QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 159

1) Why do we not make duaa against the rulers?

Making duaa (supplication) against the Muslim rulers falls under the meaning of khurooj (rebelling) against them – just like rebelling against them with weapons.

And the person’s making duaa against the rulers occurs because he does not hold them to be valid rulers.

Making duaa for the Muslim rulers is one of the usool (fundamental principles) of the ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah.

2) What is the ruling upon the person who makes duaa against the rulers?

The one who makes duaa against the Muslim rulers is daal (astray) in his aqeedah.

3) What is the statement of Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal rahimahullaah in this respect? Why is the issue of patience with the rulers particularly significant in the case of this great imaam of the Sunnah?

“If I knew that I had a duaa (a supplication) which was going to be certainly answered, I would surely make it for the ruler.”

This is all the more significant given that Imaam Ahmad rahimahullaah underwent the mihnah (the trial of the creation of the Quraan) when he was tortured for refusing to agree with the rulers who wished to force the people to accept the innovated belief that the Quraan is created.

And it is not established from Imaam Ahmad that he made duaa against the rulers nor that the he spoke against them. Rather he was patient - and the final outcome was in his favour rahimahullaah.

4) What accusations are thrown at ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah when they supplicate for the ruler, rather than against him?

The ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah are accused of mudaahanah (flattery), and hypocrisy and seeking to gain favour with the rulers.

5) How is it possible to make duaa for the Muslim rulers when they commit sins and fall into disobedience to Allaah?

The Muslim rulers have much goodness – so long as they remain upon Islaam, applying the Islaamic legislation, establishing the prescribed punishments, safeguarding the state of security, preventing transgression against the Muslims, repelling the disbelievers from them. All of these are acts of great goodness – even if the rulers also commit sins.

So therefore they are supplicated for on account of these good deeds that they do.

As for those sins which the rulers fall into, then the sin is upon them for these sins they do.

6) Why does Shaykh al Fawzaan quote here the hadeeth that ‘The religion is sincere advice’?

He hafidhahullaah quotes the hadeeth of Tameem ad Daaree radi Allaahu ‘anhu in which the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The religion is sincerity and sincere advice, the religion is sincerity and sincere advice, the religion is sincerity and sincere advice.

So he was asked: To whom, O Messenger of Allaah?

So he sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam replied:
To Allaah, and to His Book, and to His Messenger, and to the Rulers of the Muslims and to their common folk.

Reported by Muslim (no 55) and also Bukhari in a chapter heading

The shaykh quotes this after mentioning the people who make duaa against the Muslim rulers and who justify this incorrect action with the excuse of having jealousy and anger for the sake of Allaah - so these people think that they can criticise the Muslim rulers who fall into sins.

Shaykh al Fawzaan mentions that having jealousy for the sake of Allaah does not lie in making duaa agains the Muslim rulers. If a person truly wishes for good, then he should supplicate for the rulers for rectification and good, since Allaah is able to guide them and return them to the Truth.

The shaykh asks the one who supplicates against the ruler: have you despaired of the rulers’ being guided? If so, then this constitutes despairing of the mercy of Allaah.

And making duaa for the rulers is from naseehah (sincerity and sincere advice) towards the rulers – and at this point the shaykh quotes the aforementioned hadeeth.
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7) What is the Quraanic proof that the shaykh quotes to show that we do not raise a hand from obedience to the Muslim ruler?

The shaykh hafidhahullaah quotes the saying of Allaah:

O you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger – and those in authority amongst you’.
Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 59
8) What are some of the acts of worship that we perform alongside the Muslim rulers, be they righteous or sinful?

We make jihaad alongside them, and we observe the congregational prayers and the Friday prayers and the ‘eid´ prayers with them – in order to maintain the unity of the Muslims.
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8) In the aayah quoted by the shaykh (soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 59), Allaah mentions ‘those in authority amongst you’. To whom does this refer?

This refers to the Muslim rulers – and not to the non Muslim rulers.

9) When are the Muslim rulers not obeyed? In this case, do we have the right to disobey everything the ruler commands?

They are not obeyed when they command with something haraam (forbidden). However even in this case, the Muslim rulers are not to be rebelled against nor is obedience to them removed entirely.

Rather the rulers in this case are not obeyed in that particular sin with which they command.

As for the other things with which they command -  providing that they are also not something forbidden,  then the rules are obeyed in these.

And the proof is the statement of the Messenger of Allaah sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam:

Obedience is only in that which is ma’roof (good).

Reported by Bukhaari (4340 and 7145) and Muslim (1840)
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10) What reason does the shaykh give in this point for making duaa for the rulers?

The rulers’ being rectified is rectification for the Muslims, and their being guided is guidance for the Muslims, and their benefit passes onto others.

So if you make duaa for the rulers, then you have made duaa for the Muslims.

