QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 212

1) What are al ijtimaa’ and al furqah and how does the shaykh describe them?

Al ijtimaa’ means ‘gathering and being united’.

Al furqah means ‘splitting or separation’.

The ummah uniting upon the Truth is rahmah (mercy) and the splitting among the ummah is a punishment.

2) How does the shaykh explain the aayah from soorah aale ‘Imraan (3:103)?

 And cling all of you together to the habl of Allaah, and do not split and separate!

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 103

The meaning of the habl (rope) of Allaah is: the Qur’aan and Islaam 

It referring to the Qur’aan was mentioned by ibn Mas’ood and Qataadah). 

There is also a hadeeth in the collection of at Tirmidhee and declared hasan by al Albaanee in which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam mentioned that the Qur’aan is the rope of Allaah. 

At Tabaree mentioned as a saying of ibn Zayd that the habl of Allaah referred to: Islaam.

‘Together’ means: unite upon the Qur’aan and the Sunnah!

‘And do not split and separate!’ – when Allaah commanded with al ijtimaa’, then He also forbade from al furqah. And He informed that the ijtimaa’ is to be done upon the rope of Allaah i.e. the Qur’aan.

3) What causes al furqah?

The cause of al furqah is ijtimaa’ upon other than the Qur’aan, and this includes uniting upon the various madhabs and the partisan groups.

4) What is the difference between the Muslims on one hand and the people of falsehood on the other in terms of their being united or divided?

Regardless of how separated they may be from each other in terms of their bodies, and how far apart their areas may be, the Muslims should still be united upon the Truth, with their hearts united, loving each other.

The people of falsehood, even if they be in a single place, one of them by the side of the other, are such that their bodies may be united but their hearts are separate from each other.

You would think them to be together, but their hearts are separate.

Soorah al Hashr (59) aayah 14

5) What proofs does the shaykh quote to show the forbidden nature of splitting and dividing?

And do not be like those who split and differed after the clear signs had come to them! And for them will be a tremendous punishment.

Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 105

And do not be from the mushrikoon, from those who split and separated their religion and became sects - each group being pleased with only that which it was upon.

Soorah ar Room (30) aayaat 31 to 32

And (Allaah has ordained for you) that you establish the religion (acting upon that which Allaah legislated for you) and that you do not split and separate within it.

Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 13

6) What comparison did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam mention to show the unity of the Muslims?

He likened the Muslim ummah to being a single hand, a single body and a single structure.

7) What are some of the consequences of a) the Muslims unifying and b) the Muslims fighting each other and cutting off from each other?

From amongst the good consequences of the Muslims being united is that their blood is spared, their hearts are united and their society is safe and secure. So when this is attained, provisions will become plentiful for them.

From amongst the consequences of the Muslims fighting and killing each other, cutting off from each other and hating each other is that the enemies will overcome them and they will shed each other’s blood.

8) What is ikhtilaaf and what is the first type of ikhtilaaf?

Ikhtilaaf means ‘differing’ and it is of two types.

The first type is differing in matters of aqeedah (creed and belief).

9) When is this type of ikhtilaaf permissible and why?

This type of ikhtilaaf is never permissible because it always results in tanaahur (fighting), baghdaa (hatred), ‘adaawa (enmity) and splitting apart.

10) What is the meaning of tawqeefiyyah and why does the shaykh mention this word here?

Tawqeefiyyah means ‘halting’ or ‘withholding (unless there is a text)’.

The shaykh mentions that the Islaamic aqeedah is tawqeefiyyah – meaning that it is taken only from texts from the Quraan or the authentic Sunnah or both.

Therefore aqeedah is not an area open to ijtihaad (personal deduction). For this reason there is no scope for splitting in matters of aqeedah.

11) What are some of the consequences of splitting and differing in matters of aqeedah?

It leads to infighting, and hatred and cutting off from each other.

12) How did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam describe the one sect who would be saved from the Hellfire?

That which is upon the like of what I and my Companions are upon.

Hadeeth of ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa, reported by at Tirmidhee and al Haakim – declared hasan by al Albaanee rahimahumullaah.

13) What is the second type of ikhtilaaf?

It is ikhtilaaf in ijtihaad fiqhee (personal deductions in matters of fiqh)

14) Why does this type of ikhtilaaf occur?

This kind of ijtihaad occurs on the basis of the people using their intellectual faculties to examine the evidence, and there may be ikhtilaaf as a result, since the people differ in their intellectual faculties.

So people will vary in their strength of extraction of the rulings from the evidences and in their greater or lesser amounts of knowledge.

15) When does this type of ikhtilaaf lead to enmity?

It leads to enmity when there is ta’assub to one particular opinion (fanatically clinging to that opinion even if the evidence suggests that the opinion is incorrect).

16) Did this type of ikhtilaaf occur amongst the Companions and the salaf?

Yes, this kind of ikhtilaaf did occur amongst them, but it did not lead to enmity occurring amongst them because they did not show this ta’assub.

17) How should the Muslim approach the situation in which this type of ikhtilaaf occurs?

The Muslim should take and accept the sayings which are in agreement with the proof from the Qur’aan and the Sunnah.

So if you disagree about anything then refer it back to Allaah and the Messenger if you truly believe in Allaah and the Last Day.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 59

So whatever you disagree about then its ruling is to be referred back to Allaah.

Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 10
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18) How can it be said that the deen in the heavens is Islaam?

Islaam is practised as the religion by the angels in the Heavens, so it can be said that the religion of the heavens is Islaam.

19) What is the definition of al Islaam and who gave this definition?

Al istislaamu lillaahi bit tawheed 
  (Submission to Allaah with tawheed)

Wal inqiyaadu lahu bi taa’ah      
  (and yielding to Him with obedience)

Wal khuloosu min ash shirk
              (and freeing oneself from shirk).

This is the definition of shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah and shaykh ul Islaam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil Wahhaab rahimahullaah quoted this from him in the book Ath Thalaathat ul Usool.

20) Are the followers of each of the Prophets considered to be Muslims?

Yes, since every prophet called to Islaam, so every person who followed his prophet in that is considered a Muslim.

21) Why might the prophets have differed in terms of their sharee’ahs?

The sharee’ahs (the revealed laws of each prophet) differed because of the varying needs of mankind, which were different depending on each time and each place.

22) What is the significance of the coming of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam with regards to being allowed to follow the religions of the other Prophets?

After the coming of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, the only deen (religion which is counted) is his and Allaah abrogated everything which came before it.

So it is not permissible for anyone to remain on any of the previous religions because his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam religion and his messengership is general to all of the Creation, encompassing every time and every generation.

