance explain Allaah’s attribute of ghadab (anger)?

They misinterpret it to mean: al intiqaam (taking vengeance).

15) How do the people of misguidance explain Allaah’s attribute of ridaa (being pleased)?

They misinterpret it to mean: al in’aam (bestowing favours).

16) How did Imaam Maalik rahimahullaah respond when he was asked about how Allaah made istiwaa on His Throne?

He rahimahullaah lowered his head, out of fear and sense of shame in front of Allaah; then he raised his head and said:

Al istiwaa ma’loom

Wal kayf majhool

Wal eemaanu bihi waajib

Was suwaal ‘anhu bid’ah.

The ascending (of Allaah upon His Throne) is something known

And the ‘how’ is unknown

And having eemaan in it (i.e. in the istiwaa) is obligatory

And asking about it is bid’ah (an accursed innovation.

