QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 220

1) Why does the shaykh make this point and why particularly at this stage of the book?

And we ask Allaah, the Most High, to make us firm upon eemaan, and to conclude our lives with it.

He rahimahullaah makes this point as a matter of correct manners towards Allaah.

So having explained the correct aqeedah of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah in this book, he asks Allaah to make him firm upon it - for it is not enough that a person is merely aware of the correct aqeedah.

A person should not be deceived by his own knowledge, since a person with knowledge may still slip and make a mistake.

This person will not have same amount of knowledge as Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam yet this Prophet made du’aa to Allaah:

Keep me and my children far away from worshipping the idols! Indeed they have led astray many of the people.

Soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayah 35
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2) What is the meaning of al ahwaa here and why should we be on our guard against them?

Al ahwaa means ‘desires’.

We should be on our guard against them since mankind has not been led astray except through desires.

And who is more astray than the one who follows his hawaa (desires) without guidance from Allaah?

Soorah al Qasas (28) aayah 50
Do you see the person who takes as an object of worship his hawaa (that which he desires) and Allaah misguided him upon knowledge (that he would not follow the guidance)?

Soorah al Jaathiyah (45) aayah 23

3) What behaviour of the Jews is mentioned in soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 87?

Allaah the Mighty and Majestic says about the Jews:

Is it that whenever a Messenger comes to you with that which your souls do not desire, then you reject it out of pride – and some (of the Messengers) you deny, and others you kill?

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 87
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4) Who are al madhaahib ur radiyyah?

They are the corrupt sects, those whom the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed us of in the hadeeth:

This nation will split into 73 sects, all of them in the Fire except one…
(up to the end of the hadeeth)

Hadeeth reported by Abu Daawud, ibn Maajah, Ahmad and others.
5) Who is saved from entering into this fitnah?

The one sect out of the 73 sects whom the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed us will be saved is: 

that one which proceeded upon the like of what the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and his Companions proceeded upon.

6) What is the meaning of the word madhaahib here?

In this point, the word madhaahib means al aaraa’ (the opinions) i.e. the corrupt opinions.
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7) Who are the mushabbihah?

They are those misguided people who liken the Attributes of Allaah to the attributes of the creation.
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8) What error with regards to the Attributes of Allaah do the Mu’tazilah fall into and what excuse do they try to give for this?

They negate the Attributes of Allaah and deny them.

They use the false excuse that they are trying to make tanzeeh of Allaah (declaring Allaah free of imperfections).

9) Who were the two founders of this misguided group and under whom did they study initially?

They were Waasil ibn ‘Ataa and ‘Amr ibn ‘Ubayd.

They were originally from the students of al Hasan al Basree rahimahullaah, the great scholar from the Taabi’een.
10)  Under what circumstances did these two people leave their teacher?

They were both sat with al Hasan at one of his circles, when he rahimahullaah was asked about the Muslim who commits major sins.

So al Hasan replied with the answer that is in accordance with the Book and the Sunnah, namely that the major sinner is under the mashiyyah of Allaah (if He wishes He will forgive him, and if He wishes, He will punish him). 

And al Hasan stated that the major sinner does not automatically commit kufr by the commission of that major sin. Rather this major sinner is deficient in his eemaan.

When al Hasan said this, then Waasil criticised this saying of his teacher and said that the major sinner is on a level between two levels – manzilah bayna manzilatayn – meaning that this sinner is neither a Muslim nor a kaafir.

So Waasil invented this foolish and false saying and thereafter made i’tizaal (he withdrew) from the sittings of al Hasan al Basree rahimahullaah. He and those of his like who gathered together became known as the Mu’tazilah – the people who made i’tizaal.
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11) What is the ‘chain of narration’ of the beliefs of the Jahmiyyah?

The originator was 1) Labeed ibn al A’sam, the Jew who performed sorcery on the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, who passed on his heretical ideas to 2) Taaloot, who was also Jewish.

Taaloot then passed the ideas onto al 3) Ja’d ibn Dirham, who then passed them onto al 4) Jahm ibn Safwaan who then passed them onto the world at large.
12) Who was al Ja’d ibn Dirham and how did he come to his end?

This man lived towards the end of the time of the Umayyad state and he was executed by the emir, Khaalid ibn Abdillaah al Qasaree.

On the day of ‘Eid ul Adhaaa, Khaalid was giving a khutbah to the people and he said:

Perform your sacrifice o people, may Allaah accept your sacrifices!

Then indeed I am going to sacrifice al Ja’d ibn Dirham, for indeed he claims that Allaah did not speak directly to Moosaa and that He did not take Ibraaheem as a khaleel (especially beloved friend)!
So Khaalid came down from the minbar and killed al Ja’d – alhamdulillaah – because al Ja’d was an evil heretic and killing him was obligatory.
13) What are some of the misguided beliefs of the Jahmiyyah that shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions?

He hafidhahullaah mentions that they believe:

a) the Qur’aan is created

b) that mankind is compelled to do whatever actions they do, and that they have no free will and choice in the matter

c) that Allaah is in all places

d) that eemaan is a belief of the heart only, and therefore actions do not come into the definition of eemaan

14) What did ibn ul Qayyim say about the death of al Ja’d ibn Dirham?

He rahimahullaah said about the death of al Ja’d:

And because of that (i.e. because of what al Ja’d was saying)

Khaalid al Qasaree slaughtered Ja’d on the day when people were making their sacrifices

Every person of sunnah gave thanks for that sacrifice

To Allaah is ascribed the good which you did

From a brother who is special and close

15) Why was the madhab of the Jahmiyyah named after Jahm ibn Safwaan in particular?

Al Jahm ibn Safwaan took over from al Ja’d, but the madhab is named after al Jahm because he was the one who made it apparent.
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16) Which misguided sect does the shaykh mention here?

He hafidhahullaah mentions the Mu’tazilah as examples of people who deny al Qadr (predecree).
17) Why does the shaykh refer to them as the majoos of this ummah?

The Mu’tazilah say that the actions of the servants of Allaah are created by them, and that these actions do not enter into the Creation of Allaah nor into His Will.

The Majoos (the Magians) believed in 2 creators: a creator of good and a creator of evil.

So like the Majoos, the Mu’tazilah affirm more than one creator since they hold that every person creates his own actions, so the person is in fact a creator.

In fact, the Mu’tazilah believe in many many creators since every person (in their opinion) is a creator.
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18) What should be our approach to the people of misguidance and falsehood?

We free ourselves from them, we have enmity towards them for the sake of Allaah and we hate them.

We hold that it is obligatory to boycott them and hate them, and to refute them and their falsehood.

19) Should we overlook the differences that occur between all the Islaamic sects, for the reason that all the sects come under the name of Islaam?

The claim of these misguided people that we should overlook the differences between the sects on the basis of allowing freedom of speech and freedom of opinion is false and dangerous for the ummah.

Rather freedom of speech and opinion are restricted by the Qur’aan and the Sunnah and what the salaf of this ummah were upon – i.e. there is not to be unrestricted freedom of speech and opinion.

For all of the different Islaamic sects are in the Fire except for the sect which is upon that which the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and his companions were upon.
20) Why does the imaam at Tahaawee mention the phrase ‘and preservation from error and guidance to what is correct is granted by Allaah’?
The human being is liable to make mistakes, so ‘ismah (preservation from error) and tawfeeq (guidance to what is correct) and hawl (change of state) and quwwah (ability) are all in the hand of Allaah.

So the person does no guarantee salvation for himself – rather he has hope in Allaah and he fears Him.
