QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 210

1) This point of Imaam at Tahaawee rahimahullaah contains an explanation of the distinction between karaamaat on one hand and what matters on the other hand?

It distinguishes between the karaamaat (true miracles) on one hand, and kahaanah (fortune telling), and ‘iraafah (divining), and sihr (sorcery), and sha’wadhah (magic tricks) and tanjeem (astrology) on the other.

2) How does the shaykh describe the actions of the soothsayers and diviners?


He describes them as events which emanate from devils.

3) How are some ignorant people fooled by the actions of these misguided people?

The ignorant people think that what these misguided people do are true miracles, and that they are done because of these misguided people being awliyaa of Allaah.

4) The sorcerers must humble themselves to whom in order to perform their acts of sorcery?

They must humble themselves to the shayaateen (devils).

5)  What worldly benefit do the sorcerers gain from their acts of magic?

Through performing their acts of sorcery, they eat up the wealth of the people.

6)  What is the first type of as sihr and what effects can it have on the person affected?

The first type is sihr haqeeqi (real sorcery) and it can amongst other things make the person ill or affect his mind or even kill him.

7) What is the second type of as sihr and by what means does this manage to fool the people?

It is sihr takhayyuli (magic involving illusions). 

These magicians do things which appear certain ways to the people watching, which do not reflect the reality of what is actually happening.

8) What examples does the shaykh give of this second type of magic?

The magician may make it appear that he is striking himself with a sword, and that he eats nails, fire or glass.

Or he may make it appear that he enters into the fire, or that a car runs over him, or that he sleeps on nails, or that he pulls a car along with his hair.

Or he makes ordinary paper appear to change into bank notes, which then transform back to ordinary paper when his magic ceases.

Or the magician may make it appear that he changes a dung beetle for example into a lamb.

Or he may make it appear to the people that he is walking on a very fine thread.

9) How does the shaykh describe this second type of magic?

All of this is falsehood and trickery of the people.

10) What should our approach be to this second type of magic?

It is obligatory that we are not fooled by these people, that we do not believe in them and that we deny them access to our children and our countries in order to prevent them promoting their magic.

11) What is a kaahin (soothsayer)?

He is the person who claims to have knowledge of the ghayb (hidden and unseen) by means of his cooperating with the devils.

12) What is the role of the shayaateen (devils) in the actions of the soothsayer?

They try to listen into the commands in the Heavens, and they will manage to take a certain saying which they then pass onto the soothsayer. He then adds a hundred lies to this, and the people listening to him believe him in everything he says because of that one saying.

See the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah radi Allaahu ‘anhu (hadeeth 4701 in the collection of al Bukhaaree rahimahullaah).

13) What is the punishment for the Muslim who visits the kaahin?

Whoever goes to a kaahin, then prayer will not be accepted from him (this person who went to the kaahin) for forty days.

Hadeeth found in the saheeh of Muslim rahimahullaah.

14) What is an ‘arraaf?

The ‘arraaf is the diviner.

15) What is the difference between an ‘arraaf and a kaahin?

The ‘arraaf is similar to the kaahin, in that he also claims to have knowledge of the hidden and the unseen.

However the ‘arraaf does not work by means of the devils, instead relying on intuition and guesswork – so he says ‘Maybe such and such will happen’ basing this upon his false predictions.

Some of the people of knowledge however do not make any distinction between the ‘arraaf and the kaahin, saying that both of these people inform of matters of the ghayb – with the only difference being in the means of doing so.

16) Does this make any difference to how we approach either of these two people?

No, there is no difference – so the Muslim should disbelieve in both fortune telling and divining and he should not believe the people who practise either of these two practices.

For the kaahin and the ‘arraaf are not from the awliyaa of Allaah, instead both being instead from the awliyaa of Shaytaan.

17) What is a munajjim?

He is the astrologer, the person who informs of future matters by means of referring back to the stars. So he will say: If a certain star rises, then such and such will happen – or if a certain star sets, then such and such will happen.

18) What is at tanjeem?

At tanjeem (astrology) is:

Nisbat ul hawaadith il ardiyyah ilaal ahwaal il falakiyyah.
Ascribing events which occur upon the Earth to the changing conditions of the stars and planets.

(This is the definition of Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah in Majmoo’ ul Fataawaa vol 35 page 192)

19) What four aspects of jaahiliyyah (pre Islaamic ignorance) will remain in the nation of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?
The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There are four things in my ummah which are from the affairs of the Days of jaahiliyyah, the people (generally) will not leave them:

Attacking people’s lineage

And boasting of being of noble descent

And wailing over the dead

And seeking rain from the stars.

Hadeeth reported by Muslim (no 934).

20) Why does the shaykh quote soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 75 to 82?
So I swear by the places of the setting of the stars. And it is a great oath, if only you knew! 

This Qur’aan is indeed an honourable Qur’aan, in a guarded book (al Lawh ul Mahfoodh).

It is not touched except by al mutahharoon (those kept pure by Allaah from sins - meaning the angels, according to Mujaahid rahimahullaah).

This Qur’aan is a revelation sent down from the Lord of all the Creation.

Is it regarding this speech that you are mudhinoon (wish to be accommodating towards and speak mildly with those who deny and disbelieve in it)?

And the thanks that you should give to Allaah for your provision is instead denial and ascribing your provision to others besides Him.

Soorah al Waaqi’ah (56) aayaat 75 to 82

This means: the provision which comes to you, you ascribe this to the stars or to events which occur with regards to the stars or planets.

21) What are the three wisdoms behind the creation of the stars?
a. The stars are an adornment for the sky

b. The stars are missiles to strike the devils

c. The stars are signposts by which people can find the way in the darkness upon the land and the sea.

This is a statement of Qataadah rahimahullaah, the well known Taabi’ee reported by al Bukhaaree rahimahullaah in a disconnected form.

22) What effect do the stars have on what happens on the Earth?
They have no effect whatsoever on earthy events.

